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Art. Sixtieth. The Field Officers of each and every Field-officers to

Regiment, shall appoint some suitable person, belonging ?o?ece\>rfines,
8

to such Regiment, to receive such lines as may arise within
&c '

the same, for any breach of any of the foregoing articles
;

and shall direct the same to be properly applied to the

relief of such sick, wounded or necessitous soldiers as

belong to such regiment ; and such person shall account

Avith such Officer for all fines received, and the application

thereof.

Art. Sixty First. All crimes not capital, and all dis- crimes not men-

orders and neglects, which Officers and Soldiers may be articles, may be

guilty of, to the prejudice of good order and military dis- Zanceof
gm

cipline, tho' not mentioned in the foregoing articles, are

to be taken cognizance of by a general or regimental

Court martial, according to the na'ure and degree of the

oftencc, and be punished at their discretion.

Art. Sixty Second. Whenever any Officer or soldier Any officer or

shall be accused of a capital crime, or of having used vio- of a crime pun-
i ,; -. rt> , /

1

ishable by the
lence or committed any onence against the person or known laws of

property of the good people of this or either of the United the land_

States, such as is punishable by the known laws of the

land, the commanding officer and officers of every regi-

ment, troop or party, to which the person or persons so

accused shall belong, are hereby required, upon applica-

tion duly made by or in behalf of the party or parties

injured, to use his utmost endeavours to deliver over such To be delivered

accused person or persons to the Civil Magistrate, and magistrate.
01"

likewise to be aiding and assisting to the Officers of Jus-
tice in apprehending and securing the person or persons

so accused, in order to bring them to trial. And if any
commanding Officer or Officers shall willfully neglect, or

shall refuse upon the application aforesaid, to deliver over
such accused person or persons to the Civil Magistrate, or

to be aiding and assisting to the Officers of Justice in

apprehending such person or persons, such officer or offi-

cers so offending, shall be cashiered. October 24, 1786.

1786. — Chapter 38.
[September Session, ch. 8.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT ROUTS, RIOTS, AND TUMULTUOUS ASSEM- nJwn 3S
BLIES, AND EVIL CONSEQUENCES THEREOF. IsflUJJ. OO.

Whereas the provision already made by Law, for the Preamble.

preventing routs, riots and tumultuous assemblies, and the

evil consequences thereof, has beenfound insufficient:
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Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives , in General Court assembled, and by the au-

Prociamatiou to thorily of the same, that from and after the publication of
be made among ..»•/. i i /»

rioters. this Act, it any persons to the number or twelve, or

more, being armed with clubs, or other weapons ; or if any
number of persons, consisting of thirty or more, shall be

unlawfully, routously, riotously or tumultuously assem
bled, any Justice of the Peace, Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff

of the County, or Constable of the Town, shall among the

rioters, or as near to them as he can safely come, Com-
mand Silence, while Proclamation is making ; and shall

openly make Proclamation, in these or the like words :

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Form. By virtue of An Act of this Commonwealth, made and

passed in the year of OUR LORD, One thousand seven

hundred and eighty six, entitled, " An ACT for suppress-

ing routs, riots, and tumultuous assemblies, and the evil

consequences thereof," I am directed to charge and com-
mand, and I do accordingly charge and command, all per-

sons, being here assembled, immediately to disperse them-
selves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations, or to

their lawful business, upon the pains inflicted by the said

ACT.
GOD Save the COMMONWEALTH.

if the persons And if such persons, assembled as aforesaid, shall not
assembled do . \ 1 • i c 1

not disperse, disperse themselves within one hour after proclamation

p~ower
C

e

C

d,

8 &™' made, or attempted to be made, as aforesaid, it shall be

lawful for every such officer to command sufficient aid,

and he shall seize such persons, who shall be had before a

Justice of the Peace ; and the aforesaid Justice of the

Peace, Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff, is hereby further empow-
ered, to require the aid of a sufficient number of persons

in arms, if any of the persons assembled as aforesaid shall

appear armed : And if any such person or persons shall

be killed or wounded, by reason of his or their resisting

the persons endeavouring to disperse or seize them, the

said Justice, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Constable and their

assistants, shall be indemnified and held guiltless.

