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Penalty for

neglect of duty.

the several prisous in the Commoiiwecalth, their manage-
ments and discipline, as may be required from time to

time by the commissioners of prisons, shall be made by
the warden and inspectors of the state prison, the superin-

tendent of the state workhouse, the authorities of the

reformatory prison for women, the sheriffs and commis-
sioners of the several counties, and the board of directors

of public institutions for the city of Boston, on or before

the fifteenth day of October in each year.

Section 3. If any of the officers enumerated in sec-

tion two neglect or refuse to make the returns prescribed

at the time specified by the commissioners of prisons, or

withhold the annual return after the fifteenth day of

October in each year, said officer shall forfeit one dollar

for each day's neglect, andthe amount of such forfeiture shall

be deducted from any salary or compensation allowed by
law to such ofiicer, at the first monthly payment after the

fact of such forfeiture having been incurred is reported to

the proper auditing and disbursing officer.

Ajjproved May 26, 1874.

(Jll. 265. -^N -^CT RELATING TO THE APPORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSE OF
MAINTAINING FERRIES.

Be it enacted, &c., as folloivs

:

Section 1. In any case of a ferry now established

between two towns, or when the county commissioners of

any county shall judge it necessary to establish a ferry

between two towns, said commissioners upon the applica-

tion of ten legal voters of either of such towns, may,
after such notice to said towns as said commissioners may
order, and hearing thereon, determine and order that they

shall maintain said ferry, either jointly or alternately, or

that the expense of maintaining said ferry shall be l)orne

by such towns equally or in any proportions that the said

commissioners shall judge to be just and equitable. The
determination and order of the commissioners, made as

aforesaid, shall be final upon the towns interested : pro-

vided, however, that at any time thereafter and from time

to time, as the exigency may require, the county com-
missioners of such county, upon like application and after

like notice and hearing may make such new determination

and order in the manner above provided, as they shall then

judge to be just and equitable.

Section 2. A town neglecting to maintain a ferry as

provided in the foregoing section, shall forfeit for each

County com-
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pense of main-
taining ferries

between towns.

Proviso.
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month's neglect a sum not exceeding one hiindrecl

dollars.

Section 3. This act shall take eiFect upon its passage.

Approved May 26, 187-i.

An Act in relation to the partition of lands. Oil. 266.
Be it enacted, &c., asfolloivs:

Section 1. Probate courts shall have concurrent Probate courts

jurisdiction with the supreme judicial court and the supe- rent jurisdiction

rior court, of petitions for partition of lands held by joint Nation to par"^

tenants, co-parceners or tenants in common, in cases where ""on of lands.

the shares or proportions do not appear to be in dispute or

uncertain. Whenever it appears to the judge of the pro-

bate court in wdiich the petition for partition is tiled, by
adverse claim or otherwise that the shares are in dispute

or uncertain the court may order the case removed to the

superior court, and the case shall be so removed at the

request of any party in interest.

Section 2. Whenever such petition is removed as Petitioner to aie

aforesaid the petitioner shall file at the superior court papers °fiiedia

next to be held in the county, certified copies of all papers
*'''=^*^-

filed in the case and duly enter his petition at said court,

Avhereupon it shall be tried and determined in like manner
as if it had been originally commenced in said court.

Section 3. When partition is made in the probate Partition to be

court it shall be in like manner and by like proceedings oA'eai estate of

as said court may now make partition of the real estate of son!^'^''*^*^

^'^'^'

a deceased person among heirs or devisees : provided, that

when any party dies during the pendency of the petition

the share or proportion belonging to him may be assigned

in the name of such deceased person to his estate to be
held and disposed of in the same mauner as if such parti-

tion had been made prior to his decease.

Section 4. Upon any petition for partition in the Notice may be

probate court, the notice required by law may be dis- pan^iL in^in-

pensed w^ith when all the parties in interest signify in
**^'"''**"

writing their assent to the partition or waive notice.

Section 5. Chapter one hundred and twenty-one of Repeal of i869,

the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine is

repealed ; but such repeal shall not aflect any proceeding
already commenced under said chapter.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 2G, 1874.


