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months from the passing of this Act: Provided also, that

all the taxes which have heretofore l)een assessed on said

lots of land and their inhabitants, by the town of Goshen,

shall be paid in the same manner, as if said lots still con-

tinued a part of said town of Goshen. June 8, 1789.

1789. — Chapter 4.

[May Session, ch. 4.]

AN ACT FURTHER TO ENABLE CONSTABLES & COLLECTORS OF
TAXES TO COMPLEAT THEIR COLLECTIONS IN CERTAIN CASES.

Be it enacted hy the Senate, and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, that where any person, duly rated in any town,
district, Precinct, Parish or Plantation, hath died, or shall

die, before the payment of the same rates, and where any
person, duly rated as aforesaid, hath removed, or shall

remove, out of the town, district, or plantation, in which
such person lived at the time such rates were or may be
assessed, before the payment of such rates, and where any
unmarried woman, being duly rated as aforesaid, hath
intermarried, or shall intermarry before payment of such
rates, in all such cases, it shall and may be lawful for the

Constables or Collectors of such town, district. Precinct, constables

Parish or Plantation, to sue for such rates, and they shall empowe^reTto

have the like remedy for the recovery thereof, as other cases!
"^"^'^'^

creditors have, for recovering their proper debts.

June 15, 1789.

1789. — Chapter 5.

[May Session, ch. 5.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, PASSED THE LAST YEAR,
INTITLED, "AN ACT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE FISH
CALLED ALEWIVES, IN MATTEPOISET RIVER IN ROCHESTER
IN THE COUNTY OF PLIMOUTH, & FOR REGULATING THE
TAKING OF THE SAID FISH IN THE SAID RIVER."

Whereas it is provided in and hy the said Act, that the Preamble.

oivner or oivners of each and every mill-dam on said river,

shall make, provide and continue a sluiceway of three feet
wide, (£• eight inches deep, for the said fish to pass their

respective dams, as low as the Selectmen of the said Roches-
ter shall judge convenientfor the said fish to pass in; and
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tliat the Selectmen of the said Town of Eochester he au-

thorized to open said sluiceways on the second monday of

April annually, in order to let the said fish pass the said

dams: A7id whereas it is found by experience, that the

keeping of said sluiceivays shut 'till the second monday in

April annually greatly impedes the course of said fish.

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House ofRep-
resentatives in General Court assembled and by the Au-
thority of the same, that from and after the passing of this

Act, the Selectmen of the said Town of Rochester are

hereby authorized on any day between the last day of

March and the second monday of April annually, to open

said sluice ways, which when opened by them shall remain

open until the twentieth day of May annually under the

same penalty as is provided in said Act, for said sluice

ways being stopped between the second monday of Ap7'il

and the twentieth day of May.
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that if any person shall presume to take any of said fish

in the brook leading out of little-long pond (so called) into

Sniptuet pond, such person shall be subject to the same

penalty as is provided in said act, for taking said fish in

said Mattepoiset river, at a time not allowed by the Com-
mittee of said Town to take said fish in said river.

And whereas there is no provision made in said Act, to

prevent persons taking said fish in said river, or by seins

in a part of the harbour therein described before the tenth

day of April annually

;

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

if any person shall presume to take any of said fish in said

river, or to stretch any sein in that part of the harbour

into which said river empties, which is described in said

act, between the last day of March and the tenth day of

April annually, such person or persons shall be subject to

the same penalty as is provided by said act for doing the

same between the tenth day of April and the twentieth

day of May.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

the inhabitants of the said Town of Rochester at a legal

Town meeting warned for that purpose, may sell or dis-

pose of on such terms & in such manner as they may think

proper, the exclusive right of taking said fish in said river,

for any number of days not exceeding three in each week,

no one sale to be for a longer term than one year.
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And whereas hy reason of the swamp and thickets through

which said river runs, it may be very difficult to procure

proof of the violations of this Act and the Act to which
this is an addition:

Therefore he it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
?^t"k°ng a^sh*^^

if the Committee of said Town or any member thereof, illegally, subject

shall detect any person attempting to take said fish, on
any day, in any place or in any manner, other than is

allowed by said Committee, and said person has any of

said fish in his or her custody ; or if the said Committee
or other member of said Town shall find any such fish in

any persons custody near to or coming from said river,

such person shall be deemed to have taken such fish il-

legally, and shall be subject to the penalties provided by
this Act and the Act to which this is an addition, unless

such person can give a satisfactory account how he or she

came by such fish.

And be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid, that committee
•^ *' »/ */

^ impower u to

any member of the Committee of said Town of Rochester iinng actions..T. /••lij 1'j- lOf debt for
appointed in consequence ot said Act, may bring lorward recovery of

an action of debt for the recovery of the penalty or pen- p«°^">^^-

alties provided in said Act, or in this Act, in his own
name, and the name of the said Town of Rochester and
shall be intitled to one half the sum or sums so recovered,

any thing in said Act to the contrary notwithstanding.

June 13, 1789.

1789.— Chapter 6.

[May SeBsion, eh. 6.]

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN TO EX-
CHANGE A PART OF THE MINISTERIAL LOT IN SAID TOWN,
FOR AN EQUAL QUANTITY OF OTHER LAND,

Whereas it appears to this Court, that the meeting-house preamble.

in Charlestown ivill he greatly accommodated, if a part of
the ministerial lot giveii to that town by Captain Richard
Sprague deceased, for the sole use of the ministry, should

be exchangedfor an equal quantity of other land;—
Be it therefore enacted, by the Senate S House of

Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

authority of the same, that it shall and may be lawful for Town of

the town of Charlestown to sell and convey to Nathaniel impowered to

Gorham Esqr., a part of the ministerial lot aforesaid, in sen^miiisteriai

said town, not exceeding four thousand square feet, pro-


