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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AND INCORPORATE A RELIGIOUS SOCIETY

IN THE TOWN OF EASTOX IN THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL BY

THE NAME OF THE CONGREGATIONAL PARISH IN EASTON.

Be it Unacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled and by the authority of

BocS ^^*« -^«^'^' *^^^^ '^^^ inhabitants of the town of Easton in

incorporated, the County of Bristol who now usually attend and who

shall hereafter usually attend public Avorship with the

Cono-regational Society of the town of Easton, of which

the fievd. William Reed is the present Minister, and who

shall cause their names to be entered and registered with

the Clerk of such Society, or other person or persons

who shall be by such Society as hereinafter provided

appointed and authorized for that purpose, shall be and

hereby are established, denominated and made a Corpo-

ration, Body-politic and Keligious Society, by the name

and stile of the Congregational Parish in Easton, and shall

have power as such, to hold meetings appoint officers,

grant, vote, levy and collect taxes, and to do and transact

all other matters and things which parishes within this

Commonwealth may usually do and transact for the sup-

port of the minister or ministers, teacher or teachers of

relioion & morality for the said parish & Congregation,

and'to maintain the public worship of God within the said

town of Easton; and also to do all other matters & things

which the said Corporation are hereinafter more especially

impowered to do : And any person or persons usually

attending public worship, & whose name or names shall

be entered as aforesaid, shall be understood and held to

be members of the said parish and Corporation, and to

be liable to all taxes duly voted thereby, and in all other

respects as a parishioner or parishioners there, until 1 he

she or they shall signify in writing to the Clerk of the

said parish for the time being, his her or their intention to

attend public worship with some other religious society,

and shall actually discontinue their attendance on public

worship with said Society.

Property vested j^nd be it further Enacted, that all monies, public
m the Society.

^^^^^,^^^^3^ credits, and other personal estate of every

kind, and all lands tenements and hereditaments now

holden by the said Society, or by any person or persons

in trust for them, or to their use, and being the property
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and right of the said Society for the purposes aforesaid,

shall be, and are hereby vested in the said Congregational
parish in the town of Easton, by them to be hoi den,

improved, and managed in their said corporate capacity,

and for the support of a public teacher or teachers and
the maintainance of the i)ublic worship of God as afore-

said. And the said parish in their said corporate capacity

are hereby authorized and enabled to receive, purchase,

take and hold for the purposes aforesaid, and in like

manner to manage, any lands, tenements, goods, monies
and credits, so that the whole annual income to which
the said parish shall be intitled, and which they shall be
capable of holding and managing as aforesaid, shall not

at any one time, exceed the sum of one hundred, & ffty
pounds.

Provided nevertheless. And he it further Enacted, that Proviso,

untill the annual income of the stock and estate of the

said parish now holden, or which shall hereafter belong
to them, shall in their judgment and according to their

lawful agreements be sufficient to support a public teacher

as aforesaid for the said parish, no part of such income
shall be by the said parish applied or in any wise appro-
priated or used for any other purpose than to increase the

principal fund and estate.

And he it further Enacted, that the Revd. William Trustees ap-

Reed, together with Matthew Hayumrd, Ahiel Mitchell,
^°'°''"'"

Samuel Guild, Ahisha Leach, ancl Elijah Howard, shall

be, and they hereby are appointed and authorized as

Trustees of the said parish to receive, take and hold in

trust for the said parish, and to manage for the purposes
aforesaid, untill other trustees shall be duly appointed in

their stead, all and si[?i]gular the grants, donations and
estates, whether real or personal, to which the said parish

are or shall be, during the continuance in office of the said

trustees, entitled.

And he it further Enacted, that the said parish shall ~nPP,f
"'^"^

annually, sometime in the month of April at a legal meet-
ing of the Parishioners to be then holden within the said

town of Easton and at the common meeting-house of the

said parish, if any there l)e, appoint and authorize five

meet persons of the said parishioners as trustees, Avho,

being duly sworn before a Justice of the Peace, to the

faithful discharge of their trust according to their best

ability, shall be together with the Minister of the said

parish, for the time being, if any, the trustees of the said
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parish, and Successors of the said trustees herein before

appointed, and shall have authority, and shall require,

receive, take, hold, and manage for the said parish, m
trust, and for the purposes aforesaid, all & singular the

said monies, donations, purchases, and all other the estate

both real and personal of the said parish : And the said

trustees, as well those herein appointed, as those who

shall be appointed and authorized in manner as aforesaid,

shall have power to let to interest upon public or private

credit as to them shall seem best, and from time to time

to call in, demand & recover any monies ])elonging, or

which shall belong to the said parish as aforesaid, and

also to let to farm and otherwise in their discretion, to

improve and manage all other the estate of the said parish

whether real or personal, which shall be by the said Trus-

tees received as aforesaid, and shall be allowed all reason-

able disbursements, expences and losses which shall & may

unavoidably or reasonably happen and arise, in the due

execution and performance of their said trust. And the

said Trustees shall at their annual meeting aforesaid, lay

before the said parish a full statement in writing of all

and singular the monies, effects credits and estate of the

said parish in the hands of the said Trustees, and of all

disbursements, expences & losses which shall have hap-

pened or arisen in the execution of their said trust
:
And

no sale of any land or other real estate belonging to the

said parish; and no purchase of any real estate to be

made by any monies, or received in exchange, unless upon

morto-age for monies lent, being a collateral security, shall

be valid and effectual to pass or hold such lands or tene-

ments unless such sale or purchase shall be ordered made

or accepted by the vote and agreement of the said parish

at a legal meeting to be called and holden for that pur-

pose, and wnth the consent and concurrence of a majority

of the said trustees for the time being.

And he it further Enacted, that the first meeting ot the

said parish for the choice of trustees and other parish

Officers as aforesaid, shall be called by a Warrant to

be issued by Apollos Leonard Esqr. and shall be holden

within the said town of Easton sometime in the month of

April next ; and all future meetings of the said parish,

shall be called by the said trustees ;
and at the annual

meeting for the choice of trustees as aforesaid, all other

parish Officers shall be chosen. February 4, 1792*

* Approved February 7, 1792.


