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committed to him to collect, and all monies collected by
him thereon and remaining in his hands, when demanded
by the Assessors or Selectmen, or the major part of them

Penalty. as aforesaid, to deliver the same ; he shall pay a tine of

sixty pounds to the use of the town, precinct or parish
How recovered, of wliicli he was Constable or Collector, to be recovered

by such town, precinct or parish, in an action of debt to

be In'ought in any Court of law proper to try the same, and
shall remain lial)le to pay what shall remain due upon the bill

or bills committed to him to collect, as by the law of this

Commonwealth is already provided. July 5, 1783.

Chap.

Times and
places for hold-
ing Courts in

the county of
Berkshire.

1783.— Chapter 11.

[May Session, ch. 11.]

W AN ACT DETERMINING AT WHAT TIMES AND PLACES THE
SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT, THE COURT OF GENERAL SES-

SIONS OF THE PEACE AND COURT OK COMMON PLEAS, SHALL
BE HELD WITHIN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE.

Be it enacted hy the tSenate and Hout^e of Jlepresenta-

tives in General Court asf<embled, and hy the authority of
the saine, That the times and })laces for holding the

Supreme Judicial Court, the Court of General Sessions of

the Peace and Court of Common Pleas, within and for

the county of Berkshire, from and after the first day of

January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, until

the first day oi January, one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-six, be annually as followeth, — that is to say,

The Supreme Judicial Court, at Great Barrington, on
the first Tuesday of October; the Court of General Ses-

sions of the Peace and Court of Common Pleas, at Pitts-

field, on the first Tuesday of February and on the second

Tuesday of May; at Great Barrington, on the second

Tuesday of September and on the third Tuesday of

November , any law of this Commonwealth to the contrary

notw^ithstanding. Jidy 9, 1783.

Chap.

Preamble.

1783.— Chapter 12.

[May Session, ch. 12.]

22 AN ACT LAYING DUTIES OF IMPOST AND EXCISE ON CERTAIN
GOODS, WARES AND MERCHANDIZE THEREIN DESCRIBED,
AND FOR REPEALING THE SEVERAL LAWS HERETOFORE
MADE FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Whereas it is an object of the first attention witJi every

good government, to make the earliest and most effectual
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provision for the pai/ment of their debts and for doing

justice to their creditors by establishing ample and perma-
nent funds, that thereby the fullest confidence may be

placed in the public credit, and those evils be avoided which
result from a want of this confidence: And whereas the

laws already tnade in this govermnent for the purpose

aforesaid, are not adapted to the pi'eseiit state of the Com-
momcealth :

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That from and after the last day of 7'"'' p'^^^^**
•/ .' '

_ _ ^ -^ lor paying an

July instant, there shall l)e ])aid an impost of five per impost.

centum, ad valorem, on all nails, hjoking glasses, china,

glass, earthen and stone ware, and an impost of two and
an half per centum, ad valorem, at the time and place of

imi)ortation, on all other goods, wares and merchandize
that shall be brought into this Commonwealth by land or •

water (except hemp and salt and such articlps as are the

manufacture and growth of the United States of America)
that shall be landed or unloaded within the same, to be

collected as is hereinafter mentioned.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

That no discount or remission of the impost levied by No discount

this act shall be allowed on the aforesaid goods, wares
and merchandize, after being entered or landed in any
place within this Commonwealth, on account of their

l)eing exported, or intended for exportation out of this

Commonwealth, or on any other account whatever. Pi'o- Proviso.

vided nevertheless. That no duties or excise shall be paid

on any goods that may be landed in this Commonwealth
under the immediate care of the Naval Officer, Collector

or Deputy, of the port where the snme shall be landed

for the purpose only of repairing any vessel from which
the same shall be landed, and that shall be exported again

in the same vessel, or in case such vessel shall be con-

demned as unfit for sea, in some other vessel provided for

that purpose, and in both cases within sixty days from
the time of entering the said goods; and provided also,

that the master shall make oath before such Naval Ofiicer,

previous to the landing such goods, that they are to be

landed solely f»)r the purpose of repairing the vessel in

which they were imported, or in case such vessel shall be
condemned as unfit for sea, in some other vessel provided
for that purpose, and without any design to evade the
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payment of duties, and at the same time shall give bond
to the Collector of excise, or his Deputy, with one or

more sufficient sureties, to reship and re-export the

whole of the said goods (except so much as may be neces-

sary to defray the expence of the repairs then to be made
on the said vessel) to some port or place without the

limits of this Commonwealth, within the said sixty days,

or to pay the whole of the duties to the Collector or his

Deputy within that time, and shall, in case of exporta-

tion within a reasonable time, to be expressed in the

bond, produce and deliver to the Collector or his Deputy,
from the proper officer of the port or place without this

Commonwealth to which such goods may be exported, a

certificate that the same have been, bona Jide, landed
there ; and in every such case, the cargo so unloaded
shall, during its continuance on shore, remain in the

custody of such Naval Officer, Collector or Deputy, and
no part shall be delivered for defraying the expences of

repairs as aforesaid, unless the duties are first paid or

secured to be paid thereon.

^ic^Bor'loods ^^ *^ enacted hy the authority aforesaid. That from
to be landed out and after the last day of July instant, no imported arti-
of any vessel -^ ^ . J \

• \ c
without a per- clcs or goods Whatever, saving those herein beiore

Nava\°offlcer. cxccpted, shall be landed out of any vessel or float, or

transported from any one vessel or float to another, in

any port, harbour, creek or inlet, within this Common-
wealth, whether the same shall come from any fonign or

neighliouring port, harbour, creek or inlet, without a

permit therefor in writing being first had from the Naval
Officer of the port, harbour, creek or inlet, into which

Or in case. such vesscl or float shall come; or in case of no Naval
Officer of such port, harbour, creek or inlet, then from
the Collector of Excise for the county, or his Deputy,
and where there shall be no Naval Officer, Collector or

his Deputy, then from the Town Clerk, or one of the

Selectmen of the town in which such port, harbour, creek

or inlet is, on penalty of forfeiture of both vessel or float

Proviso. and cargo, with all their appurtenances. Provided never-

theless^ If any sailor or officer (except the master) belong-

ing to any vessel or float, or any passenger on board,

shall land any goods of their own private property with-

out the knowledge of the master or owner of the said

vessel or float, before the said permit is olitained, in such

case the vessel or float and cargo shall not be forfeited,
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but the oroods only so landed. And if any vessel and I":'fr°/f°I-

