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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that but one Attorney be allowed to plead on either side, But one attor-

, ,, ,i,-i <• /~i t-»i ney allowed on
in any cause before the Court of Common Pleas, either side.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid

that all writs and summonses issued by virtue of this Act, wr
rits and sum-

shall be issued by a Justice of the Peace in the County issued.

where the debtor or defendant resides ; and if the defend-

ant shall demand a trial by Jury, such trial may be had,

in the County where the Creditor resides, if he shall

require it.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That no civil action shall be cognizable in the Courts of ah actions t*

O commence be-

Common Pleas, which shall be commenced after the first fore a justice of

day of January next, (except actions in which the title of except.

real estate is to be determined) unless it hath first been

commenced and proceeded upon before a Justice of the

Peace, as is provided by this Act.

Be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that there Duty on writs,

shall be paid by the several Justices of the Peace, to the

Collector of Excise in the County or district to Which they

respectively belong, for each and every writ, original sum-
mons and Execution, eight pence, to be made up in the

Bill of Cost, and paid at the same time, and in the same
manner, as other Duties of them required.

And be it further enacted, that this Act shall begin to Limitation of
this *ict.

operate and be in force, on, and after the first day of Jan-
uary next, .and shall continue for the term of two Years,

and no longer. November 15, 1786.
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AN ACT GRANTING INDEMNITY TO SUNDRY OFFENDERS, ON Q/ian 44
CERTAIN CONDITIONS, AND PROVIDING FOR THE TRIAL OF -*

'

SUCH, WHO SHALL NEGLECT OR REFUSE TO COMPLY WITH
SAID CONDITIONS, AND OF THOSE WHO SHALL BE GUILTY
OF LIKE OFFENCES IN FUTURE.

Whereas many deluded persons, from a pretence of re- preamble.

dressing public grievances, have forcibly interrupted the

regular administration ofLaw and Justice in several Coun-
ties in this Commonwealth, and have committed outrages

which tend to the utter subversion of the Constitutional

authority thereof: And Whereas the Legislature, are will-

ing to extend their clemency to all such deluded persons,
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Persons con-
cerned in out-
rageous pro-
ceedings, re-

quired to take
the oath of
allegiance.

Certificates

thereof to be
returned into

the Secretary's
office.

Those who take
the oath, indem-
nified from
prosecution.

Proviso.

provided they return to a due sense of their allegiance to

the Government, as well as determined to punish those, who
shall persevere in their destructive opposition:

Be it therefore enacted, by the /Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, that all persons, of what descrip-

tion soever, who, since the first day of June last, being

Citizens of this Commonwealth, may have been concerned
in obstructing the sitting of the Courts of Law in any
County in this Commonwealth, or in any outrageous pro-

ceedings, which may have been done or committed by
tumultuous bodies of men, assembled for the purpose of

opposing the authority of Government and due execution

of the Laws, be, and they are hereby required, before

some lawful magistrate, to take and subscribe the oath of

allegiance, prescribed in the Constitution of said Common-
wealth, on or before the first day of January next.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the several magistrates before whom the offenders

aforesaid*, shall take and subscribe the said oath of alle-

giance, shall return certificates thereof unto the Secretary's

Office, as soon as may be, after the taking and subscrib-

ing of the same.

And be it further enacted, That all persons, who may
have been concerned in obstructing the sitting of the

Courts of Law, or in any outrageous proceedings as afore-

said, who shall, before the said first day of January , take

and subscribe the oath of allegiance in manner as afore-

said, be, and they are hereby indemnified, from all crimi-

nal prosecutions to which they may be liable on account

of their illegal proceedings as aforesaid. Provided never-

theless, that the indemnity granted by this Act, shall not

be extended to any person or persons, who, after the

publication of said Act, and before the said first day of

January, shall be concerned in obstructing the sitting of

the Courts of Law, or in any outrageous proceedings,

subversive of the authority of Law and Government ; but

they shall, in all respects, be liable to be apprehended
and tried, in manner as is hereafter provided. And it is

hereby further provided that nothing contained in this

Act shall be construed to extend to indemnify any person

or persons whatever, from any suits or prosecutions to

which they may be liable, for injuries done or committed
to the property or persons of any individual.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that all such persons, who may have offended as aforesaid, Persons negiect-

and who shall neglect or refuse, before the said first day be 'apprehended

of January next, to take and subscribe the oath of alle- county.'"
any

giance, in manner as aforesaid, shall be subject to be

apprehended and tried before the Justices of the Supreme
Judicial Court, either in the County in which said offence

was committed, or in any County within this Common-
wealth nearest thereto, where Law and Justice can be

administered without appiehension of interruption. And
all persons who shall, after the publication of this Act, be
guilty of the like offence, shall be liable to be tried in the

same manner. And such trial shall be had, judgment
rendered, and execution done, to all intents and purposes,

in like manner and form, as if such offences had been

committed within the body of the same County where the

said trial may be had ; any Law or usage to the contrary

notwithstanding. November 15, 1786.

1786.— Chapter 45.

[September Session, ch 16 ]

AN ACT, FOR SUSPENDING THE LAWS FOR THE COLLECTION
OF PRIVATE DEBTS, UNDER CERTAIN LIMITATIONS.

Chap. 45.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, that all the Laws heretofore enacted, and now Laws for the

in force in this Commonwealth, for the collection of pri- debun^pecie,

vate debts, in specie, be, and they hereby are suspended sll8Pended -

for the term of eight months from and after the passing

of this Act.

And whereas the circumstances of some debtors may be

so embarrassed as to render it expedient for their creditors

to secure their demand*, and some creditors may be dis-

posed to receive their dues in specific articles, rather titan

to wait ''till the expiration of this Act:
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That When actions

lire conuncneed
when, and so often as any creditors shall commence any and judgment &

, • . i i ,
" j .i t execution recov-

action against a debtor, and recover judgment and execu- ered, reaiorper-

tion thereon, and in all cases where execution hath been maybe^en-

already issued on judgment rendered, unless the creditor dered -

shall chuse to have his execution issued on a judgment
already rendered, returned unsatisfied (in which case the

creditor shall be intitled to interest on his said execution