And be it further Enacted, that if any person, being

commanded by such Justice, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff or

Constable, as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to afford

the assistance required, and shall be convicted thereof

upon the oath of either of the said Officers, so command-
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inir, or other legal evidence, he shall forfeit and pay a sum Penalty for re-
P

'

7 77 • t t
fusing to assist

not less than forty shillings, nor exceeding ten pounds, to the sheriff or

he recovered by indictment, or presentment, before the

Supreme Judicial Court, or any Court of General Sessions

of the Peace, according; to the aggravation of the Offence
;

to be paid into the Public Treasury, for the use of the

Commonwealth.
And Be it further enacted, that all persons, who for the Punishment for

/• i r> -r-k i i« i i unlawfully con-

space ot one hour atter Proclamation made, or attempted unuing together

to be made, as aforesaid, shall unlawfully, routously, riot- proclamation

ously and tumultuously continue together, or shall will-
^lade •

fully let, or hinder, any such Officer, who shall be known,
or shall openly declare himself to be such, from making
the said Proclamation, shall forfeit all their lands, tene-

ments, goods and chattels, to this Commonwealth, or such

part thereof as shall be adjudged by the Justices, before

whom such Offence shall be tried, to be applied towards

the support of the Government of this Commonwealth ;

and shall be whipt thirty nine stripes on the naked back,

at the Public whipping-post, and suffer imprisonment for

a term not exceeding twelve months, nor less than six

months ; and once every three months during the said

imprisonment, receive the same number of stripes on the

naked back, at the public whipping post as aforesaid.

And if any such person or persons, so riotously assembled,

shall demolish or pull down, or begin to demolish or pull

down, any dwelling house, or other house, or parcell

thereof; any house, built for public uses ; any barn, mill,

malt house, store house, shop or ship, he or they shall

suffer the same pains and penalties, as are before provided

in this Act.

Provided always, that where there shall appear any cir- Proviso,

cumstances, to mitigate or alleviate any of the offences

against this Act, in the judgment of the Court, before

which such offence shall be tried, it shall and may be law-

ful, for the Justices of such Court, to abate the whole of

the punishment of whipping, or such part thereof, as they

shall judge proper; any thing in this Act, to the contrary

notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be read, at 5.me" w
5
B
?

1 ,,
• /~i /• *-* 1 o • /» i

shall be

the opening of every Court of General Sessions of the read.

Peace, by the Clerk of the said Court, and at the anniver-

sary meeting of each town, within this Commonwealth, by
the town Clerk thereof, in March or April, annually :
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And no person shall be prosecuted, for any offence con-
trary to this Act, unless prosecution be commenced within
twelve months after the offence committed.

October 28, 1786.

1786. — Chapter 3i).

[September Session, ch. 9.]

Chan 39 AN ACT ' PR0VII)INg for the more easy payment of the"'
SPECIE TAXES, ASSESSED PREVIOUS TO THE YEAR ONE
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR.

Preamble. Whereas it appears from a statement of the Treasury,
That there is a considerable sum in specie, due on the out

standing Taxes, assessed previous to the year one thousand
seven hundred and eighty four: And whereas from the

great scarcity of cash, it is expedient, that some more easy

and convenient mode shoidd be adopted, for the speedy com-
pleating the collections thereof, than the mode heretofore

practised :

Be it therefore enacted, by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court Assembled, and by au-

Towna&c. that thoritt/ of the same, That the inhabitants of the several
Are ueficieut

permitted to' Towns, Districts, and other places, in this Common-
due, in* the

a
spe

8

wealth, who are deficient in the payment of the said

ex
e

p
S

reLed.
icle8 Taxes, be, and they are hereby permitted to pay all the

balances due on the several specie Taxes which were
assessed previous to the year one thousand seven hun-

dred and eighty four, (including the balances which
remained due on the Beef Taxes) either in cash, or in the

several species of articles hereinafter expressed, in the

manner, at the several places, and the prices hereinafter

enumerated, and established at each, — to wit:

fefved^itThe
At a Store, or other convenient place, to be appointed

town of Boston, in the Town of Boston, the following articles, at the

respective prices annexed thereto viz.

Good merchantable Beef, at twenty shillings per hun-
dred .

Good barrelled Beef, well salted and packed, according

to Law, at two pounds eight shillings per barrel.

Good merchantable Pork, at four pence per pound.
Good barrelled Pork, in barrels of two hundred and

twenty pounds each, well packed and salted, at three

pounds fifteen shillings per barrel.


