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Jg AN ACT FOR REPEALING A LAW OF THIS COMMONWEALTH,
ENTITLED, " AN ACT IMPOSING DUTIES ON LICENCED VEL-
LUM, PARCHMENT AND PAPER," AND FOR IMPOSING OTHER
DUTIES ON CERTAIN PAPERS, COMMISSIONS, INSTRUMENTS
AND PROCESSES.

Whereas the said act, entitled " An act imposing duties

on licenced vellum, parchment and paper," will be incon-

venient in its operation

:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That the act aforesaid, and every article,

matter and thing therein contained, he, and the same
hereby is, repealed and rendered null and void.

And whereas by means of the late war a considerable

public debt hath arisen, and it is the duty of the Legisla-

ture, and for the interest of their constituents, that ways
and means the least burdensome, be providedfor the punc-
tual discharge of the interest, and the gradual lessening

the principal thereof; and whereas considerable sums of
money may be collectedfrom certain papers, commissions,

instruments and pi'ocesses :

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
from and after the first day of August next, there shall

be levied, collected, and paid, throughout this Common-
wealth, for the several and respective writings, instru-

ments and things hereafter mentioned, the several and
respective rates, duties, charges and sums of money here-

inafter expressed, that is to say,

For every deed that shall be recorded by any Register
of Deeds, in any of the counties of this Commonwealth,
one shilling, to be paid to such Register by the person
procuring such deed to be recorded.

For every original writ issued from the office of a

Clerk of CommoD Picas, eight pence.

For every original writ issued by any Justice of the

Peace
, four pence.

For every writ of execution issued by a Clerk of the

Supreme Judicial Court, eight pence.

For every writ of execution issued by the Clerk of any
Court of Common Pleas, eight pence.

For every writ of execution issued by a Justice of the

Peace, four pence.
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For every confession of a judgment before any Justice

of the Peace, four pence.

For every register of a vessel, one shilling.

For every charter party, three shillings.

For every policy of insurance, two shillings.

For each advertisement respecting private concerns, of

the length of twelve lines, computing eight words to a

line, or any less advertisements, each time the same shall

be inserted in a news paper, nix pence; on each such

advertisement of greater length, and less than twenty
such lines, one shilling, for each time inserted as afore-

said ; and in that proportion for all advertisements of

greater length.

For every bill of lading, one penny.
For every commission for the office of Sheriff in either

of the counties of Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, Hampshire,
Worcester and Berkshire, Twelvepounds ; and in any other

county in the Commonwealth, Six pounds.
For the appointment of any person to be Clerk of the

Supreme Judicial Court, or Clerk of a Court of Common
Pleas in either of the counties of Suffolk, Essex, Middle-
sex, Hampshire, Worcester or Berkshire, Twelve pounds

;

and for the appointment of any person to be Clerk of a

Court of Common Pleas in any other county in the Com-
monwealth, Six pounds.

For each Register of Deeds, on every choice, twenty
shillings.

For every commission for the office of a Justice of a

Court of Common Pleas, twenty shillings.

For every commission for the office of a Judge of Pro-
bate, twenty shillings.

For every commission for the office of Register of Pro-
bate, twenty shillings.

And no person shall be qualified to exercise either of

the offices aforesaid, or perform any of the duties thereof,

until he hath actually paid to a Collector of Impost and
Excise, the duty imposed by this act, and obtained a cer-

tificate thereof.

For every admission of any person to practice as an

Attorney in a Court of Common Pleas, Six pounds.
For the admission of any person to practice as an

Attorney in the Supreme Judicial Court, Nine pounds.
And no person not already admitted to practice as

aforesaid, shall do the business of an Attorney in either



460 1785.— Chapter 18.

of the Courts aforesaid, until he hath paid to the Clerk

of such Court the duty imposed as aforesaid.

For the admission of any person to the degree of a

Barrister at Law, Twelve pounds; and no person not

already admitted thereto, shall hereafter enjoy the rank
and degree of a Barrister at Law, until he hath paid to

the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court the duty
aforesaid.

