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after which term, it shall be subject to the regulation of

Government.
A7id be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid

^

that said Bridije shall be well built, at least thirty feet

wide, of good and suitable materials, and be well covered

with plank or timber suitable for such a Bridge, with suf-

ficient rails on each side for the safety of passengers ; and
the same shall be kept in good, safe and passable repair

;

and the Proprietors at the place or places where the toll

shall be received shall erect and keep constantly exposed

to view, a sign or board, with the rates of toll of all the

tollable articles fairly and legibly written thereon in large

or capital letters.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the place where the Bridge shall be built, shall be

from Sandy point in Portland to Secomb's point in Fal-

mouth, and so constructed, as not to prevent the water
flowing the flats westward of said Bridge.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that if the said proprietors shall neglect for the space of

six years from the passing this act, to build and erect

said Bridge, then this act shall be void and of no eflect.

Approved February 27, 1794.
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Separation of
Proprieties.

1793. — Chapter 70.

[January Session, ch, 44.]

AN ACT FOR DIVIDING AND SEPARATING THE INTEREST OR
PROPRIETY IN THE LOCKS AND CANALS OPENING AND PRO-
POSED TO BE OPENED ON CONNECTICUT RIVER IN THE
COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE CALLED THE UPPER AND LOWER
CANALS.

Whereas the Proprietors of the Lochs and Canals on
Connecticut River in the County of Hampshire have by
their Petition represented to this Court that it is expedient

for the better effecting the purposes of their Incorporation

that there shou\\']d be a Division of the Proprietary Interest

of the Northern Canal from that of the Southern Canal
on said River— and prayed for a sejjarate Incorporation.

Re it enacted by the Senate <& House of Representatives

in General Court assembled and by the Authority of the

same that the Propriety in the Locks & Canals between
the head of the Falls at South Hadley & the mouth of

Chicobee River, called the Lower Canals, be separated

from the Propriety of those between the mouth of Deer-
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field River & the head of Millar's Falls called the upper
Canals— That the Proprietors in the said Lower Canal
aforesaid remain a Corporation, in all respects in future,

the same in regard thereto, as they are at present ; and
that the Proprietors who now are or hereafter may l)e in

the said upper Canals by virtue of this Act shall be a

separate and distinct Corporation.

Be it enacted that Samuel Henshaw of Northampton, separate

Jonathan Dwight of Springfield and Benjamin Prescott established.

of Northampton Esquires with such other members of the

former Corporation, and such othe[iJr their Associates as

shall join them, as hereby is after provided for making
and compleating the same Locks and Canals shall be and
hereby are Incorporated into a separate and distinct Cor-
poration, by the name of the Proprietors of the upper Name.

Locks and Canals on Connecticut River in the County of

Hampshire and that they the said Samuel Henshaw, Jona-
than Dwight and Benjamin Prescott Esquires with their

Associates and Successors Proprietors of such proposed
Canals and Locks, and in such Funds Lands & Real

Estate as are proposed to be raised and purchased & as

shall be raised and purchased, for effecting the purpose
of making and compleating the same Locks and Canals
shall be a Corporation forever, under the name aforesaid,

and by that name may sue and prosecute, be sued and
prosecuted to final judgment and execution, may make
and have a Common Seal and the same may break and
alter at their pleasure, and they shall be and hereby are

vested with all the powers and privilidges which by law
are incident to Corporations.

And in order to ascertain such Associates and their

Shares in the same Locks and Canals as far as may be at

present.

Be it enacted that the whole Interest in the same Locks Division and

& Canal be divided into Five hundred & four Shares and ^h&loa^°

that the said Samuel, Jonathan and Benjamin & each and
every other of the Proprietors, who with them were The other

named in the former Act and still retain their Interest Jo'^re'taiT'*

therein, and the Assignees of any of those who have '"'erest.

