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1785. — Chapter C6.
[February Session, ch. 27.]

AN ACT FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF FORNICATION, AND FOR Qh(ip. 66
THE MAINTENANCE OF BASTARD CHILDREN. 1 '

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That if any man commit fornication with any Penalty for

single woman, upon due conviction thereof, he shall be foraS-Ltion.

fined to the use of the county where the crime may be

committed, not exceeding the sum of Five pounds, nor less

than thirty shillings; and if he declare himself unable, or

shall neglect for the space of twenty-four hours after pass-

ing the sentence, to pay the tine and costs, then he shall

be whipped, not exceeding ten stripes, at the discretion

of the .Justices of the Sessions, before whom the matter

shall be tried ; and the woman so offending, upon due
conviction thereof, shall be fined to the use of the county
where the crime may be committed, not exceeding the

sum of Three pounds, nor less than six shillings; and if

she shall declare herself unable, or shall neglect for the

space of twenty-four hours, to pay the fine and costs,

then for the first offence, she shall be committed to prison,

or to the house of correction, there to remain not more
than ten days, nor less than twenty-four hours ; and for

each offence after the first, she shall pay a fine not

exceeding Six pounds, nor less than twelve shillings; and
if she shall declare herself unable, or shall neglect for the

space of twenty-four hours, to pay the fine and costs,

then she shall be committed to prison, or to the house of

correction, there to remain not more than thirty days,

nor less than forty-eight hours.

Provided nevertheless, If any woman guilty of the crime Proviso, when

aforesaid, shall appear before any Justice of the Peace Bhaii™o™ess

within the county where such offence may be committed, before f justice

and confess herself to be guilty as aforesaid, and offer to ofthePeace -

pay into the hands of the said Justice, for the first offence,

the sum of six shillings, and for any offence after the first,

the sum of twelve shillings, it shall be the duty of such Justice

to receive said fine, or to bind her over to the next Court
of General Sessions of the Peace, to be holden within and
for said county, at his discretion ; and a certificate of the

payment of the said tine, signed by the same Justice, and
filed in the Clerk's office of the Court of the General Ses-
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sions of the Peace, shall be a full bar to any process

against her for the same offence, unless such process be

commenced previous to the tiling of the said certificate in

the Clerk's office as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

^oman7s
y
deiiv- That whenever any woman who hath been delivered of a

ered of, or is bastard child, or being pregnant with a child, which if
pregnant with a n I &
bastard child, born alive may be a bastard, shall accuse any man of

any man of being the father thereof, before any Justice of the Peace,
being the father, ,. ,1 i i • j. j.1 i

•

&e. he shaii be upon examination on oath, and being put upon the dis-

repu?!dfather. covery of the truth respecting the same accusation in the

time of her travail, shall thereupon accuse the same
person of being the father of the child, of which she is

about to be delivered, and shall continue constant in such

accusation, and shall prosecute him as the father of such

child before the Court of the General Sessions of the

Peace, in the manner hereinafter prescribed (in which
prosecution she shall be admitted as a competent witness,

and her credibility be left to the Jury) he shall be ad-

judged the reputed father of such child, notwithstanding

his denial, and stand charged with the maintenance thereof,

with the assistance of the mother, as the Justices of the

same Court shall order ; and shall give security to per-

form the said order, and to save the town or place which

might be otherwise chargeable with the maintenance of

such child, free from charge for its maintenance ; and may
be committed to prison until he find sureties for the same,

unless the pleas and proofs made and produced on the

behalf of the man so accused, and other circumstances, be

such as the Jury, by whom the issue, whether he is guilty

or not guilty, shall be tried, shall find him not guilty ; in

which case the Justices of the said Court shall acquit him
thereof; and the verdict of the Jury of the same Court,

whether guilty or not guilty, shall be final respecting such
Proviso. issue. Provided, That no woman shall be admitted as a

witness as aforesaid, who has been convicted of any crime,

which would by law disqualify her from being a witness
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in any other cause. And every Justice of the Peace, to

umade^any
1 whom complaint is made by any woman, that she hath
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ljeen delivered, or is pregnant as aforesaid, and desires a

prosecution against the man whom she accuses of being

the father of the child, the Justice shall then proceed to

take her accusation and examination in writing, under

oath, respecting the man so accused, and the time and
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place where she was begotten with child, with such other

circumstances as he shall judge necessary for the discov-

ery of the truth of such accusation ; which examination

shall be given in evidence on the trial of the issue ; and

at his discretion may bind him that is so accused to the

next General Sessions of the Peace, with sufficient surety

or sureties, to answer to such accusation, and a'ade the

order of Court thereon. And if the woman be not then

delivered, or be unable personally to attend the said

Court, may order the continuance or renewal of his and
her bond, that they may be forthcoming at the next

Court of General Sessions of the Peace after the birth of

the child ; and the continuance of such bonds aforesaid to

the next Court of General Sessions of the Peace, entered

thereon by order of the said Court (unless the surety or

sureties shall object thereto) shall have the same force

and effect as a recognizance taken in Court for the next

term.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That all laws heretofore in force respecting the subject Laws heretofore
i o *) made repealed.

matter of this act, be and they are hereby declared to be

repealed : touching all cases, that may happen after the

passing of this act. March 15, 1786.

SCYTHE NAME Q]^ QJ
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AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING CERTAIN PERSONS
OF THE SCOTS CHARITABLE SOCIE

Wliereas a considerable number ofpersons have for many preamble.

years associated themselves in the town of Boston, for the

purpose of joining their charities, for the relief of certain

ividows, orplians, and other objects of charity, and have

raised a common stock, but are unable to recover the monies

they have lelten on interest, and to transact the business

necessary for supporting the said institution:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That John Scollay, William Erving and societyincor-

James Swan, Esquires, Messrs. Thomas Melville, James
Thompson, James Graham, William Doll, William
3Ic,Kean, Andrew Drummond and John Young, with

such other persons as they may from time to time here-

after admit, be and they hereby are, incorporated and


