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other matters & things that to them shall & may appertain

to do.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the said Corporation may make, establish & put in

execution such laws & regulations as may be necessary

to the government of said Corporation, provided the same
shall in no case be repugnant to the laws & constitution

of this State. And for the well governing of the said

Corporation, & the ordering their affiiirs, they shall have
such officers as they shall hereafter from time to time

elect & appoint ; & such officers as shall be designated

by the kiws & regulations of the said Corporation for

the purpose, shall be capable of exercising such power
for the well governins' & orderino- the affiiirs of the saidGOG
Corporation & calling & holding such occasional meetings

for that purpose as shall be fixed & determined l)y the

said laws & regulations.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the end & design of the Institution of the said Society

is for the purpose of promoting useful improvements in

Agriculture.

And be it further Enacted, that the place of holding

the first meeting of the said Society shall be in the town
of Boston, & that Samuel Adams Esqr. be & he hereby

is authorized & impowered to fix the time for holding the

said meeting, & to notify the same to the Members of the

said Society by causing the same to lie published in one

of the Boston News Papers, fo[?<]rteen days before the time

fixed on for holding the said meeting. March 7, 1792.

Academy estab-
lished.

1791.— Chapter 50.

[January Session, ch. 34.]

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING AN ACADEMY IN THE TOWN OF
MACHIAS BY THE NAME OF WASHINGTON ACADEMY.

Whereas the encouragement of literature among the ris-

ing generation has ever been co7isidered by the wise and
good as an object of the most serious attention, and as the

prosperity & happiness of a free people greatly depend
upon the advantages arising from a pious & virtuous edu-

cation :

Be it therefore Enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled & by the authority

of the satne, that there be, & hereby is established in the
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town oiMachias in the County of Washington an Academy
by the name of Washington Academy for the purpose of
promoting piety, religion & morality and for the instruc-

tion of youth in such languages, & such of the lil)eral arts

and sciences as the Trustees shall direct; & the Revd. JoTnteT*^"
James Lyon, the honble. Stephen Jones and Alexander
Campbell Esqrs. James Avery, John Crane, George titill-

man, Phineas Bruce, John Cooper & Gustavus Fellows
Esquires Messrs. Joseph Wallace, John Buchman, John
Foster & Theodore Lincoln Gentlemen be, & they herel)y

are nominated & appointed Trustees of said Academy

;

and they are hereby incorporated into a Body Politic l)y

the name of the Trustees of Washington Academy & they
& their successors shall be & continue a Body Politic by
the same name forever.

And be it further Enacted that all the lands and frmed\oThe
monies, which for the purpose aforesaid, shall be here- Trustees.

after given, granted & assigned unto the said Trustees,

shall be confirmed to the said Trustees and their Suc-
cessors in that trust forever, for the uses which in such
instruments shall be expressed, provided such uses shall

p*""^'^"-

not be repugnant to the design of this act, and they the

said Trustees shall be further capable of having holding
and taking in fee simple by gift, grant, devise or other-

wise, any lands, tenements or other estate real or personal

{provided the annual income of the whole shall not exceed
two thousand pounds) & shall apply the rents, issues and
profits thereof, in such a manner as that the end of the

Academy may be most eftectually promoted.
Be it further Enacted, that the said Trustees shall have Trustees em.

full power from time to time, as they shall determine, to
p°^'"'® ""

elect such Officers of the said Academy as they shall judge
necessary and convenient, & fix the tenures of their re-

spective offices, — to remove any Trustee from the Corpo-
ration, when in their opinion he shall 1)e incapable through
age or otherwise of discharging the duties of his office,

—

to fill all vacancies, by electing such persons for Trustees

as they shall judge best ; — to determine the times and
places of their meetings,— the manner of notifying the

said Trustees, — the method of electing or removing
Trustees, — to ascertain the powers and duties of their

several officers ;— to elect Prece})tors & ushers of said

Academy,— to determine the duties and tenures of their

offices ; to ordain reasonable rules orders & byelaws not
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repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth, with reason-

able penalties for the good government of the Academy,
and ascertaining the qualifications of the students requisite

to their admission, & the same rules, orders, & bye laws,

at their pleasure to repeal.
-To have a ^g ^ further Enacted, that the Trustees of the said