,

o »/
^

•• rciture oi vessel

caro'o shall be forfeited by a violation of this act, any and cargo,
•'

, .'^ owners of goods
owner or consiii^nee ot floods ireiohted on l)oard the said freighted ou

I , ."^i J 1 i" ii • J board proving
vessel, except the master and owner or owners ot tlie said property and

vessel, proving his propert}^ by original invoices and bill fh"ereo"n[*to have

of ladinu, and ])avin"- the duty thereon, shall have such such goods
^ I ./ t->

_
./

; _
exempted.

goods exeni])ted Ironi forfeiture, any thing herein to the

contrary notwithstandinjj. And no such permit for land- No permits for
.

~
1 . landing to be

mg or transporting as aforesaid, shall be given by any given, until.

Naval Officer, Town Clerk or Selectman, until the master

of the vessel or float shall have lodged with him a manifest

on oath, containing all the goods which were on board
when he arrived in port, and the particular packages,

bales, casks, chests, trunks, cases and l)Oxes, with the

marks and numbers thereof, and the contents, if known
to him, and also the names of the owners of the said

goods, or the persons to whom the same are consigned, if

known to him ; nor until such master, owner, or consignee

shall bring a certificate from under the hand of the Col-

lector of the county into which such vessel or float shall

come, or his Deputy, specifying that the said master,

owner or consignee has lodged with him, under oath, an

invoice of all the dutied articles contained in those iden-

tical packages, bales, casks, chests, trunks, cases or

boxes, for which he wants a permit for landing or trans-

porting as aforesaid, specifying the quantity of each

article, and that he or they have given bond, with one
substantial surety, who shall be an inhabitant of this

Commonwealth, to pay the duty thereon, one moiety
thereof in two months, and the other moiety thereof in

four months ; and on producing such certificate, the

Naval O^cer shall give the necessary permit for landing

or transporting the same as aforesaid, and not otlierwise
;

and in case of no Naval Officer, the Collector or his

Deputy shall give the permit, after receiving the bond as

aforesaid.

Aiid be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That the vaine of dutied

value of those articles on which a duty of importation is estimate'dbythe

to be raised, shall be estimated l)y the Collector or his con^'o's ^^ the

, "^
.

owner or con-

Deputy, and the owner or consii>nee, and security taken Big'ue, and

liiz-iiij I'T^v "^ji r>i/^i security to be
by the Collector or his Deputy, in the name ot the Col- given for the

lector, for the amount of the duty, agreeable to such esti-
'*"^""" •

mate, payable one moiety thereof in two and the other in wiuntobe

four months from the date thereof: or in case the Collector p'"'"'
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In case of non-
agreement, two
or three disin-

terested persons
to be chosen to
estimate the
same.

In case of
refusal, Select-

men to appoint
three disinter-

ested
persons.

In all cases the
persons esti-

mating the value
of goods, to
declare on oath.

The amount
estimated being
certified, shall

be the sum on
which to raise

the duties.

In case of dnlied
articles being
transported, the
owner or con-
signee to

demand of the
Collector a cer-

tificate of paj'-

raent being
made.

Owner or con-
signee to make
oath.

Conductors of
dutied goods by
land, to proceed
unmolested,
provided he
makes oath not
to deliver the
same, until.

or his Deputy and the owner or consignee cannot agree

as to the value of such goods, then they shall chuse two
or three disinterested persons of good character, who are

acquainted with the value of such goods, to estimate the

same ; and in case the parties or either of them shall

neglect or refuse to choose as aforesaid, or the person or

persons chosen shall not determine the value of the said

goods within twenty days after the arrival of the same,
then, and in every such case, the Selectmen, or a major
part of them, of the town into which such goods may be

imported, shall on application from the Collector or his

Deputy, appoint three disinterested persons of good char-

acter, to estimate the same : And in all cases, the persons

estimating the value of goods for the purpose of deter-

mining the duties according to this act, shall, previous to

their entering on such estimation, declare on oath, that

they will fiiithfully perform the same, according to their

best skill and judgment, without favour or partiality ; and
the amount of such estimation being certified under the

hands of two of the persor)s so chosen, shall be the sum
on which to raise the duties. And in case any of the

dutied articles, on which the duties have been paid or

security given for the payment thereof, shall be trans-

ported to any other port within this Cominonwealth, the

owner or consignee shall have a right to demand of the Col-

lector or his Deputy, to whom the duties on such goods
were paid, or security given for payment, a certificate of

such security or payment lacing made, which shall intitle

the said owner or consignee to a permit to land the

same, from the Naval Officer of the port into which such

goods shall come, without any other manifest or certificate
;

and in all such cases the owner or consignee shall make
oath l)efore the Collector or his Deputy, that the goods
so to be transported, are the identical goods for which
such security has been given, or payment made.
And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That

every conductor of dutied articles brought into this State

by land, shall proceed to the place unmolested, where he

is to deliver the said dutied articles, provided he shall

have made oath before a magistrate in this State, on his

first entrance into it with the said dutied articles, that he

will not deliver the same, or any part thereof, to the

owner or consignee, or any other person, nor will he sell

or dispose of the same, or any part thereof, until he shall
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have lodg^ed a manifest or invoice, in writing, with the

Collector, or his Deputy, for the county where the said

articles are to be delivered, and obtained his permission

for the delivery of the same; provided also the said con- Proviso.

ductor shall have lodged with such magistrate a true

manifest or invoice, containing a })articular account of all

such dutied articles, an attested copy of which manifest

or invoice, shall, as soon as may be, by such magistrates,

be transmitted to the Collector of the county, or his

Deputy, where such dutied articles are to be delivered.

And every conductor of such dutied goods producing a

certiticate from a magistrate as :iforesaid, sj)ecifying such

oath, shall pass unmolested to the place mentioned in such

certiticate ; otherwise he shall forfeit such goods, and a

tine equal to the value i hereof.

