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Ch 314: ^^ ^^^ ^^ UNITE THE CITY OF BOSTON AND THE TOAYN OF WEST
KOXBURY.

Be it enacted, &c., asfolloxvs:

Section 1. All the territory now comprised within

the limits of the town of West Roxbiuy in the county of

Norfolk, with the inhabitants and the estates therein, is

annexed to and made part of the city of Boston in the

county of Suffolk, and shall hereafter constitute a part of

the county of Suffolk, subject to the same municipal

regulations-, obligations and liabilities, and entitled to the

same immunities in all respects as the said city of Boston :

jprovided, hoivever, that until constitutionally and legally

changed, said territory shall continue to be, for the

purpose of electing members of the house of representa-

tives, part of the county of Norfolk, constituting the

second representative district thereof; for the purpose of

electing a senator, part of the first Norfolk senatorial

district ; for the purpose of electing a councillor, part of

the third council district, and for the purpose of electing

a representative in congress, part of congressional district

number eight, as the same is now constituted.

All the duties now required by law to be performed by
the selectmen and town clerk of said town, or either of

them, pertaining to the election of representatives in

congress, state councillors, senators and meml)crs of the

house of representatives, shall in like manner devolve
upon and be performed by the board of aldermen and
city clerk of said city.

It shall l)e the duty of the ward officers of the ward,
erected out of said territory as hereinafter provided, to

make to the city clerk of said city a return of all votes

that may be cast therein, from time to time, for repre-

sentatives in congress, state councillors, senators, members
of the house of representatives, and for all other national,

state, district, county, municipal and ward officers.

Section 2. All the public property of said town shall

be vested in and is declared to l3e the property of said

city. And said city shall succeed to all the rights, claims,

causes of action, rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses,

trusts, duties, privileges and immunities of said town.

The town treasurer of said town on or before the second
Monday of January, in the year eighteen hundred and
seventy-four, under the direction of the selectmen of said

town, who shall for this purpose and for all other pur-
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poses necessaiy to cany into full effect the provisions of

this act, continue to hold their offices, shall transfer,

deliver, pay over and account for to the city treasurer of

said city, all books, papers, moneys and other property in

his possession as town treasurer of said town when this

act takes effect ; and said city shall become liable for and
subject to all the debts, obligations, duties, responsibilities

and liabilities of said town. All actions and causes of

action which may be pending, or which shall have accrued

at the time this act takes effect, in behalf of or against

said town, shall survive, and may be prosecuted to final

judgment and execution in behalf of or against said city.

Sectiox 3. The several courts within the county of J"''f^'5''°" °^
*j courts in A or-

Suffolk, except the municipal court for the southern fo'k:"i<isiifioik

district of the city of Boston, and the municipal court of

the Dorchester district, after this act takes effect, shall

have the same jurisdiction over all causes of action and
proceedings in civil causes, and over all matters in probate

and insolvency, which shall have accrued within said

territory hereby annexed, that said courts now have over
like actions, proceedings and matters within the county of

Suffolk : provided, that the several courts within the

county of Norfolk shall have and retain jurisdiction of all

actions, proceedings and matters, that shall have been
rightfully commenced in said courts prior to the time when
this act takes effect ; and the supreme judicial court and
the superior court wdthin the county of Suliblk, after this

act takes effect, shall have the same jurisdiction of all

crimes, offences and misdemeanors that shall have been
committed within the said territory, that the supreme
judicial court and superior court within the county of
Norfolk now have : but if before this act takes effect,

proceedings shall have been commenced in any of the
courts within the county of Norfolk, for the prosecution
of said crimes, offences and misdemeanors, the said courts
within the county of Norfolk shall have and retain

jurisdiction of the same for the full, complete and final

disposition thereof. All suits, actions, proceedings, com-
plaints and prosecutions, and all matters of prol)ate and
insolvency which shall be pending within said territory

before any court or justice of the peace, when this act

takes effect, shall be heard and determined as though
this act had not passed.

43



812 1873.—Chapter 314.

^artofdytri^*^
Section 4. Said territory shall be added to and

under jurisdic- coustitute a part of the judicial district under the jurisdic-

parcourtof"Bo8- tion of the municipal court of the city of Boston. Said
^°°'

court shall have the same civil and criminal jurisdiction in

said territory as it now has by law in its district as it now
exists.

