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An Act to establish the central district court of Worcester. QJiQVf^ I99
Be it enacted, §'c., as folloivs

:

Section 1. A court is hereby established under the name central district

of the Central District Court of Worcester, and the city of cester^estab-^

Worcester and the towns of Millbury, Sutton, Auburn, ^^^®^-

Leicester, Paxton, West Boylston, Boylston, Holden and
Shrewsbury, shall constitute a judicial district under the

jurisdiction of said court.

Said court shall, except as hereinafter provided, have the

same jurisdiction, power and authority, shall perform the

same duties and be subject to the same regulations as are

provided in respect to the municipal court of the city of

Worcester; and all provisions of law relating to criminal

and civil proceedings, the taxation of costs, the payment of

fines, the expense of courts and all returns applicable to the

said municipal court shall apply to the court hereby estab-

lished, and the clerk receiving the fees, fines, forfeitures and
costs accruing from the business of the court in criminal

cases shall account for and pay over the full amount thereof «
in the manner provided by law. '

Section 2. The said court and the justice thereof shall fame^judS
have the same power and jurisdiction within said district, tionashadby

as the municipal court of the city of Worcester or the jus- ^"worceste'r"'^

tice thereof had when said court was established or now
have in said city, in all matters relating to crimes or offences,

and in receiving complaints, and issuing warrants, and when
the court is not in session the justice thereof may receive

complaints and issue warrants.

Section 3. All cases pending at the time this act shall
[Jf^ju^^ci"^!?^

take full effect, whether civil or criminal, in the municipal court to be'

court of the city of Worcester shall be transferred to and
have day in the proper day and term of the court hereby
established, and all writs, processes, complaints, petitions

and proceedings whatever, which are made returnable or to

be entered in said municipal court shall be returnable to,

entered and have day in the proper day and term of said

district court, and all judicial writs and processes and copies

founded upon the records of said municipal court or of the

police court of Worcester shall issue under the seal of said

district court in like manner, and to the same effect as the

same might have issued from the said municipal or police

court if this act had not passed, and all writs and processes

may be made returnable to the several days and terms of

said municipal court now established by law till this act

shall take full effect, and then all such writs and processes
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shall be made returnable to the days and terms herein

established.

Section 4. The records of the said municipal court and
all records now in the possession of said court shall remain
in the custody of the clerk of the said central district court

of Worcester.
Section 5. There shall be appointed, commissioned and

qualified agreeably to the constitution one justice and two
special justices of said district court, and one of said special

justices shall be appointed, commissioned and qualified as

first special justice, and as vacancies occur they shall be

filled by appointment in the same manner. The justice of

said court shall receive an annual salary of three thousand
dollars, and at the same rate for any part of a year to be
paid monthly from the treasury of the Commonwealth,
which shall be in full for all services rendered by him as

justice of said court or otherwise, ex officio. The first

speciaj justice shall officiate in case of the absence or other

inability or disability of said justice or when two or more
separate sessions shall be held at the same time, or when
there is a vacancy in the office of justice, and in ca%e of the

absence, inability or disability of the justice or the first

special justice, the second special justice may upon request

officiate. The special justices shall be paid by the justice

eight dollars for each day on which they may hold a session

of said court.

Section 6. Two or more sessions of said court may be

held at the same time, and in such case the justice may
retain to his own use from the fees received in said court all

sums paid by him to the special justice holding one of said

sessions, in addition to all sums which he is now entitled to

retain : provided, the sum authorized to be paid to the

special justice under the provisions of this section shall not

exceed five hundred dollars in any one year.

Section 7. The clerk of the municipal court of the city

of Worcester, now acting, shall be the clerk of said central

district court of Worcester, until his successor is appointed

and qualified ; and he shall have the same powers and per-

form the same duties that he now does. A clerk of said

court shall be appointed and commissioned by the governor

for the term of seven years, and shall receive for annual

salary and clerk hire the sum of two thousand five hundred
dollars, to be paid monthly from the treasury of the Com-
monwealth, and shall faithfully perform all services required

by law of the clerks of like courts in the Commonwealth,
and shall be qualified and give bond in the same manner
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and amount as is now provided for the clerk of the muni-
cipal court of the city of Worcester.

Section 8. The justice and clerk shall not be retained Justices and

or employed as counsel or attorney in any writs, complaints as^counsei.Vc!*

or proceedings returnable to or pending in said court, nor
in any suit which has been examined or tried therein, nor
shall the special justices be retained or employed as afore-

said in any matter tried before them in said district court.

Section 9. The said court shall have original concur- Jurisdiction of

rent jurisdiction with the superior court in the county of
*^^ ''°'^^*'

Worcester in all civil actions and proceedings in which the
debt or damages demanded or property replevied does not
exceed in amount or value three hundred dollars, and the

jurisdiction of said court shall, when the plaintiff and
defendant both reside in the district, exclude the jurisdic- *

tion of municipal and police courts, justices of the peace,

and other district courts: provided, that where there are

two or more plaintiffs or defendants or one or more trustees,

the jurisdiction of the court shall not be exclusive unless

all the parties reside in the district.

Section 10. When one of several defendants resides when one of

within the district, the writ issued by said court may run lutrre'sides^"*^'

into any county, and be served on the other defendant or ^'V,"" district,

defendants lourteen days, at least, before its return day, m into any county,

like manner as if issued by the superior court.