A)id be it enacted. That a deduction of ten per centum Ten per cent, on

on all dutied liquors and l)rown sugars, shall be allowed liquors and

by the Collectors, for common and ordinary wastage. braTiowed!"^
^°

And whereas every evasion of the duties imposed bj/ Preamble.

this act must operate injuriously to thefair trader^ as well

as to the public revenue: Therefore,

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the Collectors of Excise and Naval Officers, and their Collectors of

. . I r- t 1 1 ji Excise and
respective Deputies, or either ot them, be, and they Navaiomcers

hereby are individually authorized and impowered, to seize.^^'^'^^

seize any dutied liquors and teas, whenever imported,

and any other dutied articles that have been imported
since the passing of those acts by which the duties were
imposed on them respectively, or that may be imported
from and after the passing of this act, that shall be sold or

offered for sale, or that shall be found on board any vessel

or float (except on board the vessel or float in which the

said dutied* articles were brought into this State) or that

shall be found on any land conveyance, or in any store,

building or other place whatever, before the duty shall be

paid, or security given to the Collector or his Deputy,
for the payment thereof, agreeable to law. And whenever in case of

any dutied articles shall be seized as aforesaid, if the
^"^"'''

claimer or claimers shall not make it appear on trial, that

the duty was paid, or security given as aforesaid for the

payment thereof, before the seizure was made as aforesaid,

the said goods shall l)e adjudged to be forfeited.

And be itfurther enacted, That all goods which may at ah goods seized

anv time be seized within either of the counties in this b°fore'the*^
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Justices of the
Court of Com-
mon Pleas.

An appeal to be
allowed.

Certain articles

to pay a duty
after the last

day of July
instant.

Commonwealth, on account of the duties not being paid,

or security not being given for the payment thereof, shall

be libelled before the Justices of the Court of Common
Pleas, in such county where the same shall be seized, and
the causes shall be tried l)y a Jury of the said county

;

and an appeal shall be allowed to the libeUant or claim-

ant, from a judgment of any of the said Courts of Common
Pleas, to the Supreme Judicial Court, as in other cases,

any law or usage to the contrary notAvithstanding,

And tvhereofi it is necessary, m order to satisfy the

numerous creditors to governmeyit, which the prosecution

of the late ivar has occasioned, to make an additional pro-
vision by ivay of excise:

Be it therefore further enacted by the authority afore-

said, 'I'hat from and after the last day of Jidy instant,

there shall be paid on the following articles, the duty or

excise to them respectively herein affixed, viz.

For every gallon of Madeira Wine, eight pence.

For every gallon of other Wine, six pence.

For every gallon of Brandy, six pence.

For every gallon of Geneva, six pence.

For every gallon of West India Rum, six pence.

For every gallon of New England Rum, three pence.

For every gallon of other distilled Spirits, three pence.

For every pound of Bohea Tea, six pence.

For every pound of other India Tea, one shilling.

For every pound of Coffee, one penny.
For every pound of Cocoa, one penny.
For every pound of imported Chocolate, four pence.

For every pound of imported Loaf Sugar, four pence.

For every pound of other Sugar, half a penny.
For every box of Lemmons, containing four hundred,

three shillings, and so in proportion for a greater or less

quantity.

For every cask of Raisins, two shillings.

For every pound of imported Snuff, four pence.

For every gallon of draft Porter, Ale or Beer, three

pence.

For every bottle of the same, one penny.
For every pound of imported Tobacco, one penny.
For every ounce of wrought Silver imported, one shil-

ling.

For every ounce of wrought Gold imjiorted, ten shillings.

For every imported Clock, twelve shillings.
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For every Gold Watch imported into this State, twelve
shillings.

For every other Watch imported into this State, six

shillings.

For every Beaver or Beaveret Hat imported into this

State, six shillings.

For every Caster Hat imported into this State, three

shillings.

For every other imported Hat, one shilling.

And be it enacted by the aidhority aforesaid. That from persons import-

and after the last day of July instant, every person that a'Jaicies'by'land

shall import into this government, by land or water, any hibUelfsemng
of the excised articles herein before enumerated, or to without a per-

whom any such articles may be consigned, shall be, and
hereby is prohibited from selling the same, or any part

thereof, without having a permit so to do from the Col-

lector of Excise or his Deputy ; and every person owning
or possessing any of them, and every person distilling or persons disui-

manufacturing any of the said excised articles, shall be, a."?cft^sTpm-

and hereby are prohibited from sellino- the same, or any hihued selling
•'

. , 1 ^
I, .

"^ without a par-

part thereof, trom and after the last day of Juh/ instant, mit-

without a permit so to do from the Collector of Excise or

his Deputy, on forfeiture of a sum not less than forty penalty.

shillings, nor more than twenty pounds, and the value of

the articles so sold, saving that such as are licenced by a

Court of General Sessions of the Peace, may sell spiritu-

ous liquors, any thing herein to the contrary notwith-

standing.

And it is furtJier enacted, That the Collector, or his collectors

Deputy, shall be, and hereby is impowered and required, gTa''n°tTe'imitsto

to grant to every person applying for the same, and ^ppuca^tion!"

otierinir security therefor, a permit in writing for sellino- offering
i^

/. ^1 • 1 / 1 1
• 1 I-

security, except.

all or any or the excised articles herein before enumer-
ated (except \\ine. Rum, and other Spirits distilled, in a

less quantity than twenty-hve gallons) for a term not

exceeding twelve months from the date hereof, on penalty penalty.

of twenty pounds, to and for the use of the person making
application. And the permit for liquors shall be in the

form foUowins:

:

You A. B. of C. in the county of S. are hereby per- Form of permit.

mitted to sell Wine, Rum, and other distilled Spirits, or

any of tiie said liquors, within the county of S. until the

(lav of , one thousand seven hundred and
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eighty , in a quantity not less than twenty-five gallons

to be delivered at one time, pursuant to an act of the

Commonwealth of MassacJiuselts. Dated at C this

day of

J. H. Collector (or Deputy Collector) of excise

for the county aforesaid.

Permits in like

form to he
granted for the
excised articles.

Collectors fees.

Persons apply-
ing to give
bond.

