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And be it further enacted. That any Person or Persons Ten^.v^-m

in whose Favor anv Acknowledgment has been taken or Tc^wi^af

may be taken on 'or before the First Day of December ^^1^;/-
next, agreeable to the Act mentioned as above, to be

repealed, shall be entitled to the Benefit of the same pro-

ceeding thereon, as he might have had if the same Act
had continued in Force and unrepealed ; any Thing in

this Act to the .contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted. That the Fees to the Justice Fees lo the

of the Peace who shall take Kecognizances pursuant to this °*
'^'

Act. shall be as followeth. to wit.

For taking and attesting any such Recognizance, be the

Xumber of the Conusors or Conusees more or less, shall

be one Shillinff and six Pence, and no more.

For recording such Recognizance, one Shilling, and no

more.
For the Writ of Execution on such Recognizance, one

ShilUnq and six Pence, and no more.
October 19. 1782.

1782.— Chapter 22.

[September Session, ch. -5.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT PROFANE CURSIKG AND SWEAKING. Chap. 22

^Vhereas the horrible Practice of profane Cursing and Preamble.

Sicearing is inconsistent with the Dignitif and rational

Cultivation of the human Mind, with a due Reverence of
the Supreme Being and his Providence, and hath a nat-

ural Tendency to weaJcen the Solemnity and Obligation

of Oaths lairfully tak-en in the Administration of Justice;

and to promote Falshood, Perjuries, Blasphemies and
Dissoluteness of JIanners: and to loosen the Bands of

Civil Society

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

AutJioritti of the same. That if anv Person or Persons, Personscon-

who have arrived at Discretion, in the Judgment or tne faae Ciirsiiig

.Justice before 'whom the Conviction maybe, shall pro-
*°'

fanely Curse or Swear in the Hearing of any Justice of

the Peace, or being charged therewith, shall confess such

Oftence, or be otherwise convicted thereof on the Oath of

any Sheriff. Deputy Sheriff. Coroner. Constable. Grand-

Juror or Tithins-Man, where such Evidence shall be Sat-
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isfactory to the Justice that shall take Coguizauce of the

Offence : or on the Oath of any one or more Witness or

Witnesses, where the Evidence shall be Satisfactory as

aforesaid, every Person so offending shall forfeit and pay

(for the I'^e of the Poor of the Town where such Offence

is committed) a Sum not exceeding eight SliiUings

nor less than/b?//-, according to the Aggravations of the

Offence, and the Quality and Circumstances of the

Offender in the Judgment of the Justice or Court before

whom the Conviction may be : and in Case the same Per-

son or Persoi-s shall, after Conviction, offend a second

Time, such Offender or Offenders shall forfeit and pay
double, and if a third Time, treble the Sum forfeited on

the lirst Conviction, and the like Sum on every Convic-

tion afterwards: And if on any Trial and Conviction,

Proofs shall be made that more than one profane Oath or

Ctirse wereutter'd by the same Person, at the same Time,

and in the Presence or Hearing of the same Witness or

Witnesses, the Person so offending, for every profane

Oath or Curse so uttered after the tirst. shall forfeit and

pay a Sum not under one Shilling, nor exceeding tu-o

Shillings. And in Case any Person convicted of profane

Cursing or Swearing, shall not immediately pay the Sum
or Sums so forfeited, he shall be committed to the com-
mon Goal or House of Correction, there to remain not

exceeding ten Days nor less than five Days.
And he it fitrther enacted b>/ the Authority aforesaid,

That when any profane Oath or Curse shall be uttered by
any Person or Persons, in the Hearing of any Justice of

the Peace, it shall be the Duty of such Justice to take

Cognizance of such Offence, and punish the ( iffender in

the same Manner :is though !-uch Offender had been con-

victed before the said Justice by other Evidence.

And be it further enacted. That if any Person or Per-

sons shall profanely Swear or Curse in the Hearing of any
Sheriff. Deputy Sheriff', or Constable, they and each of

them are hereby authorized and required to apprehend
and secure such Offender or Offenders being unknown to

them, and to require suitable Aid therein : and him or

them forthwith to carry before some Justice of the Peace
for the same County, that so such Offender or Offenders

may be convicted and punished for the said Offence : And
in Case any Person profanely Swearinor or Cursing in the

Hearing of any Sheriff*. Deputy Sheriff. Coroner, Consta-
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ble. Grand-Juror or Titbing-Man. shall be known to any
or either of them, such SheriiF, Under-Sheriff. Coroner,

Constable, Grand-Juror or Tithing-^Ian. shall and is

hereby required forthwith to give Information thereof to

some Justice of the Peace of the same County, in order

that the Otfender or Offenders may be convicted and pun-
ished for the same, in Manner and Form as in and by
this Act is directed.

And he it fuTther enactf-d. That every Justice of the jTisti«aotth*

Peace, hearing any Person or Persons utter an\- profane vV^y^ty^imz

Oath or Curse, or before whom any Person or Persons ^^T^^f-^'^
shall be convicted of profane Cursing or Swearing, by ^=-

other EWdence. shall c-ause the Conviction to be drawn up
in the Form following.

ss Be it remembered. That on the Yorm.

Day of in the Tear of our LORD A. B. was
convicted before me one of the Justices of the Peace for

the County of of Swearing one (or more) profane

Oath, Cor Oaths,; or of uttering one (or more) profane

Curse (or Curses. ) as the Case shall be.

