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[May Session, ch. 4.]

AN ACT REGULATING THE APPOINTMENT AND SERVICES OF
GRAND JURORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

ofthe same, That thirty days at the least before the sitting

of the Supreme Judicial Court in each county within this

Commonwealth, the clerk of the same Court shall issue

his warrants, directed to the constables of the several

towns within the county or counties for which the said

Court is to be holclen, or to so many of the said towns as

the Court shall order, requiring the constables respec-

tively, to assemble the freeholders and other inhabitants

in the said towns, qualified by law to vote in the choice of

representatives, to elect and choose by ballot, so many
good and lawful men of their town, of like qualification,

and of good moral character, as such warrant shall direct,

to serve on the Grand Jury at the same Court ; and the

constables shall summon the persons so chosen, four days

Graud Jury to
be sworn.

the sitting of the Court, to attend

day and place where the Court is

to appear at ten of the clock in

the same day ; and the constables

return of the warrants, with their

the same Court. And when the

Court is opened, the Grand Jury shall be impanelled

and sworn as follows :

at the least before

accordingly at the

to be holden, and
the forenoon upon
shall make timely

doings therein, to

Foreman's oath.

Foreman's Oath.

"You solemnly swear, that as foreman of this inquest

for the body of this county of 8. you shall diligently

inquire, and a true presentment make of all such matters

and things as shall be given you in charge ; the Common-
wealth's counsel, your fellows and your own, you shall

keep secret
;
you shall present no man for envy, hatred,

or malice ; neither shall you leave any man unpresented,

for love, tV iv, favor, affection, or hope of reward ; but

you shall present things truly as they come to your
knowledge, according to the best of your understand-

ing." " So help you GOB ."
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The other Jurors Oath.

"The same oath which your Foreman hath taken on The other

his part, you, and each of you, on your behalf, shall well

and truly observe and keep." " So help you GOD."

And if any constable shall neglect to assemble the inhab- negiecungVeir

Hants of his town, qualified as aforesaid, when he shall duty-

have received such warrant, or shall neglect to summon
the persons chosen in pursuance thereof, or shall not make
due return of the same, with his doings therein, he shall Penalty.

pay such fine as the Court in their discretion shall impose,

not exceeding the sum of twenty pounds. And if any Towns negiect-

town being duly notified as above provided, shall neglect mfn,°to b°e°

8e

to choose as many good and lawful men able to attend, C ourt.
ied by the

as are directed in and by such warrant, such town shall

be amercied in such sum as the Court shall order, not

exceeding the sum of forty pounds. And if any person Persons chosen

chosen and notified to attend as aforesaid, shall unneces-
aling oa

sarily fail of attending, he shall (if he is an inhabitant

of Boston, Salem, or Newburypori) pay a fine of five Penalty.

pounds, and otherwise a fine of forty shillings, to be
divided equally amongst the Grand Jurors who shall

attend their duty at the same Court.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That the clerk of the Court of General Sessions of the cierkofthe

Peace, shall forty da}>"s at the least before the first day of erai sessions of

March annually, make out his warrant to the constables [^ehirwar-

of the several towns in the county, or to so many of them ^1^
l

4o da?s

as the Court shall order, requiring them severally, to before the first

assemble the freeholders and inhabitants of their respec- annually.'

tive towns, qualified to vote for a representative, to choose

by ballot, one or more good and lawful man or men in

each town, as the Court shall direct, of like qualification,

and of good moral character, to appear at the Court of

General Sessions of the Peace, to be holden within the

said county, next after the first day of March, and there

to serve on the Grand Jury at every Court of General
Sessions of the Peace throughout the whole year, and
until another Grand Jury shall be chosen, impanelled,

and sworn in their room, and the constables shall notify constables to

the persons so chosen four days before the sitting of the B^nschosen?*"

Court. And it shall be the business of such Grand Jury
to present all crimes, offences and breaches of law
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cognizable by the said Court, and they shall have the

same oath administered to them, as is in and by this act

provided for the Grand Jury serving at the Supreme
Judicial Court.

And if any constable shall neglect to assemble the

inhabitants of his town, when he shall have received such

warrant, or shall neglect to summon such person as shall

be chosen in pursuance of such warrant, or shall not

make a timely return of the same, with his doings

therein, he shall pay such fine as the Court shall order,

not exceeding the sum of ten pounds. And if any town
shall, after being duly notified, neglect to choose such

Grand Juror or Grand Jurors, such town shall be
amercied to the use of the county, in a sum not exceeding

twenty pounds, at the discretion of the Court. And if

any person chosen and summoned to attend as aforesaid,

shall unnecessarily fail of attending at the time and place

appointed therefor, he shall (if he is an inhabitant of

Boston, Salem or JVewburyport) pay a fine of five

pounds, otherwise a fine of forty shillings to be divided

amongst the Grand Jurors who shall attend their duty.

June 21, 1784.

Chap. 5
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1784. — Chapter 5.

[May Session, eh. 5.]

AN ACT FOR GRANTING A LOTTERY FOR THE PURPOSE OF
WIDENING AND REPAIRING THE GREAT BRIDGE OVER
CHARLES RIVER IN THE TOWN OF WATERTOWN.

Whereas it appears to this Court that it is necessary

for public accommodation that an addition of twelve feet

be made to the great bridge over Charles River, in

Watertown, and the towns of Watertown, Weston, and
Waltham have requested the benefit of a lottery to

assist them in the expense of widening and repairing the

said bridge:

Be it enacted by the Senate and, House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That there be, and hereby is granted, a

lottery for raising a sum not exceeding ten hundred
pounds, the profits of which, after payment of the

necessary expences of managing the same, shall be in