Persons neglect-

ing to give
bond, not to

have a permit.

Persons
licenced as a
tavercier, S:c. to

be bound to

keep good
order, as well as
to render such
accounts and
pay such duties
as by law are
required.

Innholders, &c.
not to be
licenced by the
Justices of the
General
Sessions of the
Peace, until.

And a permit in the like form, mutatis mutandis, shall be

granted for the other excised articles aforesaid ; and for

each of the said permits the Collector shall be intitled to six

pence, and no more, and the like sum for an entry made
with him, and a like sum for certificate given by him.

And every person applying to the Collector, or his

Deputy, for a permit, shall give bond to the said

Collector, with one or more sureties, living within the

government, in a sum not exceeding one thousand pounds,
nor less than fifty pounds, that he will render an account

on oath, of the kind and full quantity of all excised arti-

cles that shall be by him, or any person in his behalf, sold

or any way disposed of or delivered, and that he will pay
the excise by law arising thereon, at the end of every six

months, to the Collector or his Deputy, during the con-

tinuance of his permit : And if such person shall neglect

or refuse to give such bond, the said Collector or his

Deputy shall not be obliged to grant him a permit, any
thing in this act to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it farther enacted, That every person hereafter

licenced to be a taverner, innholder, or retailer of any
AVine, Rum, or Spirits distilled, shall, on such licence being

granted, not only become bound to keep good order as by
hiw is already required, but shall also become bound,
with sufficient sureties, l)y way of recognizance, to this

Commonwealth, for the use of this government, in a

sufficient sum, to be ordered by the Court that grants the

licence, which shall not exceed three hundred pounds,
nor be less than fifty pounds, conditioned that they shall

keep and render such accounts, and pay such duties, as

are by this law required.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That no innholder, taverner, or retailer, shall hereafter be

licenced by the Justices of the General Sessions of the

Peace, until such taverner, innholder or retailer, shall

have rendered an account upon oath, and paid the duties

to the Collector, or his Deputy, of the same county,
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agreeable to the requirements of this act, upon all the

excised articles by him or her sold, or any way disposed

of, and shall produce the Collector's certificate thereof;

and the Collector is required to give such certificate upon collectors

the payment of the duties, without demanding any fee rcmmcate^^^^

therefor: And if any person now licenced as an jnn- !!^'^^°"'^''''"

•1 111 ir 111 "•^'"0119 now
holder, taverner or retailer, shall not apply for, or shall Hc.nced not

not obtain his or her licence at the next usual time of us'nu time' and

granting licence in the county to which he or she belongs, Jenderlu"

and shall refuse or neglect to render an account as afore- account.

mentioned and pay the duties to the Collector as afore-

said, such innholder, taverner or retailer, thus refusing or

neglecting, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than fifty Penalty.

pounds nor more than two hundred pounds, and costs of

prosecution, to be sued for and recovered by the Col lee- ^"^^ recovered.

tors of the county to which they respectively belong, in

an}' Court proper to try the same, to be for the use of

the Commonwealth.
And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That every retailer of Rum, Wine and other Spirits dis- Retailers of

tilled, taverner and innholder, shall, on the first day of tavenfersTnd
*'

August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, take a^mie'
*"

take a iust account in writins^ of all the rum, wine and account of aii

• • T -11 T I II' • 1 • dulled articles .

other spirits distilled, then by him or her, or m his or her on hand, on the

possession; and that every person who shall, after the Vili?
- "g"^ >

last day of July instant, be licenced to be an innholder

or retailer, or be permitted to sell any of the excised arti-

cles herein before enumerated, shall take a like account of ^°°'?P'^"'« °'",

,
'

, c n 1
retailers to take

all Wine, Rum and other Spirits distilled, and of all other a iike account.

excised articles herein before enumerated, by him or her,

or in his or her possession, at the time of such licence or

permit being granted. And every innholder, retailer, innhoidei-s, &c.

and other licenced and permitted person, shall make a eutTy in a book

fair entry in a book (to be by them respectively kept for aruciet^!^^^'^

that purpose) of all the excised articles herein before render an11/ account thereof

enumerated, which he or she, or any person or persons for on oath,

him or her, shall buy, distill, manufacture, import, take

in, or receive after such first account taken, and when,
and of whom the same was bought, imported and taken

in, and shall, at the times herein after provided, render

to the Collector aforesaid, or his Deputy, an account on
oath, of all the excised articles herein before enumerated,
which were his or her property, or in his or her posses-

sion, on the first day of August, one thousand seven hun-
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Collector to

administer an
oath.

dred and eighty-three, and which have come to his or her
hands or possession since the said first day of August,
and which by him or her, or by any person in his or her
behalf, have been sold, and which have been in his or her
family consumed and expended, and the quantity of each
article remaining on hand ; which account shall express

the particular quantity of each kind so sold, consumed or

disposed of, and he or she shall pay therefor to the said

Collector, or his Deputy, the excise duties aforesaid,

excepting for so much as shall have been sold to persons

duly licenced or permitted as aforesaid, and so much as

shall remain on hand, and so much as shall have been
exported out of the government for sale and consumption,
in the manner hereinafter prescribed : And if any of the

said excised articles shall have been sold to persons

licenced or permitted as aforesaid, the said account shall

mention the name of the person licenced or permitted,

and the time when the same was so sold ; and the person
accounting shall exhibit a certificate under the hand of the

licenced or permitted person purchasing, expressing the

particular quantity of each excised article purchased,

the time when, and the town and county wherein such
licenced or permitted person lives or is resident, and shall

lodge the said certificate with the said Collector or his

Deputy : and for the articles mentioned in the said cer-

tificate, the said Collector or his Deputy shall not demand
any duty, but shall transmit the said certificate, or an
account thereof, to the Collector of the county wherein

such licenced or permitted person who signed the same
lives, which last mentioned Collector shall settle with

such licenced or permitted person for the excise duties

that may become due on the articles in the said certificate

mentioned. And the form of the oath to be administered

by the Collector or his Deputy to innholders or retailers

of spirituous liquors, shall be as follows :

Form. You A. B. do swear, that the account by you no<^ ren-

dered, is to the best of your knowledge and judgment, a

just and true account of all wines, rum and distilled

spirits, you had in your possession on the first day of

August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three
;

and also of all the Wines, Rum and distilled Spirits bought,

taken in, imported or received by you, or by any person

or persons for or under you, and that remain by you
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unsold ; and that there has not been by you, or by any
person or persons for or under you, directly or indirectly,

sold,usedor consumed, any Wine, Rum or distilled Spirits,

since the first day of August, one thousand seven hundred
and eighty-three, besides what is contained in the account
now by you rendered. 8o help you GOD.