To constitute SECTION 5. The Said territory shall constitute a ward
ward seventeen n , . t, -n iiii
ofBoBtou. of the City of Boston to be called w^ard seventeen, and

shall so remain until the alteration of the ward limits of

the city of Boston, provided by law, and the ward so

established shall be entitled to all the municipal and ward
officers to which each of the other wards of said city is

entitled, except as hereinafter provided.
ward^offlcers to SECTION 6. If this act sliall be acccptcd as hereinafter

provided, said territory shall, after the fourth day of

November in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-

three, constitute a ward of said city, to be called ward
seventeen, for all the purposes mentioned iu this section

and in section seven of this act. And the board of

aldermen of said city shall, in due season, issue their

warrant for a meeting of the legal voters of said ward, to

be held on the second Monday of December in the year

eighteen hundred and seventy-three, at some place within

said ward,- which shall be designated in said warrant,

there first to choose a warden, clerk and five inspectors

of elections for said ward, who shall hold their offices

until the first Monday of January in the year eighteen

hundred and seventy-four, and until others shall be

chosen and qualified in their stead ; second, to give in

their ballots for the several municipal and ward officers for

the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, for which
the}^ shall be entitled to vote by virtue of the provisions

of this act.

School commit- Xhc votcTS of Said Ward shall designate, by their ballots

cast at said meeting, the term of service for which each of

the six school committee men Avho shall be chosen in said

ward, shall serve, so that two of the number so chosen

shall serve for three years, two for two years, and two for

one year. The board of aldermen of said city shall pre-

pare lists of all the legal voters in said ward, to be used

at said meeting, and shall do all other things which they

are now by laAV required to do in respect to like elections

in other wards of said city ; and at said meeting, any
legal voter of said w^ard may call the citizens to order.

tee,
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and preside until a warden is chosen and qualified. All

Avard officers whose election is provided for in the pre-

ceding section, shall be qualified according to law. The citizens may

citizens of said territory shall have the same right to vote dpai offl"eTof

for municipal officers, at the annual municipal election in
Boston in is-s.

said city, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-three,

as they would have had if said territory had formed part

of said city for more than six months next before said

election.

Section 7. After the present municipal year the Entitled to two

board of aldermen of the city of Boston shall consist of common^coim-''

twelve members, and in addition to the number of
"^*

mem])ers of the common council otherwise provided for

by law, the territory hereby annexed shall be entitled to

elect two members of said council.

Sectiox 8. The several police officers, watchmen and Police officers,

^ . f^ . . -, ^, ,. no
wixtcnmen and

firemen in office in said town when this act takes enect, liremen to con-

shall thereafter continue in the discharge of their respec- charge of their

tive duties, in the same manner as if they were police

officers, watchmen or firemen of said city, until others

are appointed in their stead.

Section 9. All the interest which said town now has interest in coun.

in the public property of the county of Norfolk, is iLsId^to^Nor!"

released and acquitted to said county of Norfolk. Such f""'««"°ty-

portion of the debts and obligations of the county of

Norfolk, existing when this act takes fall effect, over and
above the value of all the property belonging to said

county, as should proportionally and equitably be paid by
the inhabitants and property owners of said territory l)y

this act annexed to said city, shall be paid by said city to Boston to pay

said county of Norfolk ; and the supreme judicial court T/de'bt'^^oTNor.

shall have jurisdiction in equity to determine the amount ^""^°°™*y-

(if any), and enforce the payment of the same upon a

suit ill equity in the name of said county, to be brought
therefor within six months after this act goes into full

operation, by the county commissioners of said county of

Norfolk, if they deem such suit for the interest of said

county ; but no such suit shall be instituted after said

six months.
Nothing contained in this act shall impair the obliga- obligation of

tioii of contracts ; and the property and the inhabitants of be'imparred.

said territory shall continue liable to the existing creditors

of the county of Norfolk in like manner as if this acl; had
not been passed : jprovided^ that if any person, by reason Proviso.
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of bis being an inbabitant of or owning property in said

territory, sball be compelled to pay any part of an
existing debt or obligation of tbe county of Norfolk, the

amount of such payment shall constitute a debt to him
from said county as hereafter to be constituted, exclusive

of said territory, and may be recovered in like manner as

other debts against the county of Norfolk.
Subject to ac- SECTION 10. This act sliall not take full effect unless

majority vote of acccptcd by a majority of the legal voters of the city of

anrBos'ton!^'^^ Bostou prcscut and voting thereon by ballot, at meetings
which shall be held in the several wards of said city, and
also by a majority of the legal voters of the town of West
Roxbury, present and voting thereon by ballot, at a

meeting which shall be held in said town. All said meet-
ings shall be held simultaneously on the seventh day of

