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as a felon of himself, did kill and murder himself, against

the peace.

l^And if if appears that tJie deaf// iras hij mififortune']

And so the .Turors aforesaid, upon their oaths say,

that the said ^l. B. in manner aforesaid, came to his

death I)y misfortune.

\_Jf innocently by the /lands of any person~\

The Jurors upon their oaths aforesaid do say, that the

aforesaid D. IL the aforesaid ^1. 7>. by misfortune, and
auainst and contrary to the will of him the said D. R. in

manner and form aforesaid, did kill and slay. In witness

whereof the said Coroner and Jurors to this inquisition

have set their hands and seals, the day and year above-
said.

And upon an inquisition found before f^ny Coroner of ^jP^^j^^J^^^^J^Jj^g

the death of any person, by the felony or misfortune of <-"oro°er to
'

1 1 1 11 Ti • /• r> I
inform one or

anotlier, he shall speedily intorm one or more ot the more Justices

Justices of the same county thereof, to the intent that the

person killing or l)eing any way instrumental to the death,

may be apprehended, examined, and secured in order for

trial. March 12, 1784.

1783.— Chapter 44.

[January Session, ch. 21.]

AN ACT DEFINING THE GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES, AND HTyf^^ AA
REGULATING THE OFFICE OF SHERIFFS.

\ylta[J. 'itt

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresenta-
fives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That the Sheriff of each county in this Common- sheriffs to have

wealth shall have power, and it shall be his duty, and the Ihe goaisl'^'

°^

duty of each of his Deputies, to serve and execute within

his county, all writs and precepts to him or them directed

and committed, issued from good and lawful authority

;

and the Sheriff of each county shall have the custody, rule,

and charge of the goal or goals therein, and of all pris-

oners within such goal or goals, and shall keep the .same

himself personally, or by his Deputy, for whom he shall

be answerable; and every Sherili' shall give sufficient To give

security at the di.scretion of the Court of Common Pleas,
^'^'^'^"^y-

in his count}', unto the Treasurer of the Commonwealth,
for his faithful performance of the duties of his office, and
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to answer the malfeasance and misfeasance of all his

Deputies ; and if any Sheriff shall neglect to give such

security at the Court of Common Pleas which shall be

held in his county, next after his being commissioned, all

services done by hiai afterwards, and before he shall give

such security, shall be null and void.

And be it farther enacted hy the autlioriti/ afore^aud,
A certificate of That the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, and each
all tines, &c. to _^ i <» i -r» i 1

1

•
i

• /^ i- t /• i j

vie retiiined lo Clcrlv ot the i cacc, shall, within nrty da3'S arter the end
of their Courts respectively, return into the office of the

Treasurer of the State, a certificate of all fines, amercia-

ments, issues, and forfeitures arising or imposed to the

use of the Commonwealth, by their respective Courts, on
Penalty for penalty of twcnty pounds for each and every neglect, to
negect.

j^^ disposcd of as follows, viz.: the one moiety to him or

them who shall sue for the same, and the other moiety to
Fines how to be the benefit of this Commonwealth. And the Attorney
recovered.

/~\ ^ ^ . . "^

General, as well as such persons as may from time to time

be appointed by the Courts of General Sessions of the

Peace within their respective counties, be, and hereby are

especially directed and enjoined to give information of,

and prosecute for the recovery of all such fines and forfeit-

ures as may be incurred by the Clerks aforesaid, in con-

sequence of their breach of this act : And the said Clerks

shall respectively return a like certificate into the Secre-

tary's office, that the General Court may thereby be
enabled to settle with the Treasurer ; and each Clerk of

the Peace shall certify to the Treasurer of his county, the

fines arising to the county from time to time, from con-

victions in the Court of General Sessions of the Peace.

And the Supreme Judicial Court, and the Court of Gen-
eral Sessions of the Peace, shall audit and settle the

Sheriff's accounts for such fines as shall have been by
them imposed, and for forfeitures arising in them respec-

tively, and thereupon grant the Sheriff a full discharge.

JVear'a^n "^"^^ ^^ ^'' farther enacted, That no Sherifl' or Deputy
attorney. Sheriff shall be suffered to appear in any Court, or before

any Justice of the Peace, as attorney to, or in behalf of,

or as-isting, or advising to any party in a suit, nor shall

any Sheriff" or his Deputy be allowed to draw, make or fill

up any plaint, declaration, writ or process, or to draw or

make any plea for any other person ; but all such acts

done by either of Ihem shall be void. And if any Sheriff

or his Deputy shall unreasonably neglect or refuse to pay
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to any person, any money received by him upon execution
to the use of such person, upon demand thereof being
made, he shall forfeit and pay to such i)erson tive times Pennity for

tlie hiwful inteiest of such money, so h)ng as he shall so tnoney."^

unreasonably detain the same after such demand is made.
^iiid ho if fnrtlirv enacted hi/ the autJiorih/ aforesaid,

That no sheritJ' shall have his body arrested upon mesne siiontf.< not to

process, or upon an execution awanhMJ upon a judirment uoak-sanested.

consequent u[)on a civil action, and that when judgment
shall be rendered against any person holding the office of

Sheritr, either in his official or private capacity, for any
sum of money, the execution thereof shall be issued

against his goods, chattels, and lands, but not against his

I)ody ; and if any executi(m issued against the goods, Exccmious

chattels, or lands of a person who holds the ofhce of tiu"goo"u'oTibe

Slieritr, shall be returned not satisfied, the creditor may notSnahe
tile l)efore the Governor and C()uncil an attested copy of

^|"''^'j'f^^(^^^|f^^

such execution and return, and also serve such Sheriff of "sesame,

with a copy of such copy tiled, attested by the Secretary,

together with notice under the hand of the Secretary, of

the day of tiling such copy. And if such Sheriff shall not,

within forty days next after his being served with such
copy and notice, pay the creditor the full of his debt,

together with reasonable costs of the copies and notifica-

tions aforesaid, the Governor, with the advice of Coun-
cil, shall remove such Sheriff fi'om his office, and shall

appoint some other person to the same.
And all Sheriffs, when removed from their office, as sheriffs when

well as their Deputies, shall have power to execute all such their office?to

precepts as may be in their hands at the time of their precepts!^'"""

removal from office: And such Sheriff shall be held sheriffs answer-

answerable for the delivery over to their respective sue- deihery of^

cessors, of iill prisoners which may be in their custody at
p"=o"«''«-

the time of their removal, and for that intent shall still

retain the keeping of the goal or goals in their respective

counties, and the prisoners therein, until their successors

shall l)e appointed and qualified as the law directs. And
when a Sheriff shall be removed from his office, the Clerk
of the Court from whence executions have been issued and
returned not satisfied, shall be impowered as soon as

another Sheriff shall be a[ipointed and legally qualified,

to make out alias executions in common form, as well

against the body as the goods, chattels, and lands of such
person so removed. March 12, 1784.