And the same form, mutatis mutandis, shall be made
use of by every person who shall be permitted to sell any
other of the excised articles, when rendering an account
thereof: And for every person that was not licenced on
or before the first day of August, one thousand seven
hundred and eighty three, the form of the oath shall be so

varied as to express the time of their taking licence or
permit ; and upon any accounting anew, the time of
exhil)iting their last account shall be used.

And be it further enacted. That any person that shall, Persons import-

/. 1 <• 1 1 1 • X 7 • '°^ excised

from and after the last day of Juli/ instant, bring: or articles after

,..,,. •[ ^^ , f? ,
, the last day of

import into this government, or unto whom any of the Juiyiust. to

said excised articles shall be consigned for sale or private coucctors the

consumption, shall within ten days, pay or secure to the tend^^sl^'and

Collector the excised duties due thereon ; and in case of '" '=**<^-

failure herein, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding Penalty.

one hundred pounds, nor less than twenty pounds ; two
thirds to the use of this government, and one third to the

prosecutor. Provided nevertheless. If such importer or Proviso.

consignee be a licenced or permitted person, then he shall

only be held to report the same to the Collector ; and at

the time he renders his account, shall account for the

same, and })ay the excise that may become due thereon,

as before directed ; and all accounts of dutied articles

rendered to the Collector or his Deputy shall be on oath.

And any of the said excised articles im})orted by persons

not licenced or permitted to sell the same, that shall not

be reported to the Collector or his Deputy within ten days
after such importation, shall be liable to a seizure and
confiscation, one third to the Collector, and two thirds to

the use of this government, to be determined in the Court
of Common Pleas, either party aggrieved having liberty

of appealing to the Supreme Judicial Court.

And be itfurtJter enacted. That every person that has Collector

been or hereafter may be appointed a Collector of the "xc'ised'articies,

excised articles aforesaid, who shall from and after the last leiKiTr'au"'^

day of Jalii instant, import into this government, or shall -"':?""* thereof
•^ "^.'..^ to the 1 reasurer

have by consignment or otherwise, or sell or dispose of oq oath.
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any Wine, Rum or other excised articles, or shall use or

consume the same, such Collector shall keep and render a

like account thereof to the Treasurer or Receiver-General,
on oath (who is hereby impowered to administer the same
in the form prescribed) and to pay him the like excise

thereon, as such person so appointed Collector would
otherwise have been held and obliged to have taken, kept,

rendered and paid to the Collector of the excise aforesaid
;

and that the same be done in like manner and time, and
under the like pains and penalties in this act prescribed.

And be it further enacted. That the fifteenth day of

3fai/ and the fifteenth day of JSFovember, annually, shall

be the times all licenced and permitted persons shall account
and pay in the excise aforesaid unto the Collector ; and
each Collector shall attend at some convenient place in

each town in their several and respective counties, in

order to receive and settle all accounts relating to the said

excise, first giving seasonable and public notice of the

time and place where the said business is to be transacted.

And at the time of receiving any money for the excise on
the aforesaid excised articles, he shall give two receipts

of the same tenor and date mentioning what sum he hath

received therefor ; one of which receipts to be returned to

the Court of Sessions at the next session of such Court,
and the Clerk of the said Court shall, within thirty days,

transmit the same to the Treasurer or Receiver-rGeneral.

And be itfurther enacted. That the said Collector shall

carefully examine the accounts of every importer, licenced

and permitted person, in their respective counties, and
demand, sue for, and receive the several sums due from
them by this act, and shall give the name of every
importer, licenced and permitted person, and an account

under their hands, of the particular sums they receive,

and of whom received, unto the Treasurer, upon oath,

which oath the Treasurer is hereby impowered and
directed to administer in the words following, viz.

You A. B, do swear, that this is a true list of all the

importers of dutied articles that have come to your knowl-
edge, and of all the persons licenced and permitted by you
to sell the same, and is a just and true account of all the

impost and excise duties by you received, by virtue of an

act, intitled, " An act laying duties of impost and excise

on certain goods, wares and merchandize therein described,

and for repealing the several laws heretofore made for that
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purpose ;
" and that you have not knowingly neglected

swearing the several importers, licenced and permitted

persons, from whom the same was received or secured,

in manner and form as by the said act is prescribed. So
help iioiL GOD.

And whereas the requirement of duties of excise on Preamble.

aiiicles to he exported out of this State, may in some
instances operate to the injury of trade and commerce:
To prevent which manifest evils and the commission of
fraud therein.

Be it further enacted. That when any person shall ship Persons export-

or export by sea any of the excised articles aforesaid a^uoi^srto

from this State, he shall report the same to the Collector [o'thrcoiiector;

of the county where such articles are, or to his Deputy, and give bond
"^

. rr' • . . .
t-o procure a

and o-ive bond, with one or more sufficient sureties living certiUcate

within this State, to produce and deliver to the said

Collector, or his Deputy, within a reasonable time to be

expressed in the said bond, a certificate from the proper
officer of the port or place to which the said articles may
1)6 exported without this State, that the same have been,

bona fide, landed there ; or within the time limited for pro-

ducing and delivering the said certificate, to pay the

excise duties due thereon, with interest from the date of

the bond, within the time limited in the said bond for

producing and delivering the said certificate; in which i" ^'^^'^•i <=^^^-

case the person who gave such bond shall not be held to

account for any excise duties on the said goods, in any
other manner than is provided in the said bond. And if

the person giving such bond have not a licence or permit

as aforesaid, then the Collector shall give a certificate dis-

charging tjie person or persons of whom the excised arti-

cles specified in the said bond were purchased, from the

excise due thereon ; which certificate shall be in the form
following :

This certifies that J. S. is hereby discharged from pay- Form of the

ing the excise due on , A. B. having this day made '=«'"'i'^'='*"'-

himself accountable to me therefor.

