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and an ample a manner to all intents and purposes, as in

and by said Act, or by Law, they may or can do with the

Concurrence of said Church ; and that all the Votes and
Orders heretofore made and passed by said Proprietors,

and all the doings and transactions in consequence of such

Votes and Orders, are hereby confirmed and made valid

to all intents and purposes, notwithstanding they may not

have had the Concurrence of said Church.

And be it farther enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the Moderator of any legal Meeting of said pro|:)rie- Moderator to

tors, duly chosen, is hereby authorized to administer all oaths.

such Oaths, and to swear all such Officers as shall be

chosen by said Proprietors at such meeting, for which he

shall be chosen Moderator, and of whom an Oath by Law
is required, in such manner as Justices of the Peace are

by Law authorized to administer Oaths ; which swearing
shall be as valid in law as thouo;h the same were adminis-

tred by some Justice of the Peace in the same County.
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that all the Rights Priviledges, Powers and Immunities, Confirmation.

which are in and l:>y said Act, granted to said proprietors,

shall be and are hereby confirmed unto them and their

Successors forever ; excepting only such part thereof as

this Act expressly directs and orders to be otherwise, rel-

ative to the Concurrence of said Church.

ApX>roved June 24, 1794.

1794.— Chapter 13.

[May Session, ch. 16.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A COLLEGE IN THE TOWN OF BRUNS-
WICK IN THE DISTRICT OF MAINE WITHIN THIS COMMON-
WEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled and by the Authority of
the same, that there be erected and established in the coiiegeestab-

Town of Brunswick in the District of Maine, a College ''*^'"''

for the purpose of educating Youth, to be called and
known by the name of Bowdoin College, to be under the

Government and regulation of two certain bodies, politic

and corporate, as hereafter in this Act is provided.

And be it farther enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the Revd. Thomas Brown, Revd. Samuel Dean D.D. Persons incor.

John Frothingham Esqr. Revd. Daniel Little Revd. \ela!'^
"^^ '"*'



42 Acts, 1794. — Chapter 12.

President and
Trustees, —
their powers.

Thomas Lancaster, Honble. Josiah Thacher and David
Mitchel Esqrs. Rev'd Tristram Gilman, Revd, Alden
Bradford, Thomas Rice Esqr. and Mr. William Martin,

together with the President and Treasurer of the said

College for the time being, to be chosen as in this Act
is hereafter directed, be and hereby are created a body
politic and corporate by the name of the President and
Trustees of Bowdoin College, and that they and their

successors, and such others as shall be duly elected

members of the said Corporation, shall be and remain a

body politic and corporate by that name forever.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that for the more orderly conducting the Business of the

said Corporation, the President and Trustees shall have
full power and authority from time to time, to elect a

Vice-President and Secretary of the said Corporation

and to declare the tenures and duties of their respective

Offices, and also to remove any Trustee from the same
Corporation, when in their Judgement he shall be ren-

dered incapable by age, or otherwise, of discharging the

duties of his Office, or shall neglect or refuse to perform
the same ; and to fill up all vacancies in the said Corpora-
tion, by electing such persons for Trustees, as they shall

judge best : Provided nevertheless, that the Numl)er of

the said Trustees, including the President and Treasurer

of the said Colleo:e, for the time beino- shall never be

greater than Thirteen, nor less than seven.
Corporation And be it further enacted that the said Corporation mav
may have a Seal ,

*^ oii-iji iii"
and sue and be havc ouc comuiou bcal, wliicD they may change break or

renew at their pleasure ; and that all deeds signed and
delivered by the Treasurer and sealed with their seal, by
order of the President and Trustees, shall when made in

their corporate name, be considered in Law as the deeds

of the said corporation ; and that the said Corporation

may sue and l)e sued in all actions real, personal or mixed
;

and may prosecute and defend the same to final Judgement
and Execution by the name of the President and I'rustees

of Bowdoin College ; and that the said Corporation shall

be capal)le of having, holding and taking in fee simple

or any less estate, by Gift, Grant, Devise or otherwise,

any lands, tenements, or other Estate real or personal

;

Provided nevertheless that the annual clear income of

the same, shall not exceed the sum of Ten thousand
pounds.

Proviso.

sued, etc.

Proviso.
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And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that Authorized to

•1/-^ • 1111 n l^ 1 !• appoint meet-

the said Corporation shall have full power and authority ings, officers,

to determine at what times and })laces their meetings shall

be holden, and on the manner of notifying the Trustees to

convene at such meetings, and also from time to time to

Elect a President and Treasurer of the said College, and
such Professors, Tutors, Instructors and other officers of

the said College, as they shall judge most for the interest

thereof, and to determine the duties, salaries, emoluments
and tenures, of their several Offices aforesaid : (the said

President for the time being, when elected and inducted

into his office, to be, ex Officio, President of the said

Corporation) and also to purchase or erect and keep in

repair such houses & other buildings as they shall judge

necessary for the said College ; and also to make and
ordain as occasion may require, reasonable rules, orders