Section 11. All proceedings duly commenced before any Proceedings ai-

trial justice, or justice of the peace, for said county, within mencedTfore
said district, before this act shall take full effect, shall be

bJ"rosecut°eV*^
prosecuted and determined as if this act had not been etc., in this

passed, and except as herein provided, the jurisdiction of
*^°"'^'^'

trial justice, justice of the peace, and municipal and police

courts, and other district courts, shall be excluded within
the judicial district created by this act. No justice of the
peace shall hereafter be allowed any fees for warrants issued
within said district, and all warrants so issued shall be made
returnable before said district court.

Section 12. The said court shall have power to establish couitmayes-

a seal therefor, and the same power to issue all writs and In^d^lppoinf^'

processes, and to appoint all officers that may be necessary c® rt"
'^^ *^^

for the transaction of the business of the court, which the
said municipal court now has, and the said court may, from
time to time, make rules for regulating the practice and
conducting the business therein in all cases not expressly
provided for by law.

Section 13. The said court shall be held for criminal
naiTus?neTiS'

"

business daily, except on Sundays and legal holidays, at be held daily
°
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nine o'clock in the forenoon, and in the afternoon whenever
it appears expedient to the justice thereof.

The court shall be held for civil business weekly ; each
term shall commence on Saturday, and actions therein may
be continued to any future day fixed for the sitting of the

court.

Section 14. On the return day of the writ, either party

may demand a trial by jury, in writing, which shall be
granted by said court. If neither party demand a trial by
jury, the right to have such trial shall be taken to be waived.

The jury trial shall be in accordance with the provisions of

chapter one hundred and thirty-two of the General Statutes,

and the judgment of said court in all cases in which the

title to real estate is not put in issue by the pleadings, shall

be final, unless appeal is taken therefrom, or exceptions and
appeals on matters of law are had, as hereinafter provided.

Section 15. In all cases in said court, except where a

jury trial is had, or the value of the property replevied or

the amount claimed in the writ does not exceed the sum of

fifty dollars, either party may appeal to the superior court,

in the manner now provided by law for taking appeals from
the judgment of the municipal court of the city of Wor-
cester, and in cases where a jury trial is had, exceptions

and appeals on matters of law may be had to the supreme
judicial court in the manner now provided by law for taking

exceptions and appeals from the superior court to the su-

preme judicial court.

Section 16. Whenever a jury shall become necessary

for the trial of any actions or proceedings in said district

court under the provisions of this act, the clerk of said court

is hereby authorized and required to issue writs of venire

facias, directed to the sheriff of the county or either of his

deputies, or a constable of any city or town in said district,

for the summoning of jurors, and the jurors shall be sum-
moned from the towns in the judicial district.

Section 17. Sections seven, eight, nine, eleven, twelve,

twenty-six, forty and seventy-eight of chapter one hundred
and twenty-nine of the General Statutes, shall apply to

civil actions before said court.

Section 18. All laws establishing the municipal court of

the city of Worcester, or giving jurisdiction to said court,

except so far as may be necessary that the same should be

supported for the purpose of this act, and all acts and parts

of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby

repealed from the day this act shall take full effect ; and if

upon said day any term of said municipal court shall be in
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session, or shall have been adjourned to a future day, the

remainder of said term may be held by the justice of said

district court.

Section 19. This act shall take effect so far as appointing,
^^^^'J

*° ^^^"^

commissioning and qualifying the justice, clerk and special

justices of said court are concerned, on the first day of April,

eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and shall take full effect

on the first day of May next. Approved April 13, 1872.

An Act to establish the first district court of eastern QJi^v)^ 200
WORCESTER.

"'

Be it enacted, Sfc, as follows

:

Section 1. The towns of Northborough, Southborough, First district

Westborough and Grafton, shall constitute a judicial dis- em Worcester

trict, under the jurisdiction of the court hereby established
estabushed.

therein, by the name of the First District Court of Eastern

Worcester. Said court shall, except as is hereinafter pro-

vided, have the same jurisdiction, power and authority,

shall perform the same duties and be subject to the same
regulations as are provided in respect to existing police

courts, except the municipal courts of Boston and Worces-

ter, by chapter one hundred and sixteen of the General

Statutes, and by all general laws passed in amendment
thereof applicable to the several police courts of the Com-
monwealth ; and all provisions of law relating to criminal

and civil proceedings, the taxation of costs, the payment of

fines, the expenses of court, the accounting and settling

with county and town for money paid into court as forfeitures

or otherwise, and all other returns and requirements of law
applicable to the several police courts of the Commonwealth,
except those before mentioned, shall apply to the First Dis-

trict Court of Eastern Worcester hereby established.

Section 2. Said district court shall consist of one stand- P°L^^il!!J"?„„... T . , . . . -,
justice and two

mg justice and two special justices, to be appointed, com- special justices.

missioned and qualified, pursuant to the constitution and
laws of the Commonwealth.

Section 3. Either of the justices of said court may Either justice

issue warrants in all proper cases. No justice of the peace rants?^"^
^^'^'

shall hereafter be allowed any fees for warrants issued

within said district, and all warrants so issued shall be made
returnable before said court.

Section 4. Said court for criminal business, shall be courts for crim=

held in some suitable place to be furnished by the county of buslue"!*'^^^^

Worcester, except on legal holidays, in Westborough, on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday of each week, and in Graf-

ton on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday in each week, at