And whenever any distiller or seller of any Rum manu- Disuiiers or

facturcd within this Commonwealth, shall produce a p'rodudng a™'

certificate from a purchaser thereof, specifying the quan- making^oath"'^

tity sold, and that the same is designed to be exported
[^dld-neTfor

by land into a neighbouring State, and such distiller or exportation,

seller shall make oath before a Collector, that such Rum a duty.
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required.

Duties on car-
riages.

was bona fide sold, and that he verily believes that the

same is not designed to be again brought into any part of

this Commonwealth, and shall also produce a certiticate

from the Collector of the State into which such Rum is

carried, where there is any, and where there is none, from
a Justice of the Peace, within sixty days, that the said

Rum was actually carried into the said State, such Rum
shall be subject to no duty.

Owners or j^q {^ enocted, That every owner or possessor of any of
possessors or

.

'

_
•/ I «^

carriages on the the Carriages hereafter enumerated, shall pay, on or
15th May, to , „ ,^ ,^,\ ,i i ,- n^ i i i i i •

pay the duty octore the hiteentli day oi May, yearly, the duty by this

act required, for each carriage by him or her owned or

possessed, viz. :

For every Coach, five pounds.
For every Chariot, live pounds.
For every Phaeton, three pounds.
For every four wheel Chaise, three pounds.
For every fall back Chaise, fifteen shillings.

For every other Chaise, ten shillings.

For every Sulky and other Riding Chair, nine shillings.

And be it enacted, That the Assessors in the several

towns and plantations in this State be, and they are here-

by required and directed, to return in . writing, under
oath, to the Collector of Excise in their county, some
time in the month of April, yearly, a list of all the dutied

carriages within their respective towns ajid plantations,

with the names of the owners or possessors of the same.
And if the Assessors of any town or plantation aforesaid

shall neglect the due performance of their duty, as

directed and enjoined upon them in this act, the Assess-

ors of such town or plantation, so neglecting their duty,

shall forfeit a sum not less than twenty pounds, nor more
than three hundred pounds, for the use of this Common-
wealth, to be recovered by action or complaint in any
Court proper to try the same.

J^e it enacted, That the Collector of each county shall,

within thirty days after the duties payable on carriages

shall become due, make out and deliver to some Consta-

ble of each town in his county, an exact list of the delin-

quent persons' names (if any such there be) and the sums
due from each of them with ten per cent, added thereto,

together with a warrant of distress for the whole of the

said sums, to be in the form prescribed by law to be used

Assessors to

return under
oath a list of all

dutied carriages
yearly.

Penalty in case
of neglect.

Collectors to

make out and
deliver to Con-
stables a war-
rant of distress
for the sum due.
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b}' Assessors foi* collecting: town taxes, mutatis mutandis,

which warrant the said Collectors are hereby impowered
to grant ; and the said Constal)les shall proceed in the

same manner as is by law prescribed in case of distraining

for non-})ayment of taxes ; and the said Constables, after constables to

deducting the additional sum of ten per cent, shall pay cent"'imd pay

the remainder of the sum expressed in the warrant, to the
t^'the'coi-^^'^

Collector who granted the same, who shall give them a lectors.

full discharge for the same.

Provided neverfhehss, That no duty shall be demanded ^xJmptedpay-
from the stated Ministers of the Gospel, the President, insdmies; and

D i- T^ 4- I- rr 7 /i 11 ri uo duty to be
Jrrotessors or iutors ot Harvard College, or Crrammar demanded for

School Masters, for any Chaises or Riding Chairs; nor saie!"*^'^^""

shall any duty on any carriage aforesaid be demanded
from any person who may make the same, and have it by
him for sale only, and not for his own use, any thing in

this act to the contrary notwithstanding.

A.nd be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That one Collector for each county within this Common- collectors to be

wealth, shall l)e annually appointed by the General Court, auyrandto^re-

who shall be chosen by joint ballot of both Houses, who ^rdmiel'""""*

is hereby impowered to receive and collect all the duties

mentioned in this act, and to sue for and recover all pen-

alties, fines and forfeitures, which may arise from a non-

compliance with or breach of the same, and shall once in onceins

three months pay into the treasury of this Commonwealth, uie'severdisums

all sums of money which he may collect or receive in °ictoi?e'xc'ept.

consequence of this act, except such part thereof as is

otherwise expressly appropriated, which is to be paid

according to the appropriation, and every Collector shall, ^emfeTan^ ae-

on or before the first day of June, annually, render to the
Tre"'^ure\!'^of

Treasurer a fair and accurate account of all monies by him aii monies re-

CGiVf^ci (inu to

received in each particular town, of whom, and tlie time balance their

M'hen received, and shall then settle and balance his nmuiy.
***"

accounts, under oath, with the Treasurer, who is directed

to lay the said accounts before the General Court, on or

before the tenth day of the same month ; and the Col-

lectors for the several counties already appointed, shall

severally perform the same duties, and be vested with the

same powers, until others shall be chosen and appointed

in their room and stead.

And be it enacted. That the Collectors of Excise that are powered to ap-

or shall be appointed, be, and they are hereby severally and°to bTacI''^*

impowered, to api)()int Deputies to do the business herein
thei°r'coudu*'ct.
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assigned to them, or any part thereof; and the said Col-

lectors shall severally be accountable for the conduct of

their respective Deputies, and pay them for their services

whenCoiiec- out of their owH commissions ; and every Collector, is

LueifdtJ^eceive hereby directed immediately to appoint a Deputy in every
duties. pQj.^ where there is a Naval Officer (except such port

wherein he shall reside himself) and in every such port

the Collector or his Deputy shall keep a public office

open from nine in the morning to one, and from three in

the afternoon to sunset (Lord's days excepted) — and
And in case. in casc, by rcasou of the non-acceptance, death, or removal

of any of the Collectors that have been or shall be chosen

for the several counties, a vacancy shall arise, the Naval

Officer in such sea port towns may grant permits in the

manner this act directs, until a person shall l)e duly

appointed and qualified for discharging the office of Col-

lector ; in which case, the Naval Officer shall take bond
to tl>e Treasurer of the Commonwealth, of the same tenor

as is prescribed in this act, and shall transmit to the

Collector who shall be next appointed in the same county,

an account of each permit by him granted, together with

the bonds taken therefor, — which Collector receiving

such bonds from the Naval Officer, shall be as fully im-

powered to sue for and recover the same, as any other

bonds w^hich may be taken in his ow^n name.
Collectors to be Be it further enacted. That every person who is or may
bonds.'