Given under my Hand and Seal the ](^y and Year
aforesaid. ^
^ATiich said Fomi and Conviction shall be deemed and j^MForrcioae

taken to be "final to all Intents and Purposes, (saving as

herein is after expressed ; ) and the said Justice before

whom such Conviction shall be, shall c-ause the same to be
fairlv Written and returned to the then next Court of ^emrBabfe to

/-. 'i->- 'iT^ »!/-» L i_
she next Coan

General ^ssions ot the Peace tor the County where the ofGeneraises-

Offence is committed, there to be read in open Court.

and to be filed by the Clerk of the Peace, and remain and
be kept amongst the Records of the said Court. Saving
always, and it is hereby provided and enacted. That when
any Person who shall be convicted before a Justice of the

Peace of profane Cursing or Swearing, shall have con- rem>«s«»-

fessed the Words alledged to have been uttered and shall pj^^spe-
have pleaded specially that the Words spoken do not «*^—

amount to or import a Proof of an Oath or Curse within

the Meaning and Intention of this Act; in such Case it insnchcises.

shall and may l>e lawful for such Defendant to appeal

from the Sentence of the Justice before whom he was
convicted, to the Justices of the same County, in their

next General Sessions of the Peace, who shall hear and
finally determine the same ; the Appellant claiming his
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Apj)e{il at the Time of declaring the said Sentence, and
recognizing with Sureties, in a reasonable Sum, not

exceeding j^-ye Pounds, to prosecute his Appeal with Effect

and to perform the Order of the said Court thereon.

And he itfurther enacted, That if any Constable, Grand-
Juror, Tithing-Man, or other Officer enjoined by this Act
to inform against the Violaters of it, shall wittingly and
willingly omit the Performance of his Duty in the

Execution of this Act, and be thereof duly convicted before

any Justice of the Peace for the County where such

Offence is committed, he shall forfeit and pay the Sum of

Forty Shillings, to be levied and recovered by Distress

and Sale of the Offenders Goods and Chattels, by Virtue

of a Warrant under the Hand and Seal of such Justice
;

to be disposed of, one Moiet}^ thereof to the Informer, the

other Moiety to the Use of the Poor of the Town where
the Offence is committed : And in Case such Offender shall

not have sufficient Goods and Chattels whereon to levy the

said Penalty, it shall and may be lawful for such Justice

of the Peace to commit the Offender to Goal for the Space
of Six Days, there to remain without Bail or Mainprize

;

the Prosecution to be commenced within Sixty Days.
And he it further enacted. That if any Person being

required to give Aid to any Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, or

Constal)le, as by this Act is provided, shall* neglect or

refuse the same, and be thereof convicted before any
Justice of the Peace by the Oath of any such Sheriff',

Deputy Sheriff', or Constable, or other legal Witness or

Witnesses, to the Satisfaction of such Justice, such Per-

son so refusing, shall forfeit and pay the Sum offort// Shil-

lings ; the one Half to the Informer, and the other Half to the

Poor of tlie Town where the Offence is committed : And
every Person giving Aid as before is provided in this Act,

shall receive the same Allowance therefor as is by Law
made to Witnesses in Civil Causes.

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, That no

Person shall be prosecuted or troubled for the Offence of

profane Cursing or Swearing upon this Law, unless the

same be proved or prosecuted within twenty Days next

after the Offence is committed.
And that no Person may pretend Ignorance of this

Law, hut that it may he generally hnown.
Be it further enacted. That a printed Copy of this Act

shall be transmitted to every Minister within the Govern-
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mcnt to whom it is hereby reeonimended to read or cause

the same to be publicly read before their several Congrega-
tions, on the Lord's Day next succeeding the Choice of

Town Officers Yearly.

And be it furtJier enacted, '\ hat the Justices of the

Supreme Judicial Court and the Justices of the Peace for

the several Counties, at their General Sessions, shall cause

this Act to l)e publicly read at the oj)ening of their respec-

tive Courts, from Time to Time.
A.nd be it further enacted, That all Laws heretofore

made for preventing profane Cursing and Swearing, be,

and hereby are repealed. October 19, 1782.

1782.— Chapter 33.

[September Seesiou, ch. 6.]

ChajJ. 23AN AC'l' FOR MAKING MORE EFFECTUAL PROVISION FOR THE
DUE OBSERVATION OF THE LORD'S DAY; AND FOR REPEAL-
ING THE SEVERAL LAWS HERETOFORE MADE FOR THAT
PURPOSE.

WJier^as the Observance of the Lord's Day is highly Preamble.

promotive of tJie Welfare of a Gommunity^by affording

necessary Seasons for Relaxation from Labor and the

Cares of Business; for moral Reflections and Conversa-
tion on the Duties of Life, and the frequent Errors of
human Conduct; for public and private Worship of
the Maker, Governor arid Judge of the World, and for
those Acts of Charity which support and adorn a Chris-
tian Society: And whereas many thoughtless and irre-

ligious Persons, inattentive to the Duties and Benefits of
the Lord's Day, profane the same by unnecessavily pur-
suing their worldly Business and Recreations on thai

Day, to their own great Damage, as Members of a Chris-

tian Society, and to the great Disturbance of tvell disposed

Persons; and to the great Damage of the Conimunity, by
produciny Dissipation of Manners and Lnmoralities of
Life:
Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

Authority of the same, That no Person or Persons what- Business and

soever shall keep open his or their Shop, Warehouse or wbitedonthe

Workhouse, nor shall upon Land or Water do any Man- ^°^^^^'^^'-

ner of Labor, Business or Work, nor be present at any
Concert of Music, Dancing, or any public Diversion,


