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^g AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT PASSED THE TWENTY-
SECOND DAY OF OCTOBER, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD,
ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE,
ENTITLED, "AN ACT MAKING PROVISION FOR THE SUPPORT
AND MAINTENANCE OF LIGHT HOUSES, ON THE SEA COASTS
OF THIS COMMONWEALTH."

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That there shall be paid by the master of

every vessel not belonging to this or either of the United
States, from and after the tenth day of July inst. a duty
of four pence per ton for every ton such "vessel shall

measure, into the hands of the naval officer of the port

where the said vessel shall clear out, previous to the clear-

ing the same ; which duty shall be collected and appro-

priated in the same manner as is provided in the act to

which this act is in addition.

And be it further enacted, That where any dispute shall

arise between the naval officer and the master of any
vessel, subject to the payment of the aforesaid duty,

touching the number of tons such vessel really measures,

the said naval officer and the master of the said vessel

shall appoint two meet persons, one to be chosen by the

said naval officer, and the other by the said master, to

measure the said vessel ; and the said master shall pay
for so many tons as the said persons so chosen shall judge
and determine the said vessel doth really measure. And
if any master shall refuse or neglect to agree with the

naval officer in the appointment of such appraisers, any
Justice of the Peace within the county where such naval

officer dwells, upon his application, shall be, and hereby
is empowered to appoint three discreet persons to the

performance of the said business, who shall be sworn to

the faithful and impartial discharge of their trust, who
having under their hands certified their judgment therein,

the same shall be conclusive and binding.

July 2, 1784.


