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And ivhereas it appears that Receipts or Certificates,

pi'omising to accountfor the duties on excised articles, have
been given hypersons underfeigned na77ies, orforged by the

persons producing the same; for the preve7itio7i whereof:
Be it enacted, that if aii}^ person authorized to sell excised

articles, shall produce to the Collector of excise, a Cer-
tificate, purporting to be the Certificate of a licenced or
permitted person, and the Collector of the County or Dis-

trict, where it is said the signer of such Certificate lives,

shall certify on the back of such Certificate, that he has

made diligent enquiry, and cannot find within his District,

the person whose signature such Certificate shall bear, in

such case the Collector of the County where the person in

whose favour such Certificate was given lives, & who was
discharged from the duties in consequence thereof, shall

be held to pay on demand, the duties on the articles con-

tained therein, & twenty per centum in addition thereto,

and on failure thereof, the Collector shall deliver such

Certificate to the Attorney General, to be proceeded upon
according to law.

And be it further enacted, that every Collector of Im-
post and Excise, shall once in every six months, to wit,

some time lietween the eleventh day of June, and thirty

first day of July, and between the eleventh day of Decem-
ber and thirty first day of January, render to the Comp-
troller General, an accurate account under oath, of all the

collections he has made the preceeding term, together

"with the names of all Delinquents, and a statement of their

respective Delinquencies : And the Comptroller General
shall lay before the General Court, at their session, next

following the said thirty first days of July & January, a

General account of the collections made by the several

Collectors of Impost and Excise, with the names of all

such Collectors, as shall neglect to render their accounts

as aforesaid. June 20, 1788.
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AN ACT FOR PREVENTING THE DESTRUCTION OF ALEWIVES
• IN THE TOWN OF WELLFLEET, AND REGULATING THE
FISHERY OF THEM IN THE SAID TOWN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, that it shall & may be lawful for the freeholders

and other inhabitants of the Town of Wellfieet, qualified
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by Law to vote in town aflairs, at their annual meeting, Committee,

by law appointed for the choice of Town Officers, to

choose a Committee of three or more persons l)eing free-

holders of said Town, to inspect the said fishery of Ale-
wives, who shall be duly sworn to the faithful discharge

of their duty :— And the said Committee shall have full JheiyP"^^'-^

power and authority, to meet, agree & determine, upon
rules and regulations respecting the taking the said fish,

at what time, place or places the same shall be taken,

within the limits of the said Town ; and of the rules and
reguhitions, agreed and determined upon ])y the said

Committee or the major part of them, they shall cause

fair copies to be posted up in three ditierent parts of the

said Town, within fourteen days at the least, after their

having lieen chosen as aforesaid, and shall also fix marks
or bounds in the place or places allowed for fishing.

A.nd be it further' enacted, that if any person or persons, Penalty for tak-

shall take any of the said fish in the rivers, streams or time or piacef

ponds, within the said Town, at any other time or place, by\hecI)m-°^

than shall be allowed 1w the said Committee, as aforesaid, ™i"ee.

each person so offending, for each and every such ofience,

shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine not exceeding
tiuenty shUUngs, nor less ihviXifive shillings, if the quantity

of fish so taken, is less than one barrel ; but if the quan-
tity so taken, shall be one barrel, or more, such person or

persons so ofi'ending, shall forfeit and pay for each and
every barrel of fish so taken, the sum of twenty shillings.

And be it further enacted, that if the Committee afore- Penalty when

said, or either of them, shall detect any person in attempt- deLcted^^n^t-"^^

ing to take any of the said fish, at any time or in any
take^fis^if

^°

place, other than is allowed l)y the said Committee, as

aforesaid, or shall find such fish with such person or per-

sons, he or they shall be deemed to have taken the fish

unlawfully, and shall Ije subject to the penalties of this

Act, as before-mentioned, unless 'such person or persons
can make it appear on trial, that they came by the said

fish in some other way.
And be itfurther enacted, that no person shall presume Penalty for pre-

to take, catch or haul on shore, any of the said fish within or catch fish,

the limits of the said Town, with any other nets than with ^^'u than scoop

scoop or dip nets, on pain & penalty, of forfeiting for each o>" dip-nets.

