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of the said duties shall be applied to any other purpose
than the discharge of the interest or })rincipal of the debts

contracted on the faith of the United States for support-

ing the late war, and that an annual account of the pro-

ceeds and application of the aforementioned revenue, shall

be made out and transmitted to this State, distinguishing

the proceeds of each of the specified articles, and the

amount of the whole revenue received from each State,

together with the allowances made to the several officers

emi)loyed in the collection of the said revenue.

And be it further enacted hij the authoriti/ aforesaid.

That this act shall be in force and begin to operate, as when this act

soon as the United States in Congress assembled shall
'* ° °^^'^ ^'

notify the General Court of this Commonwealth, that all

the other States in the confederation have passed acts

m-antino- to the United States in Congress assembled like

duties, to lie appropriated in like manner, and for the

space of twenty-five years ; and that it shall continue in Limitation.

force from that time for the space of twenty-five years, in

the nature of a grant, sacred and irrevocable by any one

or more of them, without the concurrence of the whole, or

of a majority of the United States in Congress assembled ;

provided that the monies arising from the said revenue,

and other monies that may be appropriated for the like

purposes, be not sufficient to discharge the said principal,

debt and interest before the said term of twenty-five years

is expired.

And be itfurther enacted. That an act made in the year a former act

of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two,
''^p^''^ •

intitled, " An act for granting to the United States in

Congress assembled, a permanent revenue for the purpose

of disciiarging the debts which have arisen, or may arise, in

prosecuting the present war with Great Britain " be, and

the same hereby is repealed and declared null and void.

October 20,1783.
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[September Session, ch. 4.]

AN ACT MAKING PROVISION FOR THE SUPPORT AND MAINTEN-
(J]i(ij>. 19

ANCE OF LIGHT HOUSES ON THE SEA COAST OF THIS COM- ^
'

MONWEALTII.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
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the scmie, That there shall be paid by the master or

owner of any vessel not employed in the coasting or fish-

ing business, from and after the first day of November
next, into the hands of the Naval Oflicer where any vessel

shall clear out for any port not in this Commonwealth,
previous to the clearing of the said vessel, a duty of two
pence per ton, to be computed agreeable to the rules of

carpenter's measurement.
And he it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That from

and after the said first day of November, the master or

owner of any coasting or fishing vessel of thirty tons or

upwards, shall every six months, pay unto the Naval
Officer of the port where such master or owner may reside,

a duty at the rate of four pence per annum for each ton

the said vessel may measure, agreeably to the rules afore-

said ; and if the master or owner of any such coasting or

fishing vessel shall refuse to pay as aforesaid, the said

Naval Officer is hereby impowered and directed, within

thirty days after such payment may become due, to sue

for and recover the same in the Court of Common Pleas

for the county where the said Naval Officer may hold his

office ; and where the sum does not exceed forty shillings,

before any Justice of the Peace for the said county. And
the said Naval Officers are hereby directed to give a cer-

tificate for the receipt of the duties aforesaid, for which
they shall receive one shilling, and no more.

Provided nevertheless. That when any such coasting or

fishing vessel may be employed in any voyages other than
coasting or fishing, so much of the annual duty shall be

allowed by the said Naval Officer, as shall l)e in propor-
tion to the time they may have been thus employed.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

That each Naval Officer shall be allowed two per cent, out

of the duties he may collect as aforesaid, and the remain-
der thereof he shall every three months pay unto the

Treasurer of this Commonwealth, and once in every year
shall render unto the Treasurer aforesaid, an account on
oath of the money he has so received, and make a settle-

ment of the same. And ^le said Naval Officers shall each
of them give bond to the Treasurer aforesaid, in the sum
of one thousand pounds, for the faithful performance of
the services required of them by this act.

And be it further enacted by tlie authority aforesaid.

That all monies arising from the aforesaid duties, shall be
appropriated to the purpose of building, supporting and
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maintaining the light houses on the sea coast of this

Commonwealth, and that the same be drawn out of the

treasury for that purpose, by warrant under the hand of

the Governor, with the advice and consent of Council, as

often as occasion may require : And the Treasurer is

hereby directed, once in every year, to lay before the

General Court an account of the monies received for the

said duties, with the expenditure of the same.

And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid.

That the persons who are or may be appointed from time Keepers of the

to time to be keepers of the light houses on the sea coast Jiuefnuy uf

of this Commonwealth, shall carefully and diligently attend duty
.'^

^''^''"

their duty at all times, in kindling and keeping burning

the lights from sun setting to sun rising, and placing them

so as they may be most seen by vessels coming in or

going out ; and upon conviction of neglect of their duty

before the Court of General Sessions of the Peace within

the county, shall be liable to be fined according to the penalty.

degree or circumstance of the oifence, not exceeding one

hundred pounds, one-third thereof to the use of this Com-
monwealth, and the other two-thirds thereof to the person

or persons who shall inform of such neglect, and shall be

also liable to an action of damage brought by any person

who may sutfer by such neglect, to be recovered in any

Court proper to try the same. October 22, 1783.

CONFIRMING AN AGREEMENT (Jhap. 20
CONCORD AND LINCOLN, FOR ^

'

1783. — Chapter 30.
[September Session, ch. 5.]

AN ACT FOR RATIFYING AND
BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF CO:
THE MORE CONVENIENT BUILDING AND REPAIRING THE
BRIDGES OVER THE GREAT RIVER IN THE SAID TOWNS.

Whereas in and by the act of the General Court, passed
in April, 07ie thousand seven hundred and fiftyfour, for
incorporating the town of L,inco\n, provision is made that

the said toicn of Lincoln shall pay their proportion

{agreeable to what the inhabitants taken offfrom the toion

of Concord by the act aforesaid, paid in the then last

tax) of the charges of building and repairing a bridge or

bridges over the great river in the aforesaid towns of Con-
cord and Lincoln :

And whereas it appears to this Court, that the aforesaid

towns have entered into a mutual agreement, that for the

future the town of Concord shall make and maintain the

whole of the two lower bridges over the said river, with

Preamble.


