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Thomas Russell, Esquire, and Mr. David Wood, Junior,

or the Survivor of them, one Half of all the Taxes? paid

by the Town of Charlestou-n for the Space of seven

Years, to be applied to the Purposes beforementioned.
Treasurer di- And he it further enacted, That the Treasurer of this

the same for the Commonwealth be and hereby is directed to pay into the

iioIIaT^^^^ Hands of the said Nathaniel Gorham, Thomas Russell

and David Wood, Junior, or the Survivor of them, one

Half of all the Taxes laid upon said Town, for the Pur-

poses aforesaid. October 30, 17S1.

Chap. 15

1781.— Chapter 15.

[September Session, ch. 6.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PHYSICIANS, BY THE NAME
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Preamble. j^g Health IS essentially necessary to the Happiness of
Society, and as its Preservation or Recovery are closely

connected ict'th the Knowledge of the Animal Q^conomy,

and of the Properties and Effects of Medicines: and as

the Benefit of Medical Institutions,formed on liberal Prin-
ciples, and encouraged by the Patronage of the Law, are

universally acknoidedged :

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the

Members of the Authority of the some. That Nathaniel Walker Apple-
Medicai Society tou, William Baylics, Benjamin Curtis, Samuel Dan-
incorporated.

^^^^^^j^^ AaroH Dextcr, Shirley Erring, John Erink,

Joseph Gardner, Samuel Holten, Edicard Augustus
Holyoke, Ebenezer Hint, Charles Jarvis, Thomas East,

Giles Crouch Kellogg, John Linn, James Lloyd, Joseph

Orne, James Pecker, Oliver Prescott, Charles Pyncheon,
Isaac Rand senior, Isaac Rand, Micaijah Saicyer, John
Sprague, senior, Charles Stockbridge, John Barnard
Sicett, Cotton Tufts, John Warren, Thomas Welsh,

Joseph Whipple, William Wliiting, be, and they hereby

are formed into, constituted and made a Body Politic

and Corporate, by the Name of The Massachusetts Medi-
cal Society ; and that they and their Successors, and such

other Persons as shall be elected in the manner hereafter

mentioned, shall be and continue a Body Politic and Cor-

porate by the same Name forever.

Fellows of said And be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the

ereTto ch^osr" Fcllows of Said Socicty may from Time to Time elect a
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President, Vice President tind Secretary, with other Offi-
lo^regui^te tL

cers as they shall judge necessary and convenient; and
l^^f^*"^'^®

they the Fellows of said Society, shall have full Power
and Authority, from Time to Time, to determine and estab-

lish the Names, Number and Duty of their several Offi-

cers, and the Tenure or Estate they shall respectively

have in their Offices, and also to authorize and impower
their President or some other Officer to administer such
Oaths to such Officers, as they, the Fellows of said

Society shall appoint and determine for the well-ordering

and good Government of said Society, provided the same
be not repugnant to the Laws of this Commonwealth.
And be it enacted hy the Authority aforesaid, That the to have one

Fellows of said bociety shall have one common Seal, and '""'""^^ ®'"'-

Power to break, change and renew the same at their

Pleasure.

And he it enacted by the Authority aforesaid. That they subject to sue

the Fellows of said Societ}^ may sue and be sued in all
'^^

Actions real, personal or mixed, and prosecute and
defend the same unto final Judgment and Execution, 1)}^

the Name of the Massachusetts Medical Society.

And be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid. That the persons to be

Fellows of said Society may from Time to Time elect Feuows!'^
'^^

such Persons to be Fellows thereof, as they shall judge
proper ; and that they, the Fellows of said Society, shall

have Power to suspend, expel, or disfranchise any Fel-

lows of said Society.

And be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid. That the Feiiows of said

Fellows of said Society shall have full Power and er°ettomZ°'''

Authority to make and enact such Rules and By-Laws Jf,'ugnanTto°°'

for the better Government of said Society, as are not t^? La^'^ of

repugnant to the Laws of this Commonwealth, and to wealth.

annex reasonable Fines and Penalties to the Breach of

them, not exceeding the Sum of Twenty Pounds, to be
sued for and recovered by said Society, and to their own
Use, in any Court of Record within this Commonwealth
proper to try the same ; and also to establish the Time
and Manner of convening the Fellows of said Society

;

and also to determine the Number of Fellows that shall

be present to constitute a ^Meeting of said Society ; and
also, that the Number of said Society, who are Inhabi-

tants of this Commonwealth, shall not at any one Time
be more than Seventy nor less than Ten ; and that their where their

Meetings shall be held in the Town of Boston, or such be'^heri.^

^^^
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President and
Fellows empow-
ered to examine
all Candidates
for the Practice
of Physic, &c.