^^ ^'^^
be appointed Collector of duties in pursuance of this act,

wath his Deputies, shall, before they proceed in the execu-

tion of their office, be severally sworn to the faithful dis-

charge thereof, before some Justice of the Peace, who is

hereby impowered to administer the said oath, and is

directed to return a certificate thereof to the Secretary of

this Commonwealth, and every Collector shall become
bound to the Treasurer of this Commonwealth, with suffi-

cient sureties, in a sum not exceeding twenty thousand

pounds, nor less than five thousand pounds, for the faithful

discharge of the duties required of him by this act ; and the

Collectors already appointed, shall receive the same com-
mission severally in reward for their services, as are estab-

lished and allowed by a resolve of the Legislature, passed

the tenth of February, one thousand seven hundred and

eighty-three, and such Collectors as shall be hereafter

annually appointed, shall receive such allowances for their

services as shall be determined when they shall be so

appointed.
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And be it enacted, That in case a vacancy shall happen in case of a

by reason of the death, resignation, removal out of the rece8"'^ofThe
^

State, or non-acceptance of any person appointed, or that f^^eQol^rllT,'

shall be appointed. Collector of Excise, or otherways, in
coilncfririm- '

any of the counties of this Commonwealth, in the recess powered to

of the General Court, or at so late a period in any session

of the same Court, that the vacancy occasioned in any
manner as aforesaid shall not be supplied in the same ses-

sion thereof, the Governor, with the advice of the Council,

shall be, and hereby is authorized and impowered, to

appoint a Collector of Excise for the county where such
vacancy shall happen ; which Collector being qualified as

in this act is directed, shall continue in office, and be And to be
, 1 •,! n .1 1 • •! J. • • vested with the

vested with all the powers and privileges appertaining same powers,

thereto, until the said Collector shall be confirmed in his
""*''•

office, or another shall be appointed by the General Court
in his stead ; and any Collector appointed or chosen as

aforesaid, and also any Collector who hath been or shall

be appointed or chosen in the room of any other Col-

lector, shall be, and hereby is impowered and authorized

to demand and receive of his predecessor, if living, or if

dead, of his Executors or Administrators, and Deputies of

the same Collector, all official bonds, notes, accounts and
other papers, and give proper discharge for the same,
and to commence and prosecute an action in his own
name, upon any bond or security given to his predecessor

in office, in the capacity of Collector of Excise, and to

demand, prosecute, sue for, recover and receive any
duties that were due, or penalties incurred before his

appointment to the said office ; and to do and perform all

matters and things whatever, which his said predecessor

could have done had he continued in office.

And it in further enacted. That all recognizances w^hich ah recogui-

shall 1)6 taken in consequence of this act, may be chancered chancered down

down to the just debt and damage, where that can be and^1aIMge;as

known, as other bonds now may by law be chancered;
p'ov-go?"''''

'

provided it shall appear to the Court the party had no
design to defraud the government of the duty.

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every Persons taking

person taking out a licence as innholder, shall pay the hlnhoiders.'to

sum of twenty-four shillings, and every person taking out
J?et^ner8'i2«.

a licence as a retailer of spirituous liquors, shall pay the

sum of twelve shillings : and the Courts of General Ses-

sions of the Peace in the respective counties, on granting
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licences, are hereby empowered and directed to demand
and receive the last mentioned duties of each innholder

and retailer accordingly, which duties shall be paid to the

Clerk of the Peace, and by him on demand to the Col-

lector of the county, who shall pay out of his commissions

to the said Clerk, one per cent, for receiving and paying
the said duties ; and the said Collectors are hereby
directed to prosecute all persons who shall sell spirituous

or mixed liquors contrary to law.

And be it enacted by the autJiority aforesaid. That if

any Collector or his Deputy, Naval Officer, Town Clerk

or Selectman, shall wittingly, willingly and corruptly, give

any permit or certificate, contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this act, and shall be thereof convicted, he

shall be, and is hereby declared to be forever after incapa-

ble of holding any place of honor, trust or profit under

this government, and shall pay a fine equal to double the

value of the duties set by this act on the articles contained

in such permit or certificate.

And be it further enacted. That the Collectors and their

Deputies shall have free recourse", without fee, to the

accounts and books of any Naval Officer or other public

office, from whence they may expect to receive any evi-

dence for the detection of fraud or the violation of this

act.

And be it enacted. That each Naval Officer, Town Clerk

or Selectman, for his trouble in recording and receiving a

manifest, and granting and entering a permit agreeable to

this act, shall receive two shillings, and no more, and the

Collector shall receive for his certificate (except such as

by this act are to be given without fee) and for finding

and filling up a bond, one shilling, and no more.
And be it enacted. That the Naval Officers, Collectors,

Deputies, Town Clerks or Selectmen, or either of them,

are hereby impowered to administer the oaths required by
this act to be taken in the execution of their respective

offices.

And be it enacted. That Importers, Consignees, Distillers

and all other persons concerned, who have given bonds to

any Collector or his Deputy for the payment of duties

upon goods which may be on hand on the first day of

Auf/ust next, and shall exhibit a true and fair invoice of

the same under oath to the Collector or his Deputy to

whom they have thus given bonds, shall receive the bene-
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fit of a remission or deduction on their bonds, agreeable

to the principle and rates established in this act, except

for such goods as were chargeable with a duty of five per

centum.
A)id be it enacfed. That all the monies arising from Monies how to

this act, shall be applied for the payment of the interest priafed.°'

on government consolidated securities, and interest on

the notes issued to the officers and soldiers of the Massa-
cJni!^ettf< Line of the Army, for the respective balances due

to them for their services in the 3'ear one thousand seven

hundred and eighty, and for that purpose only, save only

the allowance to be made therefrom to the officers who
may collect the duties.

