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1786.— Chapter 10.

[May Session, ch. 10.]

AN ACT REGULATING PARISHES AND PRECINCTS, AND THE Chaj). 10.
OFFICERS THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That the bounds and limits of Precincts and Bounds and

Parishes, as they have been formerly settled, be, and cincts and Par-

hereby are confirmed and established, until they shall be ii8
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otherwise ordered by the General Court. And the inhab-

itants of each respective Parish and Precinct, who shall

pay in one tax, exclusive of the Poll or Polls, a sum equal

to two thirds of a single poll tax, shall, in the month
of March or April, annually, meet and assemble together inhabitants to

at such time and place, in the same Parish or Precinct, as ^he^rice'
they shall be notified to attend, by the Collector thereof, of officers.

or such other person as the Assessors thereof shall appoint

to notify the same ; and the said inhabitants shall then

and there, by a major vote, by ballot, or such other

method as they may determine convenient, choose a Clerk,

who shall be under oath truly to Record all votes passed
in the same, or any other regular meeting of the Corpora-
tion, during the time he shall remain in Office ; two or

more able and judicious persons for assessors, a treasurer,

collector and other usual Parish or Precinct Officers. And certain persons
„ „ ~ . ., .,. exempted from

no person in commission tor any Office, civil or military, serving in the

church officer, member of the Council, Senate, or House lector?

of Representatives, for the time being, nor any one who
has served in the Office of Constable or Collector, of any
Town, District, Parish or Precinct, within the term of
seven years, shall be obliged to serve in the Office of

Collector. And every person chosen to the Office of Col- Persons not ex-

lector, and not exempted as aforesaid, if he be able in in^
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person to execute the same, and of the same denomina-
tion of Christians as those of the major part of the Parish
or Precinct who shall choose him, who shall refuse to take

the oath to that office prescribed, and to serve therein,

shall forfeit and pay to the use of the same Precinct, or Penalty.

Parish, the sum of Three pounds. And the person chosen
collector shall if present forthwith declare his acceptance
or refusal, and in case of non acceptance the Parish or

Precinct shall proceed to a new choice, and so from time
to time until one shall accept and be sworn : and any
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person so chosen, who shall be present, and shall not

declare his acceptance of the Office of Collector, or who
shall neglect after being summoned by a Constable or any
other person whom the Clerk or assessors may appoint for

that purpose before the Clerk, to take the Oaths of Office,

for the space of seven days next after being notified or

summoned, as aforesaid (which oath, as well as the oath

of all other Parish or Precinct Officers, the Clerk for the

time being is hereby authorised and empowered to adinin-

recoveredT ister) and shall neglect to pay the fine aforesaid, may be
compelled to pay the same by the same mode of Process,

in the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, that fines

may by Law be recovered of persons refusing to serve in

the Office of Constable.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Assessors That assessors of Precincts or Parishes shall be empow-
empowered to

. #
l

manage pmden- ered to manage their prudentials, unless a Committee shall

committee siiaii specially be appointed for that purpose, which any Pre-
eappomte

. cmct or pdr ish is empowered to choose if they think

proper ; and the said Committee, where any such shall

be chosen, and the assessors where no such Committee
shall be appointed, shall have like power and authority

in all respects for calling Parish or Precinct meetings as

Selectmen, by Law have for calling Town meetings

;

and in case of a vacancy in any Parish or Precinct Office

chosen in March or April, the same vacancy may be filled

at a Parish or Precinct meeting regularly notified, at any
Parish & pre- other season of the year. And the Moderator of a Parish

regulated. or Precinct meeting shall have the like power and author-

ity in governing the meeting as the like Officer by Law
has in a town meeting ; and persons misbehaving in Parish

or Precinct meetings shall be subjected to similar punish-

ments, to the use of the Parish or Precinct, as persons

misbehaving in Town meeting ; and the penalties to be
recovered in the same manner. And the moderator, in

case no Justice of the Peace is present, may also admin-
ister in open meeting the Oath of office to the Clerk
thereof. And when ten or more of the qualified voters

of any Precinct or Parish shall signify in writing their

desire to have any matter or thing inserted in a warrant

for calling a meeting, it shall be the duty of the assessors

to insert the same in the next warrant they shall issue for

that purpose ; and no matter or thing shall be acted upon
in such a manner as to have any legal operation whatever
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unless the subject matter thereof shall be inserted in the

warrant for calling the meeting. And in case the asses-

sors shall unreasonably refuse to call a meeting, or a

Parish or Precinct shall have no assessors within it to

call one, or not a major part of the assessors or committee
which any Parish may agree upon to be chosen, any
Justice of the Peace for the same County, upon the justices of the

application of ten or more of the voters in the Parish araeeUn^itT
11

or Precinct, may call a meeting, in the same manner as certain cases.

