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or less than one hundredpounds, or imprisoned not exceed-

ing twelve months ; or be sentenced to be publickly

whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes ; or to set on

the Gallows with a rope about his neck, for the space of

one hour ; or to be branded, or be sentenced to hard labor,

pursuant to the act in such cases lately made and provided ;

or to suffer all or any of the said punishments, according

to the discretion of the said Justices, and the nature and
aggravation of the offence.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That the said Managers be and hereby are required, to

pay into the treasury of this Commonwealth, as they

receive the same, all such sums of money and securities,

as may be paid to them for tickets as aforesaid.

November 9, 1786.

1786.— Chapter 41.

[September Session, ch. 10.]

Char) 41. AN ACT F0R suspending the privilege of the writ of
1 ' ' HABEAS CORPUS.

Preamble. Whereas the violent and outrageous opposition, which
hath lately been made by armed bodies of men, in several

of the Counties of this Commonwealth, to the Constitu-

tional Authority thereof, renders it expedient and neces-

sary, that the benefit derived to the Citizens from the

issuing of Writs of Habeas Corpus, shoidd be suspended

for a limited time, in certain cases:

Be it therefore enacted, by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the Au-
thority of the same, That the Governor, with the advice

and consent of the Council, be and he hereby is author-

ised and empowered, by Warrant, under the Seal of the

Commonwealth, by him subscribed, and directed to any
Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, or Constable, or to any other

person, by name, to command, and cause to be appre-

hended, and committed in any Goal, or other safe place,

within the Commonwealth, any person or persons what-

soever, whom the Governor and Council, shall deem the

safety of the Commonwealth requires should be restrained

of their personal liberty, or whose enlargement is danger-

ous thereto ; any Law, Usage or Custom to the contrary

notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,
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That the Sheriffs, Deputy Sheriffs, Constables, or any sheriffs, &c.

other persons, to whom such Warrant shall be directed, qXe'aid.
° r

are hereby authorised and empowered, whenever they

shall judge it expedient, to require the Aid and assist-

ance of such and so many of the Citizens of this State, in

executing the same, as they shall judge necessary. And
all persons, whose aid and assistance shall be thus re-

quired, are hereby enjoined to yield the same, on pain of

forfeiting a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds, to be

recovered by Indictment before the Supreme Judicial

Court ; one moiety thereof to the use of the prosecutor,

and the other moiety to the use of the Commonwealth.
And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That any Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Constable, or other to enter

Person, to whom such Warrant shall be directed, shall house
WeUing

have full power forceably to enter any Dwelling House,
or any other Building, in which they shall have reason to

suspect any person, required by such Warrant to be
apprehended, is concealed; first demanding entrance

thereinto.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That any Person who shall be apprehended and impris- imprisonment

oned, as aforesaid, shall be continued in imprisonment, pre
P
hended.

ap

without Bail or Mainprize, until he shall be discharged

therefrom by order of the Governor, or of the General
Court.

And this Act shall continue and be in force until the Limitation.

first day of July next and no longer.

November 10, 1786.

1786.— Chapter 42.

[September Session, ch. 11.]

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING A COMPTROLLER-GENERAL. ChflJ). 42.

Whereas it is indispensibly necessary that Government Preamble.

should, at all times, have regular and well-authenticated

intelligence, of the navigation, trade and commerce of the

State, in order that they may be able to determine, with

precision, and with justice to the community, what regula-

tions ought to be made therein, and what encouragement
ought to be given to our own produce and manufactures,
either by bounties, or by the prohibition of any foreign
articles

:

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House ofRepre-