transferred their Interest shall have equal right with the

said Samuel, Jonathan and Benjamin to hold & retain

their Interest and Share in the same Locks and Canals

or such proportion thereof as they shall claim to hold and
carry on under the present Act ; provided they ascertain provisos.
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such claim, and in wliat proportion they will engage to

carry on the same, and that the same exceed not their

former proportion or Share ; And provided also they

ascertain the same by Certificate under their hands to be
lodged with the Clerk of the other Propriety or Corpora-
tion within Sixty days from the passing of this Act, the

same to be delivered over to the Clerk of the present

Propriety or Corporation as soon as such Clerk shall be

duly chosen & qualified. Provided also that where any
Proprietors or persons interested either by Grant or Pur-
chase in any Shares in the said Locks and Canals, or the

privilidges granted by the former act of Incorporation

respecting them live without the limits of this Common-
wealth, the Share Interest or privilidge of any such

person in the present proposed Locks and Canals shall

not be affected prejudiced or altered by this Act, but the

same and all agreements touchino- the same, shall be and
remain as if this Act had not been made.
Be itfurther enacted^ that all other Shares and propor-

tions in the same Locks & Canals not claimed, secured
and reserved as aforesaid shall be open and free for any
and every person of reasonable ability that may desire

and subscribe for any number of such Shares, not exceed-

ing Twenty four Shares, which such Subscriber shall be
entitled to, on filing a Certificate in writing under his

hand with the Clerk of said Propriety ascertaining the

number of Shares he will carry on untill the whole num-
ber of Shares shall be taken up. And that every such
Subscriber shall be entitled to such Shares on Subscrip-

tion as aforesaid without any Premium, purchase or condi-

tion, further than contributing his pro})ortion of expences,

that have been or may be incurred respecting the same
Locks and Canals.

Propri.-tors And be it farther Enacted, that the said Samuel Jona-
invcBted with it-.- • • i i • • i »
certain powers, than autl Benjamui w^ith then- said Associates shall be and

hereby are invested with all the rights powers and privi-

lidges, and subjected to all the duties regulations and
conditions, in regard to the upper Locks and Canals that

the said Original Proprietors were invested with or sul)-

jected to, by virtue of the said original act of Incorpora-

tion and by the after Act of the General Court made in

addition thereto— and that every Clause paragraph, arti-

cle provission and regulation in either of the said Acts
contained, shall be exteoded to take place, be applied, and
be in full force in every respect, in regard to the present
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Proprietors in the same manner they would have done to

the Original Proprietors, if the same bussiness had been
proceeded in and carried on by them under such former

Acts.

Arid be it further Enacted that all Lands and other Lands pur-

Keal Estate which the Proprietors under this Act shall sidered as

purchase which shall be necessary or convenient for exe- p<^" o''"' estaie.

cuting the purpose aforesaid shall be considered as within

the same Provission with such Estate i)urchased for like

purpose under the former Acts and shall be deemed and
considered to all intents and purposes as Personal Estate,

and as such with the other Interest in said Canal shall be

transferrable by such mode of transfer as the said Pro-
prietors at their meeting shall agree on and determine.

And he it further enacted, that in all transactions of the votes, how

Proprietors in their Meetings, respecting the said Locks
and Canals— the Votes shall always be regulated and
determined by the Interest in the following ratio, that is

to say, every Proprietor holding from One Share to Three
Shares inclusive shall have One Vote — from Four Shares

to Six Shares inclusive shall have Two Votes— from seven

to ten Shares inclusive shall have Three Votes and for

every ten shares above ten, shall have one additional Vote
provided no one Proprietor shall have more than ten

Votes.

And he it further enacted, that all agreements and con- contiactB, &e

tracts that have been heretofore made between any of the

said original Proprietors or their Assigns and any other

persons, respecting either or both the said Canals shall

remain in full force and effect in the same manner as if

this Act had not been made.

Apjyroved February 27, 1794.

1793.— Chapter 71.

[January Session, ch. 45.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE TAKING OF THE FISH NEAR THE
DAM AT THE CANAL AT SOUTH HADLEY FALLS IN CONNECTI-
CUT RIVER.

Be it enacted by the Senate <& House of Representatives

iri General Court Assembled (& by the Authority of the

same, that no person or persons at any time hereafter Restrictions.

shall take an}' Salmon or Shad within one hundred rods
of any part of the Dam in Connecticut River near the

Canal at South Hadley with any Net, Seine, Pott, Scoop-


