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An Act to authorize the division of the city of boston into Chap. 243
TWENTY-FOUR WARDS, AND TO FIX THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF
THE COMMON COUNCIL.

Be it enacted, &c, as follows

:

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the city council of c.'^^H
/»-r-» i • • 1 i -l -i • divided into

the city of Boston, and it is hereby empowered during twenty-four

the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and each tenth
w

year thereafter in which a census shall be taken by author-

ity of the Commonwealth, to cause a new division of the

city to be made into twenty-four wards, in such manner
as to include an equal number of voters in each ward, as

nearly as conveniently may be, consistently with well

defined limits to each ward, and until such division is

made, the boundary lines of the wards shall remain as

established.

The city council may also, from time to time, prescribe a

place in each ward at which elections shall be held.

Section 2. At the municipal election in the year Election of

eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and every year there- wmmmcoan.
after, the qualified voters of each ward shall bring in their

Cl1 "

votes for three able and discreet men, qualified voters in

said ward, to be members of the common council for the

ensuing year ; and all the ballots so given in each ward,
being sorted, counted and declared, a public declaration of

the result shall be made by the warden in open ward meet-
ing ; and a record of such proceedings shall be kept by
the clerk in his journal, stating the number of ballots

given for each person, written in words at length.

Section 3. The terms of office of all ward officers Ward office™.

heretofore chosen shall expire on the day before the next
annual municipal election ; and the mayor and aldermen
shall appoint from the legal voters of each ward as estab-

lished under the first section of this act, a warden, clerk

and four inspectors of elections, who shall officiate in their

several capacities on the day of said municipal election

upon being duly qualified, and who shall hold their several

offices until the first Monday of January, eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-six.

At the municipal election of the year eighteen hundred
and seventy-five, and every year thereafter, ward officers

shall be elected according to law.

Section 4. Section twenty of chapter four hundred
f/s

pe

§^
of1854'

and forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and fifty-four, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent

with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed ; but
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nothing contained in this act, or in the proceedings which
may be had by virtue of the authority conferred by it upon
the city council, shall be held to alter the method of elec-

tion, or qualifications of the ward officers, or to alter the

boundaries of the jurisdiction of the several municipal

courts of the city of Boston, as they are now established

by law.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 19, 1875. .


