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in this Act to the contrary notwithstanding : And the certificate of

Clerk, or Keeper of the records of the meeting wherein riages.tobe

such marriage shall be had and solemnized, shall once a
madeannua *•

year make a certificate, under his Hand, of all marriages

had and solemnized in the Society, or meeting, to which

he belongs, and shall deliver the same to the Clerk of the

Court of General Sessions of the Peace, of the County

wherein the marriages have been had, and solemnized,

under the penalty of twenty shillings, for each neglect.

All tines, not particularly appropriated, shall be to the Fines, how
' l

i ii • t i j.-
appropriated.

use of the prosecutor. And all former Laws relating to

the solemnization of marriages, are hereby repealed.

This act to be in force from and after the last day of

December, one thousand seven hundred and eighty six,

and not sooner. June 22, 1 786.
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[May Session, ch. 4.]

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FISH CALLED
(J]ia^y t 4.

VES, IN THEIR PASSAGE UP THE RIVERS ^'AN ACT TO PREVENT
SHAD AND ALEWIVES,
AND STREAMS IN THE TOWN OF REHOBOTH, IN THE COUNTY
OF BRISTOL.

Whereas it is necessary for the preservation of the Fish Prearable -

called Shad and Aleiowes, in their passage up the rivers

and streams in the Town of Kehoboth, that the Committee

hereafter to be appointed in the said Town, to see that (he

passage-ivays for the said fish be not obstructed, should

have authority given them for the purposes aforesaid:

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That the Town of Rehoboth shall J°^ empiwtr°e"d

be, and they are hereby empowered and directed, at their ^
^°

r

°
e
* peon's

meeting for the choice of Town Officers in March or April, annually, to see

annually, to choose three or more persons, to see that the respecting Ash,

laws respecting the passage-ways for the said Fish be
be<

observed ; and each person so chosen shall take an oath

faithfully to discharge the duties required of him by Law ;

and the Committee of the said Town s^hll meet together

annually, on or before the tenth day of April, at such •

time and place as the person first chosen by the said

Town shall appoint ; the meeting to be by him duly noti-

fied : And the major part of the Committee present at

such meeting, are hereby authorized and empowered to
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Power of such
Committee.

Committee em-
powered to opeu
any dams or
sluice.

Proviso.

Penalty for
obstructing
passage-ways.

Penalty for tak-
ing fish, in any
manner, not
allowed by the
Committee.

order the time, places and manner, in which the said Fish

may be taken. And the said Committee, or the major
part of them, shall have power to cause the natural course

of the streams through which the said Fish pass, to be

kept open and without obstruction— to remove any such

as may be found therein, and to make the passage-ways

wider or deeper, if they shall find it necessary ; and the

Committee, or either of them, paying a reasonable con-

sideration therefor, if required, shall have authority for

those purposes, to go on the land of any person through

which such streams run, without being considered as tres-

passers ; and any person who shall molest or hinder the

said Committee, or either of them, in the execution of

the business of his or their office, or shall obstruct any
passage-way in such rivers or streams, otherwise than

may be allowed by the said Committee, he or they shall

forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten pounds, nor less

than five pounds.
And be itfurther enacted, that the said Committee, or

tohe major part, of them present at any meeting, duly noti-

fied, being not less than three in number, shall be, and
hereby are authorized and empowered, to open any dam
or sluice of any mill erected, or that may be erected on or

over any such rivers or streams, at the expence of the

owner or owners of such dam, provided such owner or

owners shall neglect to open the same, when thereto

required by the said Committee, or such major part of

them as aforesaid ; and the dam or sluice so opened shall

continue open in every year to such depth and width, and
for such term of time between the tenth day of April and
the first day of June, as the major part of the Committee
shall judge necessary. And in case any person or persons

shall obstruct the passage-ways allowed or ordered by the

said Committee, or such major part of them, in any dam
or sluice, such person so offending shall forfeit and pay a

sum not exceeding ten pounds, nor less than Jive pounds.

And be itfurther enacted, That if any person or persons

shall take any of the said Fish, on any day, or in any
place, or in anyjpanner, other than shall be allowed by
the said Committee as aforesaid, each person so offending

shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding forty shillings,

nor less than five shillings.

And be itfurther enacted, That if the Committee afore-

said, or either of them, shall detect any person or persons
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in attempting to take any of the said Fish, on any day, at

any time, or at any place, or in any manner, otherwise

than is allowed by the said Committee, or shall find such

Fish with such person or persons, such person or persons Persons de-
•» tected bv the

shall be deemed to have taken the said Fish, and shall committee, how

be subject to the penalties of this Act accordingly, unless Proceededwlth -

such person or persons can make it appear that he or they

came by the said Fish in some other way.
And be it farther enacted, That the Committee to be committee to

i i»»-ilii a'j • ±1 agree upon cer-

cnosen as aforesaid, shall agree upon certain days in the tain days when

week when said Fish shall be taken, and also upon certain taken.
ay b<

parts of said rivers and streams where said Fish may be

taken, to be particularly marked and bounded, and shall

notify the inhabitants thereof by posting up notifications

in two public places in said Town of Rehoboth, within ten

days after their being chosen as aforesaid.

And be itfurther enacted, That all the penalties incurred fn^ed^howre-
by a breach of this Act, may be sued for and recovered in covered.

any Court in the County of Bristol, proper to try the

same, and all sums so recovered as forfeited by this Act,

shall be appropriated one moiety thereof to the prose-

cutors, and the other moiety for the poor of the said

Town. And no person, by reason of his being one of

the said Committee, shall thereby be disqualified from
being a witness in any prosecution, for the breach of this

Act. June 27, 1786.
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[May Session, ch. 5.]

AN ACT AUTHORIZING EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS, TO Q/ian. 5.
MAKE SALE OF REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGED TO THEIR TES- *

*

TATORS OR INTESTATES, AND SUCH AS THEY SHALL TAKE
IN EXECUTION, IN CERTAIN CASES.

Whereas doubts have arisen, and may arise, with respect r-reambie.

to the extent of the right, interest, title and estate, which
Executors or Administrators may have, in houses, lands,

and tenements mortgaged to their respective Testators or

Intestates, and also the right, interest, title and estate,

which Executors or Administrators may have, in houses,

lands, and tenements, set off by execution at the suit of

Executors or Administrators, for debts due to the estates

of persons deceased; for the better defining and declaring

the Law in those respects

;


