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.Compensation
to be made to

the towns of
Salem and
Danvers.

strength extending through the Draw to another anchor
placed at a similar distance below the said Draw, which
Hawser shall always have the Right or middle part lodged
at the Draw ready for use, to all vessels passing the Draw
either way ; and they shall also constantly keep at the

said Draw, a good Hawser or rope not less than three

inches in circumference, of sufficient length to extend from
the extremity of the wharf or pier on one side of the

Bridge, to the extremity of the wharf or pier on the other.

And Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that after the said Toll shall commence, the said proprie-

tors or corporation shall annually pay to the Treasurer of

the Town of Salem, or his successor in the said office, the

sum of forty pounds Lawful money, as a full compensa-
tion for the ferry ways lately erected by the said Town,
the materials composing the same, and the emoluments
arising from the said ferry ; and to the Treasurer of the

Town of Danvers, in the said County, or his successor,

the sum of ten pounds, lawful money, annually.

And be it further enacted, that if the said proprietors

shall refuse or neglect, for the space of four years after

the passing of this Act, to build and Complete the said

Bridge, then this Act to be void, and of no effect.

November 17, 1787.

Chap.

Preamble.

1787. — Chapter 28..

[October Session, ch. 2.]

2g AN ACT TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PERSONS, BY THE NAME
OF THE SOCIETY, FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AMONG
THE INDIANS AND OTHERS, IN NORTH AMERICA.

Whereas divers persons have petitioned this Court for
an Act of incorporation, whereby they may be the better

enabled to carry into effect their design of propagating the

Gospel among the Indians & others in JSforth America,
and it is reasonable that the prayer of the said petition

sliould be granted: therefore, to promote & encourage the

same.

Be it enacted by the Senate, and House of Represent-

atives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
certain persons of the same, that Richard Cranch, of Braintree, esqf,

reverend John Clark, of Boston, Francis Dana, of

Cambridge, esq 1

^, reverend Joseph Eckly, and John
Elliot, of Boston, reverend Nathaniel Emmons, of

incorporated.
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Franklin, reverend Levi Frisbie, of Ipswich, Moses Gill,

of Princeton, & William Hi/slop, of Brookline, esq'rs.

reverend Timothy Hilliard, of Cambridge, Jonathan
JIason, of Boston, esqr ; reverend Phillips Payson,
of Chelsea, reverend Eliphalet Porter, & Increase /Sum-

ner, esqr ; of Roxbury, Ebenezer Storer, esq- ; rev-

erend Peter Thacher & Oliver Wendell , esq?; of Boston,

reverend Joseph Willard & Edward Wigglesworth, &
Samuel Williams, Doctor of Laws, of Cambridge, & the

reverend Ebenezer Wight, of Boston, be, with such others

as they shall elect, & they hereby are incorporated, &
made a body politic, for the purpose aforesaid, by the

name of, the Society for propagating the Gospel among
the Indians, & others, in North America ; & the Society society to have

e -illiu 4.1 ' o 1
perpetual sue

aforesaid, shall have perpetual succession, & may nave a cession.

common seal, which it shall be lawful for them to change,

break, alter and make new at pleasure, & may purchase

& hold in succession, lands, tenements, and real estate of

any kind, the annual income and profits whereof not to

exceed the value of Two thousand pounds. And the said

Society is hereby enabled to take & receive subscriptions, Enabled to take

of charitably disposed persons, & may take any personal Bcrlptions.
6 8Ub '

estate in succession ; and all donations to the Society,

either by Subscription, legacy or otherwise, excepting

such as may be differently appropriated by the donors,

shall make a part of, or be put into the capital stock of

the Society, which shall be put out on interest on good
security, or otherwise improved to the best advantage, &
the income or profits applied to the purposes of propagat-

ing the Gospel among the said Indians, in such manner
as they shall judge most conducive to answer the design

of their institution ; and also among other people, who
through poverty or other circumstances, are destitute of

the means of religious instruction : And the said Society

is hereby empowered to give such instructions, orders &
encouragements to their Officers, & those they shall em-
ploy, as they shall judge necessary; & the persons em- persons em-

ployed as teachers in any capacity, shall be men of the ^^o be oTthe"

protestant Religion, of reputed piety, loyalty, prudence, protestant reiig-

knowledge & literature, & of other Christian & necessary

qualifications suited to their respective stations.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the said Society shall meet at some convenient place Time and place