Academy may have one common Seal which they may
change at pleasure, & that all deeds signed and delivered

by the Treasurer or Secretary of said Trustees by their

order and sealed with their seal, shall when made in their

name, be considered as their Deed, & as such, be duly
executed & valid in law ; & that the Trustees of said

Academy may sue & be sued, in all actions, real, personal

or mixed, & prosecute & defend the same unto final

judgment & execution, by the name of the Trustees of

Washington Academy.
Be it further Enacted that the number of the said

Trustees, & their successors, shall not at any one time

t^u^te^s^^mifed. ^c morc than fifteen, nor less than nine, seven of whom
shall constitute a quorum, for transacting business, & a

majority of the members present at any legal meeting
shall decide all questions proper to come before the Trus-

tees ; — that a major part shall be laymen &, respectable

freeholders ; also that a major part shall consist of men,
who are not inhabitants of the town, where the Seminary
is situated.

And he it further Enacted hy the Authority aforesaid,
-Empowered that if it sliall hereafter be iuds-ed upon mature & impartial
in certain cases,

. ^n- JO 1
y • -, piii

to remove the cousidcration 01 all cu'cumstanccs, by two thirds oi all the
seminary.

Trustccs, that for good & Substantial reasons which at

this time do not exist, the true design of this institution

will be better promoted by removing the Seminary from
the i)lace where it is founded, in that case it shall be in

the power of the said Trustees to remove it accordingly,

& to establish it in such other place within this State, as

they shall judge to be best calculated for carrying into

effectual execution the intention of this Act.
Aiex.ca^mpbeii, Be it further Enacted that the honble. Alexander
trustees"

'^ Campbell Esquire be, & he herel)y is authorized to fix

the time & place for holding the first meeting of the said

Trustees, & to notify them thereof.
Appropriation. Providcd nevertheless, and be it further Enacted that

the Trustees of the said Academy, & their Successors in

oflBce be and they hereby are impowered to expend the
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income arising from any money, lands, or other estate

given or granted, or which may be given or granted for

the use of said Academy, in supporting Schools for the
instruction of youth in the several Towns in the said

County as to them, or the major part of them shall seem
most expedient for the space of seven years next after

the passing this act any thing in this Act to the contrary
notwithstanding.

And be it Enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there a township

be & hereby is granted a township of land of six miles
^'"°'^''-

square to lie laid out and assigned from any of the unap-
propriated lands belonging to this Commonwealth in the

County of Washington ; said township to be vested in

the Trustees of Washington Academy, and their Suc-
cessors forever, for the use & purpose of supporting the

said Academy to be by them holden in their corporate

capacity, with full power & authority to settle, divide, &
manage said township, or to sell, convey & dispose of the

same, in such way & manner, as shall best promote the

welfare of said academy :

Provided that said township shall be laid out under Proviso.

the direction of the Committee for the sale of eastern

lands, & a plan thereof returned into the Secretar^^'s

OflSce, & that such Corporation shall proceed in that

design, & that the said Trustees their Successors or

Assigns shall & do within five years provide & settle

upon, & within such Township at least twenty families

& shall also reserve from all future dispositions to be

made of said tract of land, three lots of three hundred
& twenty acres each for the following uses vizt. One lot

for the first settled minister, one lot for the use of the

ministry, & one lot for the use & support of schools

within the same town. March 7, 1792.

1791.— Chapter 51.

[January Session, ch. 35.]

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE TOWN OF FRAMINGHAM TO REGULATE
& ORDER THE TAKING OF THE FLSH, CALLED SHAD AND ALE-
WIVES WITHIN THE LIMITS OF SAID TOWN.

Be it Unacted by the Senate and House of Represent-

atives in General Conrt assembled <(• by the authority of
the same, that from and after the publication of this Act, inhabitants to

it shall and may be lawful for the inhabitants of said town annlTny wiien

of Framingham, at their annual meeting in March or m^y bellken.


