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Ch. 403. ^ -^CT TO PROVIDE FOR THE BIANAGEMENT OF THE HOOSAC TUN-
NEL AND THE TROT AND GREENFIELD RAILROAD AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Five persons to

be appointed by
governor and
council, who
shall be a body
corporate.

Corporators to

be sworn.

To have charge
of property of
state in South-
ern Vermont,
and Trov &
Greenfield, R.R.

Be it enacted, &c., asfollows

:

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent
of the council, shall upon the passage of this act appoint

five able and discreet persons, citizens of this Common-
wealth, who shall be a body corporate, to continue one
year from the first day of July in the year one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-four, by the name of the Bos-
ton, Hoosac Tunnel and Western Railroad Company, and
by such name may sue and be sued, may have a common
seal, may make such contracts, and may do all such other

acts and things as may be necessary and proper for the

performance of the duties herein specifically assigned.

Upon the occurrence of a vacancy an appointment shall be

made for the residue of the term.

Before entering upon their duties the said corporators

shall be sworn to the faithful performance thereof and shall

then organize by the election of a president, clerk and
such other oflicers as shall be necessary, and shall adopt

by-laws in accordance with which their meetings shall be

held, and their corporate powers exercised. They shall

make to the legislature a report of their doings during the

first week of the next session thereof. They shall sev-

erally receive in full compensation for their services, such

sum as the governor and council may prescribe, for each

day's service in the duties of their office, and payment for

such reasonable expenses as they shall have incurred

therein, and the president shall receive such further com-
pensation as his associates may deem just and reasonable.

They shall have charge of all the property of the Com-
monwealth in the Southern Vermont Railroad and in the

Tro}'^ and Greenfield Railroad, with authority to control

and use the same so far as it may be necessary to secure

the objects of this act.

They shall hold all moneys received from the operating

of said railroads and tunnel, and all moneys which have

been or may be appropriated by the Commonwealth for

the completion, extension and improvement of said rail-

roads and tunnel, and for the equipment thereof, and shall

faithfully apply the same. They shall monthly pay into

the treasury of the Commonwealth the net income received

from said roads and tunnel after the payment of the ex-

penses incidental to the operation of the same.
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They shall re-locate, where necessaiy, the tracks of said

Troy aud Greenfield Railroad, taking land therefor in the

method prescribed by law in case of land taken for depot
or station purposes, and complete the construction of said

railroad and tunnel, and prepare the same in all respects

for the reception of the trafhc of a through line.

Sectio:n^ 2. They shall, in the report to be made to To report to

the next legislature, during the lirst week of the session, during frsf'^*^^'

furnish full and specific information on the following

points :

—

First. What combination, consolidations or running
arrangements can be made by and between the Common-
wealth, aud an}^ railroad corporation of this state, with a
view to organizing a through railroad route between Bos-
ton and Lake Ontario or the west.

Second. "What connections or arrangements can be
made between the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and
Greenfield Railroad aud any persons or corporations with-

out the Commonwealth, with a view to establishing such
through route, and the terms and conditions on which the

same can be eifected.

Third. To ascertain what legal rights have been re-

served at any time to the Commonwealth in respect to

taking possession of the roads of any corporation con-
necting with said Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield

Railroad, and through what process and at what probable
cost such rights could be exercised.

Fourth. On what terms the railroads connecting with
the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad, as

a through line from Boston to the west, could be pur-
chased or leased by the Commonwealth.

Fifth. What contracts have been entered into between
the Commonwealth and corporations operating any roads
connected with said Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Green-
field Railroad, together with their opinions as to the pur-
port, value and binding effect of such contracts.

Sixth. They shall further give such other information
and offer such suggestions and recommendations in regard
to the management, development or disposition to be
made of such railroad and tunnel as they may deem expe-
dient and for the interest of the Commonwealth.

Seventh. They shall also examine the different railroad

routes westwardly from the Troy and Greenfield Railroad,

for the purpose of recommending the best through route
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or routes for transporting the products of the west to the

seaboard in the interests of the citizens of the Common-
wealth.

May petition for SECTION 3. They may if they deem it expedient pe-
authorityto titiou the legislature of the state of Vermont for authority

raiiroadVrough or the statc of Massachusctts to authorize the location of

vaii?y iTver. ouc or morc lincs of railroad through the Hoosac valley,
mont.

jjy ^i^g g^^lg Qf Qj, near, and in the general direction of, the

Southern Vermont Railroad.
May employ Section 4. Thcv shall havc authority, if they deem it
civil engineers ,. ,*' . ;, . ''

•,

to make surveys expedient, to cmploy one or more civil engineers, who
es ima eb.

gj^^^jj make such, examinations and surveys and estimates

of the repairs, changes and alterations, if any, and other

works necessary to complete the construction, repair and

re-location of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in such

manner as they shall determine to be expedient and
proper ; the reports of said engineers to be made on or

before the fifteenth day of October next.

''ert?to°isamfne
Section 5. They shall appoint five or more experts, a

the tunnel, &c. part of whom shall be persons familiar with the science of

geology, and a part of whom shall be civil engineers, to

make, separately, examinations of the Hoosac Tunnel,

with a view to ascertaining how much thereof should be

arched in order to insure the safe passage of railroad

trains through the same ; the reports of said experts to be

made on or before the fifteenth day of October next.

provided fof SECTION 6. All expenditures necessary for carrying

out the purposes of this act and approved by said com-
pany, not otherwise provided for, shall be paid from the

money appropriated in the act of the present session, en-

titled an act to provide for the completion of the Troy
and Greenfield Railroad.

OT^rac^to^ Section 7. Nothing in this act contained shall author-

than™ne ^eaf*^
^^® ^^^ corporatioii hereby created to make contracts or

from July 1, runiiiug aiTaugemeiits for the operation of the Troy and
Greenfield Railroad to continue for a longer term than one

year from the first day of July in the year one thousand

eight hundred and seventy-four.

Section 8. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage.

Approved June 30, 1874.


