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dents which shall l)e received at the said Academy, & to

make & ordain all other reasonable rules, orders & b}—

laws with Penalties or without, & not repugnant to the

Laws of this Commonwealth, as well for the good govern-

ment of the said Corporation, as for the better regulation

of the said Academy, & all such rules orders & by-laws

to alter or repeal.

And be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

that whenever the number of the Trustees of the said

Academy shall be less than fifteen, the Trustees for the

time being shall have power, & it shall be their duty to

nominate, elect & appoint other suitable persons as Trus-

tees, until that number shall be complete.

And he it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid

y

that the Legislature of this Commonwealth may from time
examination by to time, wlicu & in sucli manner as shall be thought fit,

enquire into the doings of the said corporation & their

performance of the Trusts aforesaid ; & upon any breach

thereof or other suflScient cause to the said Legislature

upon due notice to the said Corporation & a full hearing

thereupon, sufficiently appearing, may annul the grant &
authorities hereby made, or such part thereof as the said

Legislature shall thereupon determine : Provided, that

all & singular the estates of the said Corporation shall

thereupon revert to the Donors thereof, or according to

any limitation in any grant or donation made.
And be itfurther Enacted, that Ephraim Spooner Esqr.

be & hereby is authorized to fix the time & place for hold-

ing the first meeting of the Trustees & to notify them
thereof. Approved March 19, 1793.
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1793. — Chapter 62.

[January Session, ch. 33.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FISH CALLED
ALEWIVES IN TAUNTON GREAT RIVER SO CALLED IN THE
COUNTY OF BRISTOL AND ALSO TO REGULATE THE CATCH-
ING THE SAID FISH THEREIN FOR THE FUTURE.

Wliereas the Law madefor regulating the Alewive fish-

ery in Taunton Great River (so called) in the County of
Bristol is found to ojjerate unequally upon and to the dis-

advantage of the several Toions situated on said River and
has not ansioered the salutary purpose of preserving and
increasing the said Fish as intended ;—
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Be it therefore enacted hy the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled and by the author-

ity of the same, that from and after the twentieth day of No fish to be

-111 1 1 c ^ r-
taken but at

March instant, it shall not be lawiui tor any person or particular

persons whatever, at any time after the said twentieth day
^®"°°^'

of March instant as aforesaid (except as is herein after

provided) to catch Alewives, or any other Fish with

Seins or Drag nets in said River : Provided that it shall

and may be lawful for the inhabitants of the several Towns
situated on said River, to catch Alewives and other fish

-within the bounds of their own Town and no where else,

with Seins or Drag nets, part of four days in each week
only, vizt. on monday, tuesday, M^ednesday and thursday,

from Sun rising till Sun setting on each of said days in

each week : And provided each Town situated on said P'^o^^^o-

River as aforesaid, draw or sweep with two Seins or Drag
nets only, except the Town of Taunton, which Town is

hereby allowed and permitted to draw or sweep with three

seins or Drag nets in said River on the days, & within the

time mentioned as aforesaid, and neither of the Towns
aforesaid nor the Inhabitants thereof are permitted at any
time whatever to set their seins or drag nets across said

River or any part thereof or make use of any Sein or Drag
net which is or shall at the time be more than twenty rods

in length : Provided also, that each of said Towns shall at Towns author-

a legal Town meeting ascertain and establish annually by p^rivuegeof

Vote, the places where the said Seins or Drag nets may be '••»"=^i°s ^s^-

drawn within the bounds of their respective Towns as

aforesaid exclusively and at the same meeting, or at an

adjournment thereof, dispose of and grant for that year,

and so on from year to year, the sole privilege of catch-

ing Alewives or other fish with Seins or Drag nets on the

parts of the days of the week aljovementioned and speci-

fied, at the places ascertained and established as aforesaid,

to such person or persons as shall offer or give most for

the same, and give sufficient security for the pa^niient of

the same so offered and agreed on at such time and in such

manner as the inhabitants of the respective Towns shall

assign and order, said person or persons so agreeing and
giving security as aforesaid to have right to fish and no
other person whatever.

