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E TOWN OF BERXARD-
NAME OF LETDEX..

Preamble.

Boundaries.

To join with
Bernardsion in

the choice of a
representative;
and to pay their
proportion of
taxes already
granted.

r>avid Smead,
Esq ; to call a
meetina.

W/ie7'eas the inhabitants of the said toivn q/'Bernaidston

have re2)resented to this Court, the great difficulties and
inconveniences they labor under in their present situation,

and requested that.the same may he divided:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same. That that part of the .said town oi Bernardston,

and the inhabitants thereof included within the follow-

ins: lines and boundaries, viz. : beojinnins; at the north-

west corner of the said town, from thence to run east ten

degrees south, three miles and two hundred and eighty

rods on the jSfew Hanqjshire line (so called) to a beech

tree ; then south to the south line of the said town ; then

west on the line between the said Bernardston and Green-

field to Green JRiver, (so called) which is the boundary
between the said Beinai'dston and Colerain; then north-

erly along by the said Green River to the northwest cor-

ner of the said Bernardston first mentioned ; be, and
hereby is, set off and erected into a separate district, by
the name of Leyden; and that the said district be invested

with all the powers, privileges and immunities, that other

towns in this Commonwealth do enjoy, except that of

sending a representative.

Provided nevertheless, and be itfurther enacted, That the

said district of Leyden shall be annexed to the said town
of Bernardston, in the choice of a representative to repre-

sent them in the General Court of this Commonwealth, and
that the said district of Leyden shall pay their proportion

of all town, county. State, or Continental taxes, set on or

granted to be raised by the said town ot^ Bernardston, as if

this act had not been made, and that that part set off by
this act, in all future taxes that shall be assessed on the

present valuation, shall pay fifteen thirty-seventh parts of

the whole sum to be assessed on the said town.

And be itfurther enacted. That David Smead, Esq ; he,

and he is hereby impowered, to issue his warrant directed

to some principal inhaliitant in the said district o{ Leyden,
requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants of the

said district, qualified by law to vote in town afiairs, to
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meet at such time and place, as shall be therein set forth,

to choose all such officers as shall be necessary to manage
the atl'airs of the said district.

lie it Jnrfher enuded. That the Selectmen of the said
gfjf.lolfet'of

town of BeriHirih'iton shall annually give notice to the lueetiugs.

clerk of the said district, of the time and place of holding

meetings for the choice of representatives, to represent the

said town and district in the General Court, fifteen days
at least before the time of such choice. March 12^ 17S4.
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AX ACT FOR ESTABLISHING COURTS OF PROBATE.
CJlClD 46

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That a Court of Probate shall be held within comtof

the several counties in this Commonwealth, and there held wuhin the

shall be in the manner the constitution directs, some able
several couDUes.

and learned person in each county within this Common-
wealth, appointed or to be appointed Jud^e for takino* the Judge of Pro-

, , , ,

~
bate to be ap-

Prol)ate of AVills, and granting administrations on the pointed.

estates of persons deceased, being inhabitants of, or resi-

dent in the same county at the time of their decease; for

appointing guardians to minors, idiots, and distracted

persons ; for examining and allowing the accounts of

executors, administrators or guardians ; and for such other

matters and things, as the Courts of ProI)ate within the

several counties shall, by the laws of the Commonwealth,
have cognizance and jurisdiction of; who shall have full

])ower and authority to make out such process or proc-

es^^es, as ihay be needful for the discharge of the trust

reposed in him ; and all sheritl's, deputy sheritis and con- sheriffs

stal)les, are required, duly to serve and execute all legal sene'ielir war.

warrants or summons to them directed by any Judge of
j^'Jl^^"^^*^^^

Probate. And contempt of authority in any cause or ^ate.

hearing before any Judge of Prolxite, shall and may be

punished in like manner, as such contempt of authority

in any Court of Common Pleas may, or can by law l)e

punished.

And be it farther enacted, That there shall l)e in man- Register of

ner as the constitution directs, a suitable person in each poiuted.^^*^''

county within this Commonwealth, ai)pointed or to be


