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in the way and manner hereafter specified, with full power
and authority to elect such Officers of the said Academy,
as they shall judge necessary and convenient ; and to make
and ordain such laws, orders and rules, not repugnant to

the laws of the Commonwealth for the good government
of said Academy, as to them shall seem fit and requisite.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^

that the number of the trustees aforesaid, shall not at any
one time be more than fifteen nor less than eight, seven

of whom, at least, shall be necessary to constitute a quo-

rum for transacting business.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that as often as one or more of the trustees aforesaid,

shall die or resign, or in the judgment of the major part

of the trustees, shall be rendered incapable by age or

otherwise, of discharging the duties of his office, the

trustees then surviving, shall elect one or more persons

to fill up the vacancy or vacancies.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the trustees aforesaid, and their successors be, and
they hereby are rendered capable in law to take and hold

by gift, grant devise, bequest or otherwise, any lands,

tenements, or other estate real or personal, provided that

the annual income of the said real estate, shall not exceed

the sum of five hundred pounds, and the annual income
of the said personal estate, shall not exceed the sum of

two thousand pounds. And all deeds & instruments,

which the said trustees may lawfully make, shall be sealed

with their seal, and shall bind the said trustees & their

successors, and be valid in law.

And be it further Enacted that Samuel Freeman esqr.

be, and he hereby is authorized and impowered to appoint

the time and place for holding the first meeting of said

trustees, and notify them thereof.

Approved February 27, 1794.

1793. — Chapter 75.

[January Session, ch. 49.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE ACT, FOR THE LIMITATION OF
PERSONAL ACTIONS, AND FOR AVOIDING SUITS AT LAW;
PASSED THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF FEBRUARY, ONE THOU-
SAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY SEVEN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority oj
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fhe same, that any action of the case, or of debt grounded ^a8e°&crhotf

ui)on any lending or contract, or for arrearages of rent commenced.

actually declared upon in a proper Writ, returnable ac-

cording to law, purchased therefor before the first day of

December last, or which has been, or which shall be so

actually declared in, within the term of six years next

after the cause of such action accrued, shall be deemed
and taken to be duly commenced and sued within the

meaning of said act for the limitation of personal actions,

and for avoiding suits at law.

And be it further Enacted, that any action which hath ^ct'ons-

been, or which shall be actually declared in as aforesaid,

& in which the Writ purchased therefor, has failed of a

sufficient service or return, by any unavoidable accident,

or by the default, negligence or defect of any Officer to

whom such Writ was or shall be duly directed, or when
such writ shall be abated, or the action thereby com-
menced shall be avoided by demurrer, or otherwise, for

informality of proceedings, then, and in any such case

the plaintiffs or plaintiff, or his or her executor or admin-
istrator may commence another action upon the same de-

mand, and shall thereby save the limitation thereof, any
thing in the said act for the limitation of personal actions,

and for avoiding suits at law, to the contrary notwith-

standing : provided that such second action shall be duly rroviso.

commenced by declaring in the same aforesaid, and pur-
sued at the next Court of Common pleas of the County,
in which trial of the cause may be had, or within three

months next after the Court, whereto such former Writ
was, or shall be returnable, or wherein Judgment of a1)ate-

ment, or other avoidance of such suit shall happen, and
not afterwards.

And be it farther enacted that any action of the case. Action &c. in

or of debt, grounded upon any lending or contract, or sordt-ce^asedi

for arrearage of rent, which might have been, or which
may be sued and i)rosecuted by, or against any person
deceased, or who shall decease, at the time of his or her
death, or within thirty days next preceeding, shall and
may be commenced by declaring in the same as aforesaid,

and sued by, or against the Executor or Administrator of
such deceased person, within two years after the grant of

letters testamentary or of administration, and not after-

wards, if otherwise barred by the said Act, for the limita-

tion of personal actions, & for avoiding suits at law, any
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thing which may be supposed therein to the contrary not-

withstanding.
Action for debt And be it further enacted, ihsii in any action brought,
on simple con- •/ ^ %/

^
o '

tract. or which shall be brought, for any debt upon simple con-

tract or promise in writing, not under seal, the defendant

therein may give in evidence upon the ge[r] [njeral issue,

his or her demands against the plaintiff', for goods delivered,

monies paid, or services done, whereof an account shall

be duly filed in the Clerk's office of the Court whereto

such action is, or shall be brought, seven days, and before

a Justice four days at least, preceding the time of trial.

And in all cases of mutual demands as aforesaid, the ac-

count of the Defendant, if any time of limitation shall be

objected thereto by the plaintiff", shall be considered and
allowed, as if an action had been duly commenced thereon,

by declaring in the same, at the time when the plaintiff''s

action was, or shall be commenced, any law, usage or

custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

Ajyproved February 27 ^ 1794.


