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Boundaries.

Inhabitants and
lands on the
north side to

belong to the
town of Stow.

Those on the
south to belong
to the town of
Marlborough.

Proviso.

authority of the same. That in future the dividing line

between the said towns, shall be as follows, viz. : Begin-
ning at a heap of stones in John S'milh\'i orchard, being a

boundary of Stow, Mariborough and Bolton; thence east,

thirty degrees north, eighty-six rods, to a heap of stones,

by the fence between the land of Jolin Woolley and Ben-
jamin Whetcomh ; thence east, thirty-one degrees south,

four hundred and seventy eight rods, to a heap of stones,

near Dunnes chimneys; thence south, four degrees east,

one hundred and eight rods, to a heap of stones, an old

boundary between the said towns ; thence east, twelve

degrees north, one hundred and forty rods, to a white oak
tree marked, by the river ; thence by the river to where
JeweVs brook empties into the river ; thence by the said

brook to a ditch ; thence by the said ditch, running east,

seven degrees south, tifty-six rods, to a white oak tree

marked ; thence east, four degrees south, one hundred
and fifty-eight rods, to a pine stump and stones, north-

erly of jRamsAoni ilieacZow (so called) an old boundary
betwixt the said towns ; thence east, twenty-six degrees

south, four hundred and sixty rods, to a large pitch pine

tree marked, in iSudbury town line.

And he itfarther enacted. That all the inhabitants and
lands therein, on the northerly side of the line aforesaid,

shall be considered as belonging to the town of Stow ; and
all the inhal)itants and lands belonging to the said towns,

on the southerly side of the said line, shall be considered

as belonging to the town of Marlborough, any law to the

contrary notwithstanding.

Provided nevertheless. The inhabitants of the said towns
shall pay their proportionable part of all taxes which are

already assessed ui)on them, to the respective towns to

which they have belonged. July 11, 1783.

1783.— Chapter 15.

[May Session, ch. 15.]

Chai) 15 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ADMEASUREMENT OF BOARDS, AND REGU-
^

'

LATING THE TALE OF SHINGLES, CLAPBOARDS, HOOPS AND
STAVES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES THEREIN MENTIONED.

Surveyor & Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

boards, &c.to tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

erectedTn towns of the Same, That there shall be one or more suitable per-
and districts, gons elected in every town and district in this Common-
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wealth, at their annual meeting in the month of March,
to be Surveyors and Measurers of Boards, Plank, Timber
and Slitwork, and Surveyors of Shingles, Clapboards,

Staves and Hoops, who shall l)e sworn to the faithful per-

formance of the trust reposed in them. And all Boards, ah Boards, s:c.

T-»i 1 m- 1 L11- 1 n' 1 <• 1 1 II to be surveyed
Phink, limber, or Slitwork, oirered tor sale, shall, pre- before sale.

vious thereto, be surveyed and also measured, by one of

the said Surveyors, where he shall have any doubt of the

measure, having due consideration for drying and shrink-

ing ; who shall also mark anew all such to the just con-

tents thereof, making reasonable allowance for rots, knots

and splits; and the buyer shall pay to the Surveyor six Fees for view-

pence per thousand feet for viewing only, and six pence mLsuring.

per thousand feet more for measuring and marking, and
so in proi)ortion for a lesser quantity.

And be it fariher enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That no Pine Boards shall be shipped for exportation to no Pine Boards
. .

1 i- u <- 1 J ] J 4-
*° ^^ exported,

foreign markets, but such as are square edged and not but of such

less than one inch in thickness, and not less than ten feet
™®'^"°°^'

in length, on pain of being forfeited to the use of the town
where they shall be shipped.

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That Dimensions of

no Shingles, Clapboards, Staves or Hoops, shall be offered

for sale in any town in this Commonwealth, that shall be
under the following dimensions, viz. : All Shingles shall

be split crossways the grain and be eighteen inches long,

unless those made for home use ; pine Shingles shall be
free from sap, and all Shingles shall be free from shakes

and worm holes, and shall be half an inch thick at the

butt end, when green, and full three-eighths of an inch

when thoroughly seasoned, if for exportation to a foreign

market ; and not less than one-third of an inch thick at

the butt when fully seasoned, if for home use, and four

inches and an half wide on an average, and none less than

three inches wide, and shall hold their width three-fourths

the way to the thin end, and be well shaved ; and each

bundle shall contain two hundred and fifty Shingles, or if

bound in square bundles, shall contain twenty-five

courses and measure twenty-two inches and an half at

the lay : And in case there shall be more than five Shin- incase.

gles in any one bundle that are under the above length,

l)readth or thickness, or five short in the tale of any one
l)undle of two hundred and fifty, the bundle which is so

deficient, or in which such Shingles are contained, shall be
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Dimensions of
"White Oak
Staves.