& bye Laws, not repugnant to the laws of this Com-
monwealth, with reasonable penalties for the good Gov-
ernment of the said College ; and also to determine &
prescribe the mode of ascertaining the qualifications of

the Students requisite to their admission ; and also to con-

fer such degrees as are usually conferred by Universities

established for the education of Youth ; and a majority of

the members of said Corporation, present at any legal

meeting, shall decide all questions which may properly

come before the said Trustees ; Provided nevertheless, that Proviso,

no cor[)orate Business shall be transacted at any meeting,

unless seven at least of the Trustees are present : And
provided further, that the said Corporation shall confer no
degrees other than those of Bachelor of Arts and Master
of Arts, until after the first day of January, which will be

in the Year of our LORD, one Thousand, eight hundred
and ten.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the clear rents, issues and profits of all the estate real
Appropriations.

and personal of which the said Corporation shall be seized

or possessed, shall be appropriated to the endowment of

the said College in such manner as shall most effectually

promote Virtue and Piety and the knowledge of such of

the languages and of the useful and liberal Arts and
Sciences as shall hereafter be directed from time to time

by the said Corporation.

A7id more effectually to jyrovidefor the wise and regular

Government of the said College, and for the prudent ad-
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No transaction
of the Corpo-
ration to have
any effect, un-
less agreed to

by the Over-
seere.

.Tosiah Thacher,
Esq. authorized.

Overseers in-

corporated.

ministration of thefunds belonging to it, by establishing a
supervising body with proper powers ;

Be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that no
election made by the said Corporation, either of Trustees
to fill up Vacancies, or of President or Treasurer of the

said College, or of any other Officer of the said College,

nor any Vote or Order of the said Corporation to remove
any Trustee, or any Officer of the said College, or to pur-

chase or erect any house or other building for the said

College, or to determine what Officers shall be established

for the said College, or the duties, salaries, emoluments
or tenures of such Offices, or for the Appropriation of any
of their funds or monies, or for the acceptance of any
Estate, when the donation thereof was made upon condi-

tion, or for determining the qualifications for the Students
requisite to their Admission, or for the conferring of any
Degrees, or for the making, altering, amending or repeal-

ing any rules, orders or bye Laws for the Goverment of

the said College, shall have any force, eftect or validity,

until the same shall have been agreed to by the Overseers
of said Bowdoin College, hereafter in this Act created.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the Honble. Josiah Thacher Esqr. be, and he is

hereby authorized and empowered to fix the time and
place for holding the first meeting of the said Trustees,

and to notify each of said Trustees thereof in writing.

And for the establishing of the supervising body with

proper powers above mentioned;
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid that

Edward Cutts, Thomas Cutts, Symon Frye, David Sewall,

and Nathl. Wells Esqrs. Revd. Moses Hemmenway D.D.,
Revd. Silas Moody, Revd. John Thompson, Revd. Nathl.

Webster, Revd. Paul Coffin, Revd. Benjamin Chadwick,
Revd. Sam'l Eaton, Revd. Samuel Foxcroft, Revd. Caleb
Jewett, Rev'd Alfred Johnson, Revd. Elijah Kellogg,

Revd. Ebenezer Williams, Revd. Charles Turner, Daniel

Davis, Samuel Freeman, Joshua Fabyan, William Gorham,
Stephen Longfellow, Joseph Noyes, Isaac Parsons, Robert
Southgate, John Wait, Peleg Wadsworth, and William
Wedgery Esqrs. Revd. Ezekiel Emerson, Jonathan Ellis,

Jonathan Bowman, Edmund Bridge, Daniel Cony, Henry
Dearborn, Dummer Sewall, Samuel Thompson, John
Dunlap, Francis Winter, Nathaniel Thwing, Alexander
Campbell and Paul Dudley Sargeant Esqrs., together with
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the President of the College, and the Secretary of the

Corporation first created in this Act, for the time being,

be, and they are hereby created a body politic and cor-

porate by the name of the Overseers of Bowdoin College,

and that they, their Successors and such others as shall be
duly elected into the said Co[?*]poration of Overseers shall

be and remain a body politic and corporate by that name
forever.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the members of the said Corporation of Overseers May have a

may have one common Seal, which they may change break f^i and defend.

and renew at their pleasure, and that they may sue or

be sued, prosecute and defend unto final Judgement and
Execution, l)y the name of the Overseers of Bowdoin
College.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that for the orderly conducting the business of the said
emp'^owe'red for

last mentioned Corporation, the Members thereof shall ^^e orderly con-

have full power from time to time, as they shall deter- business.

mine to elect a President Vice President, & Secretary, and
to fix the tenures and duties of their respective Offices

and also to determine at what times and places their meet-
ings shall be holden and upon the manner of notifying the

Overseers to convene at such meetings ; and also to re-

move any Overseer from the said Corporation, when in

their judgement he shall be rendered incapable by Age or

otherwise, or shall neglect or refuse to discharge the duties

of his Office ; and also to fill up all vacancies in the said

Corporation of Overseers, by electing such persons for

Overseers, as they shall judge best qualified therefor; and
a majority of the members present at any legal meeting
shall decide all questions which may properly come before

the said Overseers :— Provided tievertheless that the num- Proviso.

ber of the said Overseers including the President of the

College, and the Secretary of the Corporation last above
created, shall never be greater than forty-five, nor less

than twenty-five.