and every offence, a sum not exceeding /b7-/y shillings,

nor less than thirty shillings. xVnd the said Committee
shall, during the passing of the said fish up the rivers and
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streams Avithin the said Town, as well as during the return

of the said fish, & of the passing of their fry, from the

ponds to the sea, cause all obstructions to their passage,

whether by wares, fences, walls, or otherwise, to be re-

moved, & may make wider or deeper the said passage

ways, when they shall judge it necessary, the said Com-
mittee paying a reasonable consideration therefor, if de-

manded ; and shall have authority for those purposes, to

go on the land or meadow of any person, through which
any of the said streams run, without being considered as

trespassers ; and any person who shall molest or hinder

the said Committee, in the execution of their duty, or

shall in any way or manner, obstruct the passing of the

said fish, by wares, fences, walls or otherways, shall for-

feit & pay a sum not exceeding forty shillings, nor less

than tliirty shillings.

And be it further enacted, that no inhabitant of any
other Town, than the said Town of Wellfleet, shall catch

or take any of the said fish, in any of the rivers, streams

or ponds, within the said Town of Wellfleet, without leave

had therefor in writing, of the said Town of Wellfleet, or

of their said Committee.
Provided nevertheless, that during the fishing season,

any inhabitant of the neighbouring Towns, shall be sup-

plied by the Committee, or some person by them ap-

pointed for that purpose, to the number of three hundred
of the said fish, or any less quantity, if thereto requested,

such inhabitant paying therefor at a rate not exceeding

one shilling per hundred ; and in case of neglect or refusal

to supply such inhalutant as aforesaid, upon application

of the aggrieved person, to any Justice within the County
of Barnstable, not an inhabitant of Wellfleet, such Justice

may authorize and appoint some suitable person to catch

and take the said fish, and supply the inhabitants of the

neighbouring Towns therewith, the person so appointed,

to conform to the rules established by the said Committee,
respecting the time &, place of taking the said fish, and to

be allowed by the said Justice, from the sale of the fish he

shall so take, a reasonable sum, for his time and trouble

;

& if any overplus remain after being paid as aforesaid,

the same shall be by him paid to the Treasurer of the said

Town of Wellfleet.

And be itfurther enacted, that all fines and forfeitures

incurred by any breach of this Act, may be sufed for &
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recovered, before any Justice of the Peace in the said

County of Barnstable; and all fines recovered for any
breach of this Act, shall enure^ one moiety thereof to the

said Town of WeJJfleet, and the other moiety to him or

them that shall sue for & recover the same. And no per-

son l)y reason of his being one of the said Committee or

an inhabitant of the Town of WeUjieet, shall thereby be

disqualified from l)eing a witness in any prosecution for a

breach of this Act. June 19, 1788.

1788. — Chapter 15.

[May Session, ch. 15.]

AN ACT FOR NATURALIZING WILLIAM MENZIES, AND OTH-
ERS, THEREIN NAMED.

^V7lereas William Menzies, late of Great Britain, noiv Preamble.

residing in Douglass, in the Conn h/ of Worcestev, Paul
Crocker, and Lydia Crocker, his wife, and their three

minor grand children, namely, Joanna Crocker Chute,

Paul Crocker Chute, & George Washington Chute, late of
Annapolis, in the Province of Nova Scotia, noio residing

in Lunenburg, in the County of Worceatev, and Common-
2vealth aforesaid, and Francois Bertodi, of the Kingdom
of Persia, have petitioned the General Court, that they may
he naturalized, and he therehy entitled to all the rights and
jjrivileges offree citizens of this Commomvealth :

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assetnhled, & hy the authority of
the same, that the aforenamed William Menzies, Fixincois wmiamMen-

Bertodi, .Paid Crocker, and his aforenamed grand chil- naturalized.

dren, (they the said Willia7n Menzies, Paul Crocker &
Francois Bertodi, first severally paying to the Secretary,

such fees as may be by law required of them, & taking

and subscribing the oath of allegiance to this Common-
wealth, before two Justices of the Peace, quorum unus)
shall be deemed, adjudged and taken to be free citizens

of this Commonwealth, and intitled to all the liberties,

privileges & immunities of natural born subjects.

And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the eTustices before wdiom the persons aforenamed,
oaths'ufife^'et

may respectively take the oaths aforesaid, shall return a turned.

certificate, of the same, into the Secretary's oflice, to be

entered on the records of the Commonw^calth.

June 19, 1788.