To be forfeited, forfeited, and the Shingles in each bundle which are not
merchantable, shall be burnt and the residue sold, and
the money arising from the sale shall be paid into the

hands of the town Treasurer, for the l)enetit of the poor
of such Town where the Shingles are condemned, -first

deducting therefrom the charge of culling and surveying.

And all White Oak Butt Staves shall be at least five feet in

length, five inches wide, and one inch and a quarter thick

on the heart, or thinnest edge, and every part thereof.

And all White Oak Pipe Staves shall be at least four feet

and eight inches in length, four inches broad in the nar-

rovrest part, and not less than three-quarters of an inch

thick on the heart, or thinnest edge. And all White Oak
Hogshead Staves shall be at least forty-two inches long,

and not less than half an inch thick on the heart, or thinnest

edge. And all White Oak Barrel Staves, for a foreign

market, shall l)e thirty-two inches long ; and for home
use shall be thirty inches long ; and all shall be half an
inch thick on the heart, or thinnest edge. And all White
Oak Hogshead and Barrel Staves shall be at least, one with
another, four inches in breadth, and none less than three

inches in l)readth, in the narrowest part ; and those of
the breadth last mentioned, shall be clear of sap. And
all Red Oak Hogshead and Barrel Staves shall be of the

same length, width and thickness, with the White Oak
Hogshead and Barrel Staves above mentioned. And all

Staves shall be well and proportionably split. And all

Pine Clapboards that shall be exposed to sale, shall be
made of good sound timber, clear of sap ; and all Clap-
boards shall be free from shakes and worm holes and of

the followino; dimensions, viz. : Full five-eiohths of an
inch on the back, or thickest part, five inches Avide and
four feet six inches long, and they shall be straight and well

shaved. And all Hogshead Hoops that shall be exposed to

sale, or exported, shall be from ten to thirteen feet in

length, and shall be made of White Oak or Walnut and of

good and sufiicient substance, well shaved ; those made of

Oak shall be not less than one inch broad at the least end,

and those made of Walnut shall be not less than three-

quarters of an inch broad at the least end ; each bundle
shall consist of thirt}^ Hoops ; and all Hoops of ten, tAvelve

and thirteen feet respectivel}^ shall be made up in distinct

bundles by themselves ; and if any Hoops are packed of

less dimensions than those prescribed by this law, or if

same
dimensions

Dimensions
of Pine
Clapboards.

Hoops.
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any bundle shall contain less than thirty Hoops, such bun- Hoops not

die shall be forfeited and sold for the benefit of the poor numi!l^rtobe°

of the town where it is offered for sale.
forfeited.

And be it further enacted, That the Surveyor of Shingles Fees for survey-

and Clapboards shall be allowed by the buyer, six pence
'"^'^" ^^ ^°^'

per thousand for surve3''ing and telling, and before any
Shingles arc sent from the town where they are made, or

at the place of tirst sale before their delivery, they shall

be viewed, surveyed and measured by a sworn Surveyor,

and the town brand set upon the hoop of the bundle ; and
all Shingles offered for sale without being surveyed and

H",' gfle^wuhou't

marked as aforesaid, shall be forfeited and disposed of as being surveyed,
. . : . .

,
. f . to be forfeited.

before })r()vided in this act ; and in each maritime town in

this Commonwealth, from whence Staves or Hoops are

usually exported beyond sea, there shall be two or more viewers and

."i^ 111. .• ^ n Cullers of Staves
suitable persons chosen by such towns, some time before and Hoops, to be

the twelfth day of December next, and forever afterwards fn^rrifirae"'^

at their annual meeting in March, to be Viewers and Cul- to^^^-

lers of Staves and Hoops, who shall be under oath, faith-

fully to discharge their office ; and for their encouragement ?g^andVuUi^g

to accept this trust, they shall be allowed for their time staves, &c.

and service as follows, viz. : one shilling and eight pence
per thousand for Barrel Staves, two shillings per thousand
for Hogshead Staves, two shillings and four pence per

thousand for Pipe Staves, and two shillings and eight

pence per thousand for Butt Staves, as well refuse as mer-
chantable, the merchantable to be paid for by the buyer,

the refuse by the seller ; and the Culler shall be allowed

three shillings per thousand for Hoops.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That from and after the twelfth day of December next, all foTe'firSkt
Staves that shall be exported from this Commonwealth

fl°st viewed^
beyond sea, shall be first culled, and all Hoops first viewed and a certificate

• • thereof to be
and surveyed by one of the officers aforesaid, and a certifi- given.

cate given by the Culler or Surveyor, to the master or

commander of the ship or vessel on board which they are

laden, of the quantity by him so culled or surveyed ; and
the bands with which the bundles of Hoops are bound shall

be sealed with the brand of the town from whence they

are exported ; and that all Shingles and Clapboards that S^^^lo'^rdslor

shall be exported beyond sea, shall likewise be certified exportation, to

• 1 r 11 -111 be certified.

by one of the Surveyors already required by law to be

chosen in each maritime town within this Commonwealth,
to have l)een by him surveyed, viewed and approved, and
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Sellers of
Boards, Staves,
iic. in case.