a Justice of the Peace is by Law authorized to call a

town meeting.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid

that the qualified voters aforesaid of any Parish or Pre- Qualified voters

cinct, at the annual meeting in March or April, or at any money
r

'for the

other Parish or Precinct meeting regularly notified, at ^^r^&c
least seven days before the holding thereof, may grant

and vote such sum or sums of money as they shall judge
necessary for the settlement, maintenance, and support

of ministers or public teachers of religion ; for the build-

ing or repairing of Houses of Public Worship, and all

other necessary Parish or precinct charges, to be assessed

on the Polls and property within the same as by Law
provided. And the inhabitants of each respective Parish inhabitants of
i i Parishes & Pre -

and Precinct are hereby declared to be a Body Corporate, cincts, declared
-.

,

J
-.

j. j.' to be a body
and as such may commence and prosecute any action or corporate.

suit to final judgment and execution, in any Court proper
to hear and determine the same ; and may also defend

any suit or action that may be bro't against them, for

which purposes they may constitute one or more Agents
or Attorney's, in the same manner as towns may consti-

tute and appoint Agents ; and the evidence of their ap-

pointment may be ascertained in the same manner.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid

that where any town or district consisting of but one Engagements or

parish only has been or hereafter shall be divided or made pa?och
C
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a

into two or more Precincts or Parishes, any engagements
[nt

r

o'before
e

divi-

or contracts entered into by such town or district before ?i°n of
J?b°8

8

or

such division, of a Precinct or Parochial nature solely, districts, shaii

shall not by such division be considered as released, can- force, after such

celled, or extinguished ; but the same shall remain in full
dlvIslon -

force, and be obligatory on the inhabitants residing, and
the estates lying within the limits of the first Parish or

Precinct of the same Town or district, who shall be

deemed and taken as successors to the town or district,
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so far as relates to Precinct or Parochial agreements and
Proviso. contracts, to every intent and purpose whatever. Pro-

vided always that all debts of a precinct or parochial

nature that are or shall be in fact due and owing from

any Town or District, before a division thereof into Pre-

cincts or Parishes, for services or other matters actually

done and performed, for the general benefit of the persons

who shall after be included in each of the Precincts or

Parishes, shall in no respect be altered or devolved upon
the first parish or precinct, as the successors of the said

Town or District in its Precinct or Parochial capacity,

any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstand-

ing.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Remaining part that in all such towns or districts where one or more par-

shaii be consid'. ishes or Precincts shall be regularly set oft' from such

o^princVai
r8t

towns or districts, the remaining part of such Town or

District is hereby deemed, declared and constituted an

entire, perfect and distinct parish or precinct, and shall

be considered as the principal or first parish or precinct.

June 28,1786.

parish.

Chap.ll.

Preamble.

Time set for
catching fish.

1786. — Chapter 11.

[May Session, ch. 11.]

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE SALMON, SHAD AND ALEWIVE
FISHERY IN SACO RIVER, AND THE BRANCHES THEREOF,
WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

Whereas the constant catching of Salmon, Shad, and
Alewives in Saco River, is greatly prejudicial to. the growth

and increase of said Fish, and to the great damage of the

inhabitants on said River: Therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That no person or persons be allowed, from

and after the passing of this act, to catch any Salmon,

Shad or Alewives in any part of Saco River, or in any

river or stream centering to or running into the same,

within this Commonwealth, oftener or more than four

days in a week, viz. : from Monday morning sunrise to

Wednesday morning sunrise, and from Thursday morning

sunrise to Saturday morning sunrise, in each week ; and

if any person or persons, shall catch any Salmon, Shad or

Alewives in Saco River, or in any River or stream center-