in the Town of Boston, on the first thursday of December £U meeting.
e
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next, & then chuse a President, Vice President, Treasurer

and Secretary, and such other Officers as they shall judge

proper, & may make bye laws, & orders, for the regula-

tion of the said Society ; Provided such bye laws & orders

be not repugnant to the Laws of the Land, & act upon
all matters which they apprehend needful, to promote the

end of their institution : and the Officers so chosen shall

continue in their Office, until the thursday next succeed-

ing the last Wednesday of May next following the time

of their appointment.
Time of holding And be it further enacted, that there shall be a general

fogT
3

meeting of the members of the said Society, at Boston
aforesaid, or in any other place within this Common-
wealth, (unless some extraordinary occurrence prevent

the same) on the thursday aforesaid in May, & first thurs-

day of November
,
yearly, forever, and oftener if needful,

when and where the said Society shall think fit ; and any
seven of the members (the President, Vice President,

Treasurer, or Secretary always to be one) being convened
at the said time & places, are hereby declared to be a

quorum of the said general meeting ; & the said Society

at their general meeting in May in every year (& in case

of any extraordinary occurrence preventing their meeting,

then at their next general meeting after shall out of their

own body) by a majority of the members present, elect a

President, Vice President, Treasurer & Secretary, and
such other Officers as they shall find needful, to continue

in Office until the May meeting next following their ap-

pointment, or until others be chosen to succeed them ; &
all the Officers aforesaid, before they shall be qualified to

officers shall be act shall be under oath, for the faithful performance of
uiuler oath. . . ni • i m • i • n

their respective trusts ; & the said Society, at their first,

or any other stated meeting, (& at no other) may elect

into their body, such persons as they shall judge quali-

fied, to assist them in their good design ; Provided the

whole number of the said Society, shall at no time exceed
Fifty members ; & may appoint Committees, to prosecute

the orders of any general meeting, audit the Treasurer's

accounts, & prepare matters for the Society to act upon

;

& such Committees shall exhibit an account of their pro-

ceedings, at the general meetings of the said Society.

Society declared And be it enacted, that the Society aforesaid, by the

ecutin! action /,' name aforesaid, shall be, & is hereby declared to be capable
8501

to prosecute, pursue, & defend, in all Courts, & places,
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& before all proper Judges whatsoever, all actions, causes,

processes & pleas, of what kind or nature soever, in the

fullest & amplest manner; & if it shall happen that the

said Society shall become seized of lands, or tenements
by mortgage, as security for the pa}7ment of any debts,

or by levying executions on lands for discharge of debts,

due to the said Society, it shall be lawful for the said So-
ciety, by deed under the hand & seal of their President,

for the time being, to sell & convey the lands acquired
in either of the two mentioned ways ; Provided that no
such sale shall be made, or concluded on, but at some
general stated meeting.

And be it further enacted, that the said Society be, & society may
" remove imv oi

hereby is empowered, upon the death of their President, their officers.

Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, or any other Offi-

cer, to choose others at any stated general meeting, to

succeed them ; & may also remove any of their Officers,

when they shall judge expedient, & appoint others to suc-

ceed them therein. Provided alivays, that no member Proviso.

shall be removed, or Officer displaced, unless at one of
the stated general meetings as aforesaid.

And to the end, that the members of the said Society,

& all contributors to the said design, may know the state

of the Society's stock, & the dispositions of the profits

thereof, & of all the donations made to the said Society :

Be it further enacted, that a particular account of such Account of

stock & disposition, shall be exhibited by the Treasurer, b^exhibite/at

at every stated general meeting ; which accounts, the Sec- nTeeting
e

.

neral

retary, or a Committee of the said Society, (having ex-
amined the same) shall certify to be true ; & fair entries

shall be made, in proper books, to be provided for that

purpose, of all donations made to the said Society, & of
all the estate, both real & personal, belonging to the

Society, & of the incomes thereof, & also of all transac-

tions, either by themselves, their Officers, or Committees,
for, or on account of the Society ; & the said books shall

be brought to the stated general meetings of the Society,

& be there open for the perusal & examination of the

members.
And it isfurther enacted, That Moses Gill, esq r

; be, and Moses Gin, Esq.

he hereby is authorized, by public notification, in JVourse meeting
6 rtm

o5 Adams Independent Chronicle, to call the first meeting
of the said Society, at such time & place, in the Town of
Boston, as he shall judge proper. November 19, 1787.


