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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the persons, who are or may be appointed from time Duty of Light

to time, to be Keepers of the Light houses on the sea

Coast of this Commonwealth, shall carefully & diligently

attend their duty at all times, in kindling & keeping burn-

ing the lights, from sun setting to sun rising, and placing

them so as they may be most seen by Vessels coming in

or going out ; and upon conviction of neglect of their

duty before the Court of General Sessions of the Peace Penalty for

within the County, shall be liable to be fined according to
n<

the degree or circumstance of the offence, not exceeding

one hundred pounds, one third part thereof to the use of

this Commonwealth, and the other two thirds to the per-

son or persons who shall inform of such neglect ; and

shall be also liable to an action of damage brought hy any

person, who may suffer by such neglect, to be recovered

in any Court proper to try the same.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that from & after the first day of January, in the year of Laws heretofore

, i-ii-r-i'i'ij. made, repealed.

Our Lord One thousand seven hundred and Lighty eight,

all the Acts heretofore made for the purpose of support-

ing & maintaining the Light houses on the sea Coast of

this Commonwealth, shall cease to be of any force or

validity, excepting for the recovery of any penalties,

forfeitures or sums due, that have arisen by Virtue of

either of the said Acts. November 21, 1787.
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[October Session, ch. 17.]

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME JUDI- njmr) Q9
CIAL COURT, TO LICENCE THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE BY Kj,iili} ' °
MARRIED WOMEN IN CERTAIN CASES, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES IN THE ACT MENTIONED.

Whereas it sometimes happens, that husbands absent Preamble.

themselves from this Commonwealth, & abandon their

wives, not making sufficient provision for their support,

ivho may be thereby reduced to great distress, not being

able to make any valid contracts, or dispose of any estate

of their own : For remedy whereof,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, that in all such cases where any married man Justices em-

has heretofore, or may hereafter absent himself from this ncen^the^aie
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of real estate by Commonwealth, abandoning his wife & not making suffi-
marned women,

.
' O

. p
in cases where cient provision for her support or maintenance, the Jus-

themseives. tices of the Supreme Judicial Court are hereby author-

ized, at any of the terms of the said Court, upon the

application of any such wife, to empower & enable her,

during the absence of her husband from this Common-
wealth, & no longer, in her own name, to make and exe-

cute any contract, either under seal or otherwise, and by
deed to sell & convey any estate real or personal, of which

at the time of such sale, she shall be seized or possessed

in her own right, and to commence, prosecute, & defend

any suit in Law or equity, to final judgment & execution,

in the same manner, as fully, and to all intents & pur-

poses, as if she was sole & unmarried ; or the said Jus-

tices may grant to any such wife any or all the powers
above described, according as they shall judge the circum-

stances of such wife shall require.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

ifsuchhus- that if any such husband should return into this Coramon-
remedy

e
shauiie wealth, while any contract made by his wife, pursuant to

against them. ^Q p0Wers aforesaid, should remain undischarged, the

same remedy shall lie against such husband, as if the con-

tract had been made by her before the marriage, & no

suit pending, wherein his wife shall be a party, pursuant

to the said powers, shall abate by his return into this

Commonwealth.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Notice of appii. that when application shall be made by any wife for any
cations, shall be „ » ,i c • i ,1 t a.' c j.1 • i

given. or all or the powers aforesaid, the Justices ot the said

Court, shall previous to their granting any of the powers
aforesaid, cause such public notice of the said application

to be given, as by Law they are directed in case of any
libel filed by any married woman for a Divorce.

November 21, 1787.


