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taken Place as usual, hy Reason of the Exigencies of the

Thnes. Therefore,

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of liepresenta- where the

tives in General Court assembled, and by the Authority moiiP?ea8a"d

of the same. That the first Court of Common Pleas and ^oMonlTe*'

General Sessions of the Peace, to be holden in and for
^oumyVf'"'

the County of Berkshire, shall be holden at Pittsfield on Berkshire shaii

the second Tuesday in April next, and the next Court of And at what

Common Pleas, &c. to be holden in and for said County,
shall be held at Great Barrington on the third Tuesday
in August following, and from and after that Time said

Courts shall be holden in said County at the Places afore-

said, on the last Tuesday in February and the third Tues-

day in August Annually, and then only, until the further

Order of the General Court ; any Law, Usage or Custom
to the contrary notwithstanding. February 26, 1781.

1780.— Chapter 20.

[jEtBuary Session, ch. 19.]

AN ACT FOR ERECTING THAT TRACT OF LAND LYING IN THE (JhaV. 20
COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE, CALLED NEW ASHFORD, INTO A ^'

DISTRICT, BY THE NAME OF NEIV ASHFORD.

Whereas the Inhabitants q/'New-Ashford, (so called) in Preamble.

the County of Berkshire have represented to this Court,

the great Jbifficulties and Inconveniences they labour under
in their present Situation, and have earnestly requested

that they may be incorporated into a District.

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

Aidliority of the same. That the said Tract of Land in the Boundaries.

County of Berkshire called JSfeio Ashford, lying between «

the Towns of Williamston and Lanesborough , Hancock
and Adams, be and is hereby incorporated into a District

by the Name of Neio Ashford; and the said District be

and hereby is invested with all the Privileges, Powers and
Immunities that Towns in this Commonwealth by Law
do or may enjoy, that of sending a Representative to the

General Assembly only excepted, but hereby have Liberty

granted them to join with the Town of Lanesborough for

that Purpose.
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, ^*^|°"g^ ^

That Gideon Wheeler, Esquire, be, and hereby is directed to caiithe first

and impowered to issue his Wan-ant directed to some ^^'"^'
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principal Inhabitant within said District, requiring him to

Warn the Inhabitants of said District, qualitied to Vote in

Town AH'airs, to assemble at some suitable Time and
Place in said District, to chuse such Officers as are

necessary to manage the Aflairs of said District.
Proviso. Provided nevertheless^ the Inhabitants of said District

of New Ashford shall pay their proportionable Part of all

the State Taxes for Money, Beef and Men, that hath been
heretofore assessed or apportioned on the several Towns
within this Commonwealth, w^hich hath not yet by them
been furnished or paid. February 26, 1781.

1780.— Chapter 31.

[January Session, ch. 21.]

Chan 21 ^^ ^^^ ^*-*^ forming and regulating the militia within
1 '

^
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, AND FOR RE-
PEALING ALL THE LAWS HERETOFORE MADE FOR THAT
PURPOSE.

Preamble. ]\7iereas in and by tJie Constitution of Government,
ratified and estahlislied hytlte Inhabitants of this Common-
ivealth, it is declared that the Legislature shall hy stand-
ing Laws, direct the Time and Manner of convening the

Electors of Militia Officers, and collecting Votes, and of
certfying to the Governor the Officers elected: And ivhei'eas

by the Lstablishment of said Constitution of Government,
it hath become necessary that Elections should be made and
Commissions given out agreeably tJiereto : And whereas it

is not only the h\terest, but the Duty of cdl Nations to

defend their Lives, Liberties and Properties, in that Land
which tJie Hnpreme Ruler of the Universe has bestotced on

them, against the unlawful Attacks and Dejivedcdions of all

Enemies ivhatever ; especially those icho are moved by a

Spirit of Avarice or Despotism : And ivhereas the Laws
noiv in Force respecting the regulating the Militia, have
beenfound insufficientfor the Purposes aforesaid:

It is therefore enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the Au-

Laws enforce- thority of the Same, That the several Law%s, and the several

tion of the Mi- Paragraphs and Clauses of all and every the Laws of this
1
la lep*-:' <<

• Commonwealth, enforcing or any Ways relating to the

Regulation of the Militia, l)e, and hereby are repealed

and declared null and void.

And be it further enacted by the AidJiorlty cforesaid.

That that Part of the Militia of this Commonwealth