Proviso. Provided always, That nothing in this act shall be con-

strued to extend to the preventing any person from exer-

cising the right he hath of supporting his cause, or

defending himself, by himself or his Counsel at his

election.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
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tins act. Common Pleas, after such Justice or Clerk shall have had

notice of the passing of this act, the same duty shall be

paid as if such writ had been issued after the said first day
of August; and no deed which shall be made after the

said first.day of August, shall be recorded after the expi-

ration of six months from the time of making the same,
unless the person requesting that the same may be

recorded, shall pay to the Register a duty of six shillings.
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August, render to the Collector of Excise for the county
whereof he is Register, or to his Deputy, an account
upon oath of the number of all deeds by him recorded or

received for that purpose, and shall pay to such Collector

or Deputy the duty arising thereon* by this act; and
every Justice of the Peace and Clerk of the Court of

Common Pleas in the several counties, and the Clerks of

the Supreme Judicial Court, shall in like manner, at the

end of every three months, render an account upon oath

to the Collector of Excise of the county wherein they
respectively live, of all writs by them respectively issued,

upon which a duty is imposed by this act; and the

several Clerks aforesaid shall also render an account to

such Collector, of the Attorneys admitted at their respec-

tive Courts ; and the said Clerks and Justices shall pay to

such Collector the whole sum of the duties imposed by
this act on such writs and admissions; and every Printer
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of news papers within this Commonwealth shall, at the

end of every six mouths from t he said first day of August
next, render upon oath to the Collector of Excise for the

county to which he belongs, an account of the duties by
him, or the company to which he belongs, owing for the

advertisements printed by him or them, and shall pay the

duties imposed thereon by this act. And if any Register Persons refus-

of Deeds, Justice of the Peace, Clerk of any Court of

Common Pleas, or of the Supreme Judicial Court, or any
Printer of a news paper, shall refuse or neglect to render

an account as aforementioned, and pay the duties to the

Collector as aforesaid, such Register, Justice, Clerk, or

Printer, thus refusing or neglecting, shall forfeit and pay Penalty,

to the use of this Commonwealth, the sum of One hundred
pounds, to be sued for and recovered by the Collector of

the county to which they respectively belong, in any
Court proper to try the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That for the purpose of effectually levying and collecting charter Parties,

the duties imposed by this act on charter parties, policies ance, and bins

of insurance, and bills of lading, the same shall be signed be signed by*

on the left hand by some one of the Naval Officers of the cetihTsi!au
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countv where the same shall be made, who shall receive receive the
J 1 duties.

the duties imposed as aforesaid, and shall render an
account upon oath so often as he is obliged by law to

account for light money received by him, unto the Treas-

urer of this Commonwealth, for the duties imposed by
this act on registers of vessels, charter parties, policies of

insuiance and bills of lading.

Be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ™°ed
D
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every charter party, policy of insurance and bill of lad- utterly void.

ing, engrossed or written after the first day of September
next, in the counties of Suffolk, Essex and Middlesex,
and in every other part of the Commonwealth after the

first day of October next, the same not being signed as

by this act is required, shall be utterly void and of no

effect whatever.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That if any person or persons shall at any time hereafter Penaityfor
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counterfeit or forge anv mark or signature which shall he forging, orfraud-
• -i -, -.1 j, \ . , i n nlently using,

provided or used in pursuance or this act, or shall conn- any markorsig.

terfeit or resemble the impression of the same, upon vel- or^use^npur!

lum, parchment or paper, with an intention to deprive the suanceof this

Commonwealth of any of the duties aforesaid, or shall
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utter, sell or dispose of any vellum, parchment or paper,

having thereon any such counterfeited or forged marks or

signatures, knowing the said marks or signatures to be

forged or counterfeited ; or if any person shall privately

or fraudulently use any mark or signature provided or

used in pursuance of this act, with an intent thereby to

defraud the Commonwealth, every person so offending,

and being thereof convicted before the Supreme Judicial

Court, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Five hun-

dred pounds, be subjected to be confined to hard labour

for a term not exceeding seven years, be whipped not

exceeding thirty-nine stripes, or suffer either or all of the

said punishments, according to the nature and aggrava-

tion of the offence.
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of wealth, shall keep a regular and separate account of all

higbyThTsact?" monies arising by this act, and shall render the same, and

pay the monies which they may receive by virtue of this

act, into the Treasury of this Commonwealth, at the times

by law required for payment of the monies arising by
impost and excise ; and the said Collectors shall receive

the same commissions for the collection of the duties

hereby imposed, as are provided for the collection of the

duties arising from impost and excise. July 2, 1785.

1785. — Chapter 19.

[May Session, ch. 18.]

Chat) 10 AN ACT F0R REVIVING AND CONTINUING SUNDRY LAWS THAT
V' ARE EXPIRED AND NEAR EXPIRING.

Preamble. Whereas the several acts hereinafter mentioned, which

:ire now expired or near expiring, have been found useful

and beneficial,^.: One act made in the year of our

Lord, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, entitled,

" An act for the further preventing all riotous, tumultous

and disorderly assemblies or companies of persons, and

for preventing bonfires in any of the streets or lanes

within any of the towns of this Province." Also, an act

made in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hun-

dred and sixty-one, entitled, " An act establishing a

watch lor the safety and better securing the good order of

the town of Boston." Also, an act made in the year of

our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine,