And be it enacted. That in all cases where any action incase.

or actions shall be brought against any Naval Officer,

either of the Collectors or their Deputies, upon any matter

touching the prosecution of the duty or business assigned

to them by this act, in all such cases the said Naval
Officer, Collectors or their Deputies, shall be allowed to

plead the general issue and give this act in evidence.

And be it enacted. That all acts heretofore made, laying rormeracts
, . ^ . . 11 repealed.
duties ot unpost or excise upon any goods, wares and
merchandize, whether of foreign manufacture and growth,

or of the manufacture and growth of any other State

whatsoever, shall, from and after the last day of the pre-

sent month of July, be repealed and become null and
void.

Provided nevertJieless, and be it enacted. That the acts Proviso.

abovementioned, which this act repeals, shall continue

and be in force so far as to impower the Collectors to

prosecute all past breaches of the said acts, which are or

may be hereafter discovered, to settle the impost and

excise accounts of all such persons as are or may be delin-

quents, agreeable to the said acts, from their last accounts

to the time of the [)assing of this act, and to receive

the excise due agreeable to the said acts, and also to

receive the duty on the carriages agreeable to the said act,

and to take such process as is therein described to recover

the same, any thing herein to the contrary notwithstand-

ing.

And be it further enacted. That" when any Naval Officer Navai officers

in any port, or Collector in any county, shall suspect that sugpecunga*

the manifest exhibited to him by the master of any vessel, [mpoweJIdin

does not contain all the packages, bales, casks, chests, twscase.
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trunks, cases or boxes, imported in the said vessel, such

Naval Officer or Collector shall be, and he hereby is author-

ized and directed to enter such vessel, and either by him-

self or some other person appointed by him for that

purpose, shall take an account of all the packages, bales,

casks, chests, trunks, cases or boxes, as they shall be

unloaded ; and if any part of the packages, bales,

casks, chests, trunks, cases or boxes, shall be taken

out of the said vessel after the Naval OiEcer or Collector

shall have made known to the master or owner his sus-

picion of a false manifest, after suusetting and before

sunrising, or at any other time, without notice thereof

being previously given to the Naval Officer or Collector,

such conduct shall be deemed as sufficient evidence of

fraud in the manifest.
Persons deliver. And be it farther enacted. That if any person shall
ing a false mam-

^
^ ' j i

fest, &c. with deliver to any Naval Officer, Collector, Deputy Collector,
efeigno lau

. rp^^^^^^
Clcrk or Selectman, or Justice of the Peace, any

false manifest, invoice, certificate, receipt, or bill of lading,

Penalty. wdth a dcsigu to dcfraud the government, he shall forfeit

and ])ay a fine of one hundred pounds, and the value of

the goods therein mentioned ; and if any permit, mani-

fest, invoice, certificate, receipt, or bill of lading, shall

be forged, counterfeited or altered, the person forging,

counterfeiting or altering the same, shall forfeit the sum
of one hundred pounds, and the value of the goods men-
tioned therein, or landed in consequence thereof.

Persons giving And be it farther enacted. That when any person shall
iniorraation to . , „ ^ . jiiiniiiS
Collectors or givc mtormatioii on oath, and shall lodge the same in

of'^goods havi^ng Writing with the Collector or Naval Officer, or either of

orvessefs" such their Deputies, that he has just cause to suspect that dutied
Collectors, &c. croods have becii taken out of any particular vessel or
are empowered & j i

to enter vessels, float, coutrarv to law, and put into any other vessel or
stores

' »/ ' I i/

&c.— andin float, storc, buildiug, or place whatever, such Collector,
*'^*^'

Naval Officer, or Deputy, is hereby authorized to enter,

W'ith proper assistance, in the da}' time only, into the

vessel or float, store, ))uilding or place (dwelling houses

excepted) and there to search for the said goods ; and if he

shall find any dutied goods in such search, to seize and
secure the same for trial, and the dutied goods seized and
secured as aforesaid, shall be adjudged forfeited, except

those identical goods which on trial it shall be proved

were not taken from such vessel or float, store, building

or place, in the manner specified in the said information ;
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and any [)ers()n giving information as aforesaid, shall, on
the condemnation of the goods, receive twenty-five per
cent, on the net proceeds ; the Collector, Naval Officer or

Deputy, making the seizure, shall receive twenty-tive per
cent, and the remainder shall be paid into the public treas-

ury, and be applied solely for the purposes prescribed in

this act.

Pvovided nevertheless, and be if enacted, by the authority Proviso.

aforesaid, That -when any person shall have just cause

to suspect that dutied goods have been brought into

this Commonwealth and put into any dwelling house,

the impost duties thereon not being paid, or security

not being given for the payment thereof, and give

satisfactory information thereof on oath, to any Justice

of the Peace for the same county, such Justice may,
and he is hereby authorized to issue his warrant,

directed to the Collector of Excise in the same county,

or either of his Deputies, therein specially named,
commanding him to take with him the Sherifl* of the

county, or either of his Deputies, or any Constable of the

town where such house is, and in the day time only,

to enter such dwelling house, and there to search for

the said goods ; and if he shall find any such dutied

goods in such search, to seize and secure the same for

trial : and the like forfeitures shall be adjudged and
proceedings thereon had as aforesaid : and the said Sherili'

or his Deputy, or Constable, is hereby authorized and
required, to aid and assist the said Collector or his

Deputy in making such search, and to take with him
proper assistance.

Provided nevertheless. That all articles which shall be Proviso.

seized by the Naval Officer or Collector, or his Deputy,
shall be restored to the owner or consignee, upon his

giving bond with sufficient sureties living within this

Commonwealth, to pay the full value of such articles, if

they shall ho adjudged to be forfeited, within thirty days
after final judgment thereon.

Jind be it further enacted, That all fines, forfeitures

and penalties, which may arise or be incurred by virtue of

this act, not otherwise expressly appropriated, shall be to

and for the use of this Commonwealth, and paid into the

public treasury thereof.

And be it enacted, That this act shall continue and be Limitation.

in force for three years, and no longer.

July 10, 1783.


