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And be it further enacted, That John Deane, Esq ; be, John Deane,

and he hereby is, empowered and directed to issue his meeting™

warrant, directed to some principal inhabitant within said

town of Standish, requiring him to warn the inhabitants

of said town of Standish, qualified to vote in town affairs,

to assemble at some suitable time and place in said town,

to choose all such officers as towns by law are empowered
and required to choose, in the month of March, annually,

and to transact all other matters and business necessary

to be done in said town. November 30, 1785.
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1785.— Chapter 41.

[October Session, ch. 23.]

AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE MANUFACTURE OF LOAF (JJiap. 41
SUGAR WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That from and after the first day of March f™?^*"
"

next, all loaf sugar (of foreign manufacture) that shall be wbited.on
u} \ o / penalty of for-

imported into this Commonwealth, by water, and un- future,

loaded, shall be forfeited ; and all such loaf sugar brought

into this Commonwealth by land, shall also be forfeited ;

and any citizen of this Commonwealth may seize and

secure the same for trial ; and if the claimers do not make
it appear on trial that the loaf sugar so seized is the

manufacture of this, or some other of the United States,

it shall be adjudged forfeited; one moiety thereof to his

or their use who shall seize the same, and the other moiety

to the use of the Commonwealth.
Provided nevertheless, If any vessel, having loaf sugar Proviso.

on board, shall arrive in this Commonwealth in distress,

and be obliged to unlade it, in order to repair the said

vessel, the same shall not be forfeited, if the Captain or

owner shall land it under the care of the Naval Officer,

and give bonds as the law now directs in cases of vessels

being in distress.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That all seizures of loaf sugar under this act shell be void, H™£toLuie
unless the party seizing (not being an officer duly author- party seizing

ized to make such seizure) shall, within twenty-four

hours after such seizure, give bond, with sufficient surety,

in the judgment of some Justice of the Peace within the

county, to the person from whom such sugar shall be
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taken, conditioned, to pay all such damages and costs as

the party may be entitled to, from whom such sugar may
be taken, provided the same shall not, upon due process

had thereon, be adjudged forfeited.

Be it further enacted, That when any vessel shall arrive

within any harbour or port of this Commonwealth, having on

board loaf sugar not the manufacture of some one of the

United States of America, the master of said vessel, or

whoever shall make entry of her cargo at the naval office,

shall, in his manifest of said cargo, include the quantity

of such loaf sugar on board his said vessel, with the pack-

ages, marks and numbers of loaves, and enter them as for

exportation in the same vessel ; from whence it shall not

be taken, unless as is before herein provided in case of

distress. And it shall be the duty of the Naval Officer,

previous to his granting permit to unlade the residue of

the cargo on board said vessel, to take a bond of the

person making the entry, with one sufficient surety, in a

sum equal to four times the value of said sugar, condi-

tioned, that the same shall not be taken out of said vessel

while within any port or harbour of this Commonwealth,
and that after said vessel may be cleared out, it shall not

be landed in any port of this Commonwealth.
Be itfurther enacted, That when any vessel shall come

within any port, harbour, river, creek or inlet in this

Commonwealth, it shall be lawful for any Naval Officer, or

any Officer of Impost and Excise, or his Deputy, to go on
board said vessel, commanding assistance when it may be

necessary, and to make enquiry of every circumstance rela-

tive to said vessel, her cargo and destination ; and where
any thing may appear to said officer unsatisfactory, he is

hereby empowered to appoint one or more person or persons,

to tarry on board said vessel until entry is regularly made
of her cargo, or until she departs from said place.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

That the excise of half a penny on a pound, imposed on

all brown sugars consumed in this Commonwealth, shall

be remitted to all sugar boilers or refiners of sugar, upon
such brown sugars as shall be by them refined and manu-
factured into loaf sugar, within this Commonwealth ; and
the said sugar refiners shall make oath to the quantity of

brown sugar, so manufactured and refined by them, when
they shall be called upon to settle their accounts with the

Collectors of Excise.
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Be it likewise enacted by the authority aforesaid, That Loaf sugar
**

. exported by
all loaf sugar manufactured within this Commonwealth water, to be

which is to be exported by water, shall, previous thereto, ^ouTtkereto
6

.'

be inspected by some person appointed by the Governor
and Council, who shall receive two pence by the hundred,

for a thousand weight, and three pence an hundred for

a smaller quantity; and a certificate shall be returned

by the inspector to the Collector, certifying that the

loaf sugar so to be exported is good and merchantable
;

and on such certificate being produced, the manufact-

urer or owner, of such loaf sugar, giving bond as the

law now directs on the exportation of excised articles,

shall receive a discharge of the excise thereon from the

Collector.

Be itfurther enacted, That the Governor, with advice of g^Si^.
Council, be, and he is, hereby empowered to appoint one point inspectors.

or more suitable person or persons, in any town within

this Commonwealth where he may think proper, for

the purpose of inspecting loaf sugar, as is hereinbefore

directed ; and every inspector, before he enters on
the duties of his office, shall be sworn before some
Justice of the Peace to the faithful discharge of the

same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That all forfeitures and penalties incurred by this or any Forfeitures how

other act for the encouragement of the commerce, navi-

gation and manufactures of this Commonwealth shall be

recovered by libel, complaint, action of debt, or the case,

before any Court of Common Pleas within the county
where such seizure shall be made, as the nature and cir-

cumstances of the case may require.

And be it further enacted, That a duty of excise of f^S^^7

one half penny per pound shall be paid for every pound
of loaf sugar which shall be manufactured, used or con-

sumed within this Commonwealth, in addition to the

excise duty already by law imposed on the same, to

be collected by the Collectors of excise duties, in the

same manner as other excises are collected ; and the Remission of

/» .1 • it,- i -i , iiii duty in case of
same remission of tins additional excise duty shall be exportation,

allowed in case of exportation of loaf sugar, by water,

as by law is already provided, in case of exportation of

other excised articles in the same way.

November 30, 1 785.


