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Provided, that no punishments shall be inflicted but such

as have been known and accustomed at common law.

March 14, 1785.

1784. — Chapter 64.

[January Session, ch. 30.]

Char) 64 AN ACT empowering the selectmen of such towns in
1 ' THIS COMMONWEALTH AS ARE ALREADY, OR MAY HERE-

AFTER BE PROVIDED WITH A FIRE ENGINE OR ENGINES,
TO NOMINATE AND APPOINT ENGINE MEN.

Preamble.
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Whereas it is of great importance to the preservation of

life and property, that provision he made to extinguish

fires; and the method of selecting suitable persons for the

purpose of keeping in repair end working fire engines in

such towns as are provided therewith, hath been productive

of good consequences

:

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That the Selectmen of such towns

in this Commonwealth as are provided with a tire engine

or engines, or who may in future be provided with a fire

engine or engines, be, and they are, hereby empowered, if

they shall judge it expedient, to nominate and appoint a

number of suitable persons for engine men as soon as may
be, after the passing of this act, and ever after in the

month of January, annually, not exceeding eighteen to

any one engine, which engine men who may be nominated
and appointed in manner aforesaid, be, and they are,

hereby authorized and empowered to meet together some-
time in the month of May, annually, for the purpose of

chusing a master or director of the said engine, and estab-

lishing such rules and regulations for the well ordering of

the said company, as the Selectmen of such town shall

judge necessary and approve; provided, the same be not

repugnant to the constitution and laws of this Common-
wealth.

And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That the

respective companies of engine men, who may be nomi-
nated and appointed in pursuance of this act, shall be held

and obliged to meet together once at least in each month,
and oftener if necessary, for the purpose of examining the

state of the engine to which they belong, and (he append-
ages belonging to the same, and seeing that the said
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engine is in good repair, and ready to proceed on any

emergency to the relief of any part of the community who
maybe invaded by the calamity of fire; and the said

engine men appointed as aforesaid, shall bo held and

obliged to go forward, either by night or by day, and use

their best endeavours to extinguish any tire that may
happen in the same town, or the vicinity thereof, (under

the direction of the fire wards in the same town) as shall

come to their knowledge, without delay.

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the per- Excused from
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. -i-i -.1 • military duty.
sons who may be nominated and appointed engine men,

in pursuance of this act, shall be, and they are, hereby

excused from all military duty.

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any Persons negii.

. . «* . -i-i •ii* gent and rciniHw

person who being nominated and appointed in manner in duties, to be

hereinbefore directed, shall be negligent and remiss in
dlsP,ace

•

the duties required of him by this act, except sickness or

any other disability shall prevent him therefrom, it shall

be the duty of the Selectmen in the same town, upon suffi-

cient evidence thereof, to strike his name from such list,

and proceed to appoint another person as an engine man
in his room, in the same manner as they are hereinbefore

empowered to do in the month of January, annually.

March 15, 1785.

1784. — Chapter 65.

[January Session, ch. 31.]

AN ACT AGAINST ACCESSARIES TO CRIMES AND FELONIOUS
(J]iap. (55

ASSAULTERS. 1 '

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That if any person shall aid, assist, abet, conn- punishment for

sel, hire, command or procure any person to commit the fag persons in

"

crime of murder or rape, sodomy, arson, robbery or burg- ^de"&c.
lary, he is, and shall be considered as an accessary before

the fact to the principal offender or offenders, and being

thereof convicted, shall suffer the like punishment as is by
law assigned for the crime to the commission of which he

shall be so accessary.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

That whosoever shall knowingly receive, harbour, con- Punishment for
. . . i. harbouring or

ceal, maintain, assist, or relieve any person or persons concealing such

who have committed any of the crimes beforenamed, he
cnmin;


