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disputes that may arise concerning such surplusage, and

the duty of the Trustees in respect of the several schools,

shall be determined by the Supreme Judicial Court; and

the Trustees shall always conform their conduct and admin-

istration herein, to such orders and determinations as shall

from time to time be made by the same Court.

And be it further enacted, That the Supreme Judicial ^c

e

r^8

a
t̂

Court may at their discretion exercise all the powers vested •» the Supreme
,

^ ft- <• ji • • ill Judicial Court.
in them by virtue ot this act, at any or their sessions holden

within the counties of Berkshire or Hampshire ; and in all

trials at law the Court ex officio shall take notice of this

act, and the same shall be holden as a public act to all

intents and purposes whatsoever, and the same shall be

given in evidence under any general issue.

March S, 1785.

1784. — Chapter 50.

[January Session, ch. 18.]

AN ACT AGAINST SELLING UNWHOLESOME PROVISIONS.
CllClT). 50

Whereas some evilly disposed persons, from motives of
avarice andfilthy lucre, have been induced to sell diseased,

corrupted, contagious or unwholesome provisions, to the

great nuisance ofpublic health and peace:

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That if any person shall sell any
such diseased, corrupted, contagious or unwholesome pro-
visions, whether for meat or drink, knowing the same,
without making it known to the buyer, and being thereof

convicted before the Justices of the General Sessions of
the Peace, in the county where such offence shall be com-
mitted, or the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, he
shall be punished by fine, imprisonment, standing in the
pillory, and binding to the good behaviour, or one or more
of these punishments, to be inflicted according to the
degree and aggravation of the offence.

March 8 1785

1784. — Chapter 51.

[January Session, ch. 19.]

AN ACT AGAINST PERJURY AND SUBORNATION OF PERJURY.
CllClT) 51

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled and by the authority
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Punishment for f the same, That if any person beins; lawfully required
perjury. J ' J I o. •" 1„.

to depose the truth in any proceeding in a course of jus-

tice, shall commit any manner of wilful perjury, every

person so offending and being thereof convicted before

the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall forfeit

and pay a fine not exceeding three hundred pounds, or be

set in the pillory not more than two hours, nor less than

one hour at a time, and at divers times and places, or

shall be whipped at the public whipping post, not exceed-

ing thirty-nine stripes, on the naked back, at one or more
times and places, not exceeding three times or three

places, and shall suffer all or part of these punishments
according to the aggravation of the perjury, as affecting

life, liberty, reputation or property ; and the oath of such

person so offending, and thereof duly convicted as afore-

said, shall not be received in any Court of record, until

such time as the judgment given against such person

shall be reversed.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

of°periury^
ation That if any person shall commit subornation of perjury,

by procuring another person to commit wilful and corrupt

perjury as aforesaid, every person guilty of such subor-

nation of perjury, and being thereof duly convicted, shall

be liable to, and suffer the same forfeitures, pains, penal-

ties and disabilities, in all respects as abovementioned,
according to the aggravation of his offence.O CO
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Mdeavou^ng*
01 That if any person shall wilfully and corruptly endeavour

to incite others to incite or to procure another person to commit wilful
to commit per- L
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jury. and corrupt perjury as aforesaid, and the person so

incited do not commit such perjury, the person so cor-

ruptly endeavouring to incite and procure the committing
of perjury, shall be punished by fine, not exceeding One
hundred pounds, or imprisonment, not exceeding two
years, or both, according to the aggravation of the

offence, and binding to the good behaviour, at the discre-

tion of the Court before whom the same is tried.

March 0, 1785.

Chap. 52

1784.— Chapter 53.
[January Session, ch. 20.]

AN ACT FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF ROBBERY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled and by the authority of


