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1793, — Chapter 33.

[September Session, ch. 2.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AN ACADEMY IN THE TOWN OF GROTON,
BY THE NAME OF GROTON ACADEMY.

Whet^eas the encouragement of literature among the Preamble.

rising generation has ever been considered by the wise and
good as an object worthy of the most serious attention, and
the happiness of the Community requires the dissemina-

tion of knowledge and learning among all classes of citi-

zens; And whereas it appears from a, petition of a large

number of the inJiabitants of the town of Groton, and its

vicinity, that a sum of money lias been subscribed towards

erecting a suitable building for, and sujjporting an Acad-
emy in the said town ; and as such an Institution besides

encouraging the interest of literature and the sciences, and
diffusing useful knowle\^^']ge in that part of the Com-
monwealth, may otherwise essentially promote the interest

thereof;

Therefore be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives , in General Court assembled, and by the au-

thority of the same, that there be, and hereby is estal)lished ^gta^Scj
in the town of Groton, in the County of Middlesex, an

Academy by the name of Groton Academy for the pur-

pose of promoting piety and virtue, and for the education

of youth in such languages, and such of the liberal arts

and sciences as the trustees shall direct : And the honble. Trustees.

Oliver Prescott esqr. the Revd. Daniel Chaplin, the Revd.
Zabdiel Adams, the Revd. Phineas Whitney, the Revd.
John Bullard, the Revd. William Emerson, the honble.

Josiali Stearns esqr. Colo. Henry Bromfield, James
Winthrop, Henry Woods, Joseph Moors, Oliver Pres-

cott junr. Samuel Dana, Timothy Bigelow, and Aaron
Brown Esquires, be, and they hereby are nominated and
appointed Trustees of the said Academy, and they are

hereby incorporated into a body politic, by the name of

The Trustees of Groton Academy ; and they, and their

successors shall be, and continue a body politic and cor-

porate by the same name forever.

And be it further Enacted that all the lands and monies Lands con-
1 . /. .

1 M 1 ^ • ^ c J.^ firmed to the
heretofore given or subscribed, or which for the purpose Trnstees.

aforesaid shall be hereafter giveu granted and assigned

unto the said Trustees, shall be confirmed to the said
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Trustee.s and their successors in that trust forever, for the

uses which in such instruments shall be expressed ; and

they the said Trustees shall be further capable of having

holding and taking in fee simple by gift, grant, devise or

otherwise, any lands, tenements, or other estate real or

personal, provided the annual income of the same shall not

exceed five thousand dollars, and shall apply the rents and

profits thereof, in such manner, as that the end and de-

sign of the Institution may be most efiectually promoted.

Be it further Enacted, that the said Trustees shall have

full power from time to time, as they shall determine to

elect such officers of the said Academy as they shall judge

necessary and convenient, and fix the tenures of their re-

spective offices ; to remove any Trustee from the Corpora-

tion, when in their opinion he shall be incapable through

age or otherwise of discharging the duties of his office
;

to fill all vacancies by electing such persons for Trustees

as they shall judge best, to determine the times and places

of their meetings— the manner of notifying the said

Trustees— the method of electing or removing Trustees,

to ascertain the powers and duties of their several officers ;

to elect Preceptors & teachers of said Academy ; to de-

termine the duties and tenures of their offices ; to ordain

reasonable rules, orders, and bye laws not repugnant

to the law^s of the Commonw^ealth with reasonable penal-

ties for the good government of the Academ}^ as to them

the said Trustees and their successors shall from time to

time, according to the various occasions and circumstances

seem most fit and requisite ; all which shall be observed

by the officers Scholars and Servants of the said academy,

upon the penalties therein contained.

Be it further Enacted, that the Trustees of the said

academy may have one common seal, which they may
change at pleasure ; & that all deeds made, signed and

sealed with said common seal, and duly executed by the

Treasurer or Secretary of said Trustees, by their order,

shall be considered valid in law as good deeds of bargain

and sale : And that the Trustees of said academy may sue

and be sued, in all actions real, personal and mixed, and

prosecute and defend the same unto final judgment and ex-

ecution, by the name of the Trustees of Groton academy.

Be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

the number of said Trustees shall not at any one time be

more than fifteen nor less than nine, five of whom shall

constitute a quorum for doing business, and a majority of
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the members present at any legal meeting shall decide all

questions proper to come before the Trustees— that the

major part of them shall consist of men who are not in-

habitants of the town of Groton.

And it is further Enacted that Aaron Brown esqr. be Aaron Brown,1. I'T !• ij.^j.1- Esq.author-

and he hereby is authorized and impowered to nx the ized.

time and place for the holding the first meeting of the

said Trustees, and to notify them thereof.

Approved September 28, 1793.*

1793. — Chapter 34.

[September Beasion, ch. 4.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AN ACADEMY IN THE TOWN OF WEST-
FORD BY THE NAME OF WESTFORD ACADEMY.

Whereas the encouragement of Literature among the Preamble.

rising generation, has ever been considered by the wise

and good, as an object worthy of the most serious attention;

and thefreedom and happiness of the community require

the dissem[^ni'][u\']ation of knovjle\_d']ge and learning

among all classes of citizens; And whereas it appears,

to this Court, that Zacheus Wright, esquire, and other

generous persons have subscribed upwards of One thou-

sand pounds, for the benevolent ptirpose of erecting a suit-

able buildingfor an Academy, and supporting the same
in said Town, and that a comodious building is now
erectedfor that purpose; And as such an institution, be-

sides encouraging the interest of literature and the sciences

and diffusing useful knowle[(\^,ge in that part of the Com-
monwealth, may othervnse essentially promote the interest

thereof.

Be it therefore, enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled and by the

authority of the same. That there be and hereby is es- Academy

tablished in the Town of Westford, in the County of Mid-
^^'^

dlesex, an Academy by the name of Westford Academy,
for the purpose of promoting piety and virtue, and for the

education of youth, in such languages, and such of the

liberal arts and sciences, as the Trustees shall direct ; and
that the Revd. Moses Adams, Revd. Caleb Blake, Revd.
Ezra Ripley, Honble. Ebenezer Bridge & Joseph B. Var-
num Esqrs. Zaccheus Wright, Sampson Tuttle & James

* The latter portion of this engrossed act was accidentally rendered illegible

after approval liy the governor. The new draft made of that part is signed by the
presiding officers of both branches of the general court, but not by the governor.