Penalty.

Master or owner
of any vessel
having Staves,
Sec. on board,
for exportation,
to make oath,
and a certiticate

thereof to be
transmitted to

the Naval
OtHcer.

Persons pre-
suming to ship
off any Boards,
c*iic. unless.

Penalty.

the number or quantity thereof; and any sell'ers of Boards,

Staves, Hoops, Chipboards or Shingles, that shall deliver

any of the said articles before they are culled or surveyed,

shall forfeit the sum of twelve shillings per thousand, and
any person purchasing any of the articles before men-
tioned, and who shall receive them before they are culled

or surveyed, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twelve shil-

lings per thousand, one half to the informer, who shall sue

for the same in any Court of this Commonwealth proper
to try the same, or before any magistrate within this

Commonwealth in case the forfeiture does not exceed
forty shillings ; the other half to the poor of the town
where such offence is committed.
And be itfurther enacted, That from and after the said

twelfth day of December next, the master or owner of any
vessel having any Staves, Hoops, Boards, Clapboards or

Shingles on board, for their cargo, and which shall be

shipped for exportation to a foreign market, after the said

twelfth day of December next, before such vessel shall be

cleared at the Naval Office, a certificate of such Staves,

Hoops, Clapboards, Boards, and Shingles, having been

culled or surveyed, and shall likewise make oath before the

Naval Officer (who is hereby required and impowered to

administer the same) or before any Justice of the Peace,

who shall give a certificate of the said oath, which shall

by the master or owner be transmitted to the Naval
Officer, that the Boards, Staves, Hoops, Clapboards and
Shingles on board his vessel, are bona fide the same
Boards, Staves, Hoops, Clapboards and Shingles, certified

to have been culled or surveyed, and that he has no other

on board, and that he will not take any others on board.

And be it further enacted. That from and after the

twelfth day o^ December next, if any person shall presume
to ship ofli" any Boards, Staves, Hoops, Clapboards or

Shingles, unless the same shall first have been culled or sur-

veyed, and marked by a sworn Culler or Surveyor as

aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of twelve shil-

lings per thousand, to be reckoned by feet or tale, accord-

ing as the articles are usually sold, to be disposed of, one

half to the poor of the town where the ofience is com-
mitted, and the other half to the Surveyor, or any other

person or persons who shall sue for the same, which he

or they are hereby enal)led to do, by action, 1)111, plaint

or information, in any Court proper to try the same, or
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before any Justice of the Peace if the forfeiture does not

exceed i'ovly shillings.

Ayid be it further enacted, That in case any Culler or Cuiiers or

Surveyor, shall connive at, or allow of the breach of this gui?ty^o7 fraud

act, or shall be guilty of any fraud or deceit in surveying ve/ing^oV"
*"'"

or culling of Boards, Staves, Hoops, Clapboards, or Shin- cuiimg.

gles, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for Pemuty.

each ott'ence ; and in case of his refusal to attend the afore- And in case.

said service, when he shall be thereto requested, he shall

forfeit and pay the sum of twenty shillings ; the forfeit-

ures and penalties in such cases to be recovered and dis-

posed of as aforesaid.

Aiid be it further enacted, That if any person or persons. Persons chosen
•/I. I '' SSurvGvors or

who shall be duly chosen to serve as a Surveyor of Boards, Cuiiers, negiect-

Clapboards or Shingles, or as a Culler of Staves or Hoops, oath°fo?the

shall refuse or neglect to take the oath for the faithful dis- chirge onhe
charge of the office, or to serve therein, every such person °'^°®-

or persons shall pay the sum of twenty shillings to the Penalty.

use of the poor of the town choosing such person or per-

sons, and every such town shall proceed to the choice of

other or others, in the room of any person so refusing or

neglecting, and so toties quoties.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That all ^peiTd.^'^'''^

acts heretofore made for the admeasurement of Boards,

and for regulating the tale and dimensions of Shingles,

Clapboards, Hoops and Staves, be, and they are hereby
repealed. July 11,1783.

1783.— Chapter 16.

[September Session, ch. 1.]

AN ACT TO i;^C0RP0RATE THE SECOND PARISH IN SPRING- Hl^fj^ 1«
FIELD, CALLED LONGMEADOW, INTO A TOWN BY THE NAME ^''^^F' ^^

OF LOyGMEADOW.

Whereas it is represented by the inhabitants of the said Preamble.

parish, that they labour under great burdens and incon-

veniences by reason of their situation and the separate

interests in the said town; and it appears to this Court
to be expedient that the said parish be incorporated into

a separate town:
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same. That the second parish in Springfield, called

Longmeadow, in the county of Hampshire, and all that