And be it fiirtJier enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the Overseers of said Bowdoin Colleg:e, shall have overseers shaii

power to agree or disagree to any Election vote, order or agreVo°rTo't,

"

act of the President and Trustees of said College, where [rfnsacUonro^f

the agreement of the said Overseers is made necessary by |^«
f,e®

g'''®"' '^

this Act to give force, effect and validity to such election,

vote, order or act ; and they are hereby directed to notify
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Proviso.

Treasurer to

give bonds.

Offices of Trus-
tee and Over-
seer cannot be
held together
except —

David Sewall,
Esq. authorized
to call first

meeting.

the said President & Trustees of such agreement or dis-

agreement in convenient time thereafter ; and the said

Overseers are also empowered to call upon any Treasurer
of the said College, his Executors and Administrators, to

render to them a just and true Account of all the doings of

such Treasurer in his said office, as often as the said Over-
seers shall direct. Provided nevertheless that no corporate

Business shall be transacted at any meeting of the Over-
seers aforesaid, unless fifteen of them at the least are

present.

And he it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the Treasurer of the said College shall before he enter

upon the execution of the Duties of his Office, give bond
to the said Overseers in such penalty and with such sureties

as they shall approve of, conditioned for the faithful dis-

charge of the duties of the said Office, and for renderino- a

just and true account of his doings therein when required,

and that all the monies, securities, and other property of

the President and Trustees of Howdoin College, together

with all the books in which his accounts and proceedings
as Treasurer were entered & kept, that appertain to his

Office of Treasurer as aforesaid shall upon demand made
upon him his Executors or Administrators be paid & de-

livered over to his Successor in that Office ; and all monies
to be recovered by virtue of any suit at law upon such
bond, shall be ])aid over to the President and Trustees

aforesaid, and subjected to the Appropriations above
directed in this Act.

And he it further enacted hy tJte Authority aforesaid,

that no Trustee of the said College, excepting the Presi-

dent and Secretary first alcove, mentioned shall be an
Overseer of the said College ; and if any Trustee (except-

ing as aforesaid) shall be chosen an Overseer, he shall

cease to be a Trustee immediately upon his accepting the

place of an Overseer ; and if any Overseer of the said

College (excepting as aforesaid) shall hereafter be elected

a Trustee, he shall cease to be an Overseer upon his

accepting the place of a Trustee.

And he it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid

that the honorable David Sewall Esqr. be, and he hereby
is authorized and empowered to fix the time and place of

the first meeting of the Overseers of said Bowdoin College,

& to notify the said Overseers thereof by publishing the

same three weeks successively in each of the Portland
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Newspapers ; the last publication to be made three weeks
at the least 'before the time fixed for the said meeting.

And be it further Enacted hy the authority aforesaid

that the Legislature of this Conunonwealth may grant any Legislature may

further powers to, or alter, limit, annul or restrain any of powers onhT"
the powers by this Act vested in the said Corporation as ^'orporaiion.

shall be judged necessary to promote the best interests

of the said College.

And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that there be, and hereby is granted five townships of land
J;7,fe^|ru°tle8

of the contents of six miles square each, to be laid out and to be at then-

assigned from any of the unappropriated lands ])elonging '*^

to this Commonwealth in the District of Maine the same
to be vested in the trustees of Bowdoin College and their

successors forever, for the use, benefit and purpose of

supporting the said College to be by them holden in their

corporate capacity with full power & authority to settle

divide and manage the same townships or any part

thereof, or to sell, convey, and dispose of the same in such

way and manner as shall best promote the welfare of said

College, the same to be laid out under the direction of the

Committee for the sale of eastern lands, and a plan or

plans thereof returned into the Secretary's oflSce

—

iwo- Proviso.

vided the trustees aforesaid or their assigns shall cause to

be settled fifteen families in each of said townships within

twelve years from the passing this act. And provided
also there shall be reserved in each township three lots of

three hundred and twenty acres each for the following

uses viz. one lot for the first settled minister, one lot for

the use of the ministry, and one lot for the use of schools

in each of said townships. Approved June 24, 1794.

1794. — Chapter 13.

[May Session, ch. 11.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CAM-
BRIDGE, so CALLED, FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.

Be it Enacted by the Senate <& House of Representatives

in General Court Assembled (& by the authority of the

same, that Jonathan Simpson, & Nathaniel Bethune War- persons incor-

dens, Joseph Lee, Herman Brimmer, John Apthorp,
p"'"'*'^

James Hewes, John Pigeon, Vestry men of said Church
& their Successors in Office, are & shall be deemed so far

a body corporate, as to sue for & recover taxes which are