October of the present year, and upon notice thereof duly
given at least seven days before the time of said meetings ;

and the polls shall be opened at nine o'clock in the fore-

noon of said day, and shall be closed at six o'clock in the

afternoon. In case of the absence of any ward officer at

any ward meeting in said city, held for the purpose
aforesaid, or of any of the selectmen, or of the town
clerk, at any meeting in said town held for said purpose,

a like officer may be chosen, pi'o tempore, by hand vote,

and shall be duly qualified, and shall have all the powers,

and be subject to all the duties of the regular officer at

said meetings. Said ballots shall be "j^es" or "no," in

answer to the question, "Shall an act passed by the

legislature of this Commonwealth, in the year eighteen

hundred and seventy-three, entitled 'An Act to unite the

City of Boston and the Town of West Roxbury,' be
accepted?" Such meeting in said town shall be called,

notified and warned by the selectmen of said town, in

the same manner in which meetings for the election of
town officers in said town are called, notified and warned ; and
such meeting in the city of Boston shall be called, notified

and warned by the board of aldermen of said city in the

same manner in which meetings for the election of muni-
cipal officers in said city are called, notified and warned.
The ballots shall be assorted, counted and declared in

the ward meetings in which they are given in the city of

Boston, in open ward meeting, and shall be registered in

the ward records ; and, in the town of West Roxbury,
the ballots shall be assorted, counted and declared in open

Result of ballot-
ing to be re-

corded.
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town meetins:, and shall be recorded upon the records of

the town. The clerk of each ward in the city of Boston

shall make return of all ballots given in his ward, and the

number of ballots in ftivor of the acceptance of this act,

and the number of ballots against said acceptance, to the

board of aldermen of said cit}^ ; said returns to be made
within forty-eight hours of the close of the polls.

It shall be the duty of the board of aldermen of said Returns to be
'J

, /.111 made to secre-

city, to certify, as soon as may be, the uumoer ot ballots taiyoftheCom.-

cast in said city, and the number of ballots cast in favor of

the acceptance of this act, and the number of ballots cast

against said acceptance, to the secretary of the Common-
wealth.

The selectmen and town clerk of the town of West
Eoxbury shall, as soon as may be, make a like return of

the ballots cast in said town, and the number of ballots

cast in favor of acceptance of this act, and the number of

ballots cast against said acceptance, to the secretary of the

Commonwealth

.

And if it shall appear that a maiority of the votes cast Secretaryto

.,. -,'',. f ^ . •! issue certificate

m said city, and a majority of the votes cast in said town, if act is accepted.

respectively, are in favor of the acceptance of this act, the

said secretary shall immediately issue and publish his

certificate, declaring this act to have been duly accepted.

Section 11. So much of this act as authorizes and fart of act to

. . . ^ « take eflrect upon
directs the submission of the question of acceptance of its passage,

this act to the legal voters of said city and said town,
respectively, provided for in the tenth section of this act,

shall take effect upon its passage.

Sectiox 12. If this act shall be accepted as herein when to take-

provided, it shall take effect on the fifth day of November, edf'^^'^

«ccept-

in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-three, so far as

to authorize, legalize and carry into effect the acts and
provisions of the sixth and seventh sections of this act

;

but for all other purposes (except as mentioned in section

eleven of this act) , it shall take effect on the first Monday
of January, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-

four.

Section 13. If any election or balloting upon the Proceedings in

question of the acceptance of this act, by either said city dare balloting

or said town, shall within two months thereafter be
''°^^'

declared void by the supreme judicial court, upon sum-
mary proceedings, which may be had in an}^ county on the

petition of fifty voters of either said city or said town,
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the question of accepting siiid act shall be again submitted

to the legal voters of said city or town, and a meeting
therefor shall within thirty days thereafter be called, held

and conducted, and the votes returned and other pro-

ceedings had thereon, in like manner as herein before

provided. But no election or balloting shall be held void
for informality, in calling, holding or conducting the

election, or returning the votes, or otherwise, except upon
proceedings instituted therefor and determined within

sixty days thereafter, as aforesaid. Approved May 29, 1873.

An Act relatlng to the taxation of bank shares.

Be it enacted, (fee, as follows:

Section 1. All the shares of stock in banks, whether
of issue or not, existing by authority of the United States,

or of this Commonwealth, and located within this Com-
monwealth, including shares in the capital stock of the

Mercantile Savings Institution in the city of Boston, shall

be assessed to the owners thereof in the cities or towns
where such banks are located, and not elsewhere, in the

assessment of all state, county and town taxes imposed
and levied in such place by the authority of law, whether
such owner is a resident of said city or town or not, at the

fair cash value of such shares on the first day of May of

the year in which the tax shall be assessed, first deducting

therefrom the proportionate part of the value of the real

estate belonging to the bank, at the same rate, and no
greater, than that at which other moneyed capital in the

hands of citizens and subject to taxation is by law as-

sessed. And the persons or corporations who appear
from the records of the banks to be the owners of shares

at the close of the business day next preceding the first

day of May in each year, shall be taken and deemed to

be the owners thereof for the purposes of this section.

Section 2. It shall be the duty of every such bank or

other corporation to pay to the collector or other person

authorized to collect the taxes of the city or town in which

such bank or other corporation is located, at the time in

each year when other taxes assessed in the said city or

town become due, the amount of the tax so assessed in

such year upon the shares in such bank or other corpora-

tion. If such tax shall not be so paid, the said bank or

other corporation shall be liable for the same ; and the

said tax, with interest thereon at the rate of twelve per