In Case of
Refusal

—

Penalty.

Fellows of said
Society deemed
capable in Law
of having hold-
ing and taking
in the Fee
Simple.

Proviso.

other Place within this Commonwealth, as a Majority of

the Members present in a legal Meeting, shall judge most
fit and convenient.

And vjJiereas it is cleai'ly of Importance, that a just Dis-
crimination should be made between such as are duly edu-
cated and properly qualified for the Duties of tlteir

Profession and those loho may icjnorantly and wickedly
administer Medicine, whereby the Health and Lives of
many valuable Individuals are endangered, or perJiaps

lost to the Community

.

Be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid. That
the President and Fellows of said Society, or other such
of their Officers or Fellows as they shall appoint, shall

have full Power and Authority to examine all Candidates
for the Practice of Physic and Surgery (who shall oft'er

themselves for Examination, respecting their Skill in

their Profession,) and if upon such Examination, the

said Candidates shall be found skilled in their Profes-

sion, and fitted for the Practice of it, they shall receive

the Approbation of the Society in Letters Testimonial of

such Examination, under the Seal of the said Society,

signed by the President, or such other Person or Persons
as shall be appointed for that Purpose.

Ayid be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

That if the said President, and such other Person or

Persons so elected and appointed for the Purpose of

examining Candidates as aforesaid, shall obstinately

refuse to examine any Candidate so offering himself for

Examination as aforesaid, each and every such Person
so elected and appointed as aforesaid, shall be subject to

a Fine of One Hundred Pounds, to be recovered by the

said Candidate, and to his own Use, in any Court within

this Commonwealth proper to try the same.

And be it fartiter enacted by the Authority aforesaid.

That the Fellows of said Society may and shall f6rever

be deemed capable in Law of having, holding and taking

in Fee Simple, or any less Estate by Gift, Grant or

Devise, or otherwise, any Land, Tenement or other

Estate Real or Personal
;

provided that the annual

Income of the whole Real Estate that may be given,

granted or devised to, or purchased by the said Society,

shall not exceed the Sum of Tivo Hundred Pounds, and
the annual Income or Interest of said Personal Estate,

shall not exceed the Sum of Six Hundred Pounds; all
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the Sums mentioned in this Act to be valued in Silver at

Six Shillings and Eight Pence per Ounce : And the

annual Income or Interest of the said Real and Personal
Estate, together with the Fines and Penalties paid to

said Society, or recovered by them, shall be appropri-

ated to such Purposes as are consistent with the End
and Design of the Institution of said Society, and as the

Fellows thereof shall determine.

And he itfurther enacted. That the first Meeting of the Edward Augus-

said Medical Society shall be held in some convenient Es^qTauth'or'.

Place in the Town of Boston ; and that Edward Augustus ttttUeelUH
Holyolx'e, Esq ; be, and he hereby is authorised and
directed to fix the Time for holding the said Meeting;,

and to notify the same to the Fellows of said Medical
Society. November 1, 1781.

1781.— Chapter 16.*

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the Year of our LORD One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-
one.

AN ACT FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF THREE
HUNDRED AND THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND
THIRTY-FOUR POUNDS AND SIX PENCE.

Wliereas it is necessary that the Sum of Two Hundred
and Ninety-nine Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two
Pounds Two Shillings and Four Pence, yb>' defraying the

Public Charges; and the Sum o/" Three Thousand Six
Hundred Thirty-four Pounds and Six Pence, ybr the Pay
of the Members of the House of Representatives for their

Attendance in the General Court the two last Sessions:

Also a further Sum of Seventeen Pounds Seventeen
Shillings and Eight Pence, being a Bounty alloived to the

Town of Lincoln, ybr raising Men agreeable to a B«^solve

past the present Session of the General Court, shoidd be

raised and paid into the Ptiblic Treasury:
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in Gnieral Court assemblfd, and by the Authority

of the same. That each Town and other Place within this

Commonwealth, be assessed, and pay as such Towns and
other Places Proportion of the Sum of Three Hundred and
Three Thousand Six Hundred and Thirtyfour Pounds
and Six Pence, the following Sums set against them
respectively, viz. in the Schedule hereto annexed. —

* Not printed in Session Pamphlet.