Pe it further enacted, that if any person or persons

shall presume to draw an}' Sein or Drag net, on any
day or time, except the parts of days beforementioned

;
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or at any place other than the one ascertained and estab-

lished by the Town as aforesaid, or shall on any day, or

at any place, set a Sein or Drag net in or across said River

or any part thereof he shall forfeit and pay Fifteen Pounds
for each and every such oifence with costs of suit ; one

half thereof to the use of the poor of the Town where

the offence shall be committed, and the other half thereof

to him or them who shall sue for the same, to be re-

covered by action of debt in any Court proper to try the

same.

And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons

shall be found sweeping with any Sein or Drag net ; or if

any Sein or Drag net shall be made use of by any per-

son or persons whatever contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this act, or any part thereof, it shall and
may be lawful for any person or persons to seize and take

such Sein or Drag net to his or their own use and benefit,

and if prosecuted therefor, to plead the general issue, and

give this act in evidence as tho' the same was especially

pleaded.

And Be it further Enacted by the authority aforemid^

that the several Towns on Taunton Great River aforesaid

shall at their annual meetings in the month of March, or

April in each year, choose three or more persons, being

freeholders in their respective Towns, to see that this act

be duly observed ; and each person so choosen shall be

sworn faithfully to discharge the duties herein required,

and if any person so chosen shall refuse to serve he shall

forfeit and pay, to and for the use of the poor of the

Town to which he belongs the sum of Twenty shillings, to

be sued for and recovered by the Town Clerk, and the

said Town shall immediately proceed to a new choice.

And Be it further enacted, that an act made and passed

the twenty second day of February in the Year of our

Lord one thousand seven hundred & ninety, entitled " An
Act to prevent the destruction of the Fish called Ale-

wives in Taunton Great River (so called) in the County
of Bristol, and to regulate the catching said Fish therein

for the future" be and it is hereby repealed, (excepting

the repealing clause thereof) . Provided that all Acts and

things done and performed already by virtue of said act,

are hereby and shall be considered good and valid as tho'

this present Law had never been made ; and all sales of

privilege and ascertaining of places for catching Alewives
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and other Fish for the present year shall be considered
good and valid as tho' done under and [and] by virtue of

this present act.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the purchasers of the privileges aforesaid shall sell
^^[?f *^^j^

said Fish to any person or persons who shall apply there-

for when they have any on hand, at the rate of two shil-

lings per hundred for the first three weeks after fish begin
to run & at the rate of one shilling & six pence per hun-
dred afterwards and no more, upon the penalty of forfeit-

ing Twenty shillings for every hundred of said Fish they
shall sell over & above said prices, to be recovered by
action of debt in any Court proper to try the same. Pro- Proviso.

vided this Act shall not opperate so as to establish any
price at which said fish shall be sold by the purchasers
of the privileges in said Towns the present year.

Approved March 19, 1793.

1793.— Chapter 63.

[January Session, ch.34.]

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING CERTAIN PERSONS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF BUILDING A BRIDGE OVER MERRIMACK RIVER
IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX AT BODWELL'S FALLS BETWEEN
ANDOVER AND METHUEN, AND FOR SUPPORTING THE SAME.

Whereas the erecting a Bridge over Merrimack River, Preamble.

between the towns of Andover and Methuen in the County
of Essex loill be of public convenience; And whereas
Samuel Abbot esqr, and others have j)resented a petition

to this Court setting forth that they, ivith divers other per-
sons have associated for the purpose of building said
Bridge^ and praying for liberty to build the same and to

be incorporated for that purpose;
Be it therefore Enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives in General Court assembled ,-and by the author-

ity of the s«me, that Saml. Abbot & John White esquires, Proprietors of

Joseph Stevens merchant, and Ebenezer Poor yeoman, i'^cor^orafel^^^

with such other persons as have with them associated as

aforesaid, and all those who may hereafter become pro-
prietors in the said bridge be, and they hereby are made
and constituted a corporation and body politic for the

purpose aforesaid, by the name of the Proprietors of
Andover Bridge, and by that name may sue and be sued
to final Judgment and execution, and do and sufl:er all


