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Notification.

Penalty in case
of offence.

April during the continuance of this Act, to determine

and order in what manner, & by whom the i>aid fish,

called Shad and Alewives may be taken within the limits

of said town : And the said inhabitants shall cause a copy
of such order, attested by the town Clerk to be posted up
in some public place in said town ; whereunto all persons

shall conform with respect to the taking said fish called

Shad & Alewives within said town of Framiiuiham, on
penalty that each & every ofiender against the same, shall

forfeit & pay the sum of twenty shilliiigs, to be sued for,

and recovered before any Court proper to try the same ;

one moiety to the informer & the other moiety to the poor

of said town of Framingham.
Be it further Enacted, that any of the inhabitants of

the said town of Frmningham not concerned in violating

this Act shall and may be admitted as witnesses to testify

in any action that may be brought for the above penalty,

they being inhabitants of said town notwithstanding.

March 6\ 1792.

Bounds for the
catching tiah.

— may be sued
for and recov-
ered.

1791.— Chapter 52,

[January Session, eh. 40.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE CATCHING OF FISH IN THE MOUTH
OF AGAWAM RIVER.

Be it enacted by the Senate cfr House of Representatives

in General Court assembled d* by the authority of the same,

that from & after the first day of April next no person

or persons be allowed to catch any Salmon, Shad or Ale-

wives with seines, nets, pots or in any other way in any
part of said river within one mile of the mouth or entrance

thereof into Connecticut river : And if any person or per-

sons shall presume to take or catch any fish in the said

Agawam River contrary to the true intent of this Act,

each person so offending, shall for each ofience forfeit

and pay a fine oi four pounds.
And be it further enacted, that all nets or seines used

in taking fish as aforesaid, shall be and hereby are for-

feited to any person or persons who shall seize the same
to his or their own use.

And be it further enacted, that all fines and forfeitures

incurred 1)y any breach of this Act, shall & may be sued

for and recovered by action of debt or information before

any Justice of the Peace within the County of Hampshire,
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one half of such fines shall enure to him or them who shall

sue or prosecute for the same, and the other half to the
poor of the town where the offence shall he committed.

March 8, 1792.

1791.— Chapter 53.
[January Session, ch. 27.]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF COSTS IN CRIMINAL
PROSECUTIONS, AND FOR PREVENTING UNNECESSARY COSTS
THEREIN.

Whereas the provision made by an Act, intitled ''An Preamble.

Act jtrovidinrj for the payment of costs in criminal suits",

j)ast the twelfth day of March in the year of Our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and eighty three, tt- by several acts

since jiassed in addition thereto, is still found to be insuf-

ficient: Therefore

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled and by the authority of
the same, that the se^'^eral acts aforesaid be, and the same Laws repealed.

hereby are repealed.

And be it further Enacted that in all cases wherein courts empow-

any costs have already arisen or may hereafter arise in costl in 'certain

any criminal prosecution commenced either before the ''**''^"

Supreme Judicial Court, or Court of General Sessions of

the peace, in any County in this Commonwealth, the Court
before whom such prosecution has been or may l)e so

commenced (having cognizance of the offence), shall have
power to allow and tax such costs for Justices, Officers, and
their Assistants, Jurors & Witnesses, and for Court and
other charges, as have arisen or may arise upon such

prosecution, & previous to its determination, not exceed-

ing the fees that are or may be stated by law, except in

cases which are or may be otherwise provided for by law,

and in which a discrcetionary power is or may be given to

the Court, whether the person accused be brought to trial

or not, or whether he be convicted or ac(iuitted upon trial

:

And all such costs so taxed, shall l)e paid out of the County
Treasury ; those costs which are taxed by the Court of

General Sessions of the peace to be charged to the County :

And the Clerk of each of said Courts shall attest and deliver cierk to certify.

to the County Treasurer copies of all bills of costs allowed

by the Court, and certificates of all lines & forfeitures im-

posed, & accruing to the Commonwealth or to the County,


