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appointed in said warrant, for the purpose of choosing
such Town officers as towns within this Commonwealth
are empowered to choose in the month of March or April,

annually. Approved February 28, 1795.

Selectmen to
fix places.

1794. — Chapter 63.

[January Session, ch. 39.]

AN ACT MAKING PROVISION FOR THE ERECTING GUIDE POSTS
UPON PUBLICK ROADS.

Be it enacted by the Senate & House of Representatives

in General Court assembled & by the authority of the

Guide posts to same, that on or before the first day of September next it
be erected »/ i.

shall be the duty of the inhabitants of the several towns
and districts in this Commonwealth & also such unincor-

porated plantations as now are assessed in any public tax

to provide, erect & keep in repair such Guide posts upon
all public roads at such places & in such manner as is

hereafter in this Act provided.

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

that the selectmen of the several towns & districts & the

assessors of all unincorporated plantations, assessed in

any public tax, in this Commonwealth, be & they hereby
are authorized & required from time to time, to fix & de-

termine upon such places at the corners & angles of all

roads in the several towns, districts & plantations afore-

said at which the said Guide posts shall be erected & kept,

as in their judgment shall be found necessary and con-

venient, and shall cause a fair record thereof to be entered

& kept among the records of the said towns districts or

plantations.

And be it further Unacted by the authority aforesaid,

that the Guide posts to be erected and kept in pursuance
of this Act, shall be constructed in manner following

;

that is to say there shall be erected at the several corners

or angles of the roads aforesaid, at such places as shall be
ordered by the selectmen of towns and districts, or assess-

ors of the plantations aforesaid, a substantial post of not

less than eight feet in height ; upon the upper end of

which shall be placed a board, or boards, upon each of

which boards shall be plainly & legibly painted the name
of the next town, with such other noted town or place as

may be judged most expedient for the direction of travel-

lers, to which each of the roads may lead, together with

Manner of
construction.
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the distance or number of miles to the same ; and also the

figure of a hand with the fore finger thereof pointing

towards the town or place to which the said roads may
lead ; Provided nevertheless that the inhabitants of the Proviso,

several towns, districts & plantations aforesaid duly quali-

fied to vote in town or plantation affairs may if they judge
fit, on or before the first Monday in April next, & annually

afterwards, agree upon some suitable substitute in the

room of said guide posts and appoint any proper person
or persons to superintend the erecting the same.

And Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid

^

that if the inhabitants of any of the towns, districts or Penalty, in case

plantations aforesaid, shall neglect or refuse to erect and refusal—
'^^

maintain said guide posts, in such places & in such manner
as is herein provided, the said inhabitants shall forfeit &
pay to the use of the Commonwealth twenty shillings for

every month which they shall so neglect or refuse : And
if the selectmen of the several towns and districts or

assessors of the several plantations aforesaid shall neglect

or refuse to fix and determine upon any places in the towns,

districts & plantations aforesaid at which the said Guide
posts shall be erected and kept by the time in this Act set

& limited, the said Selectmen or Assessors shall forfeit

& pay to the use of the Commonwealth twenty shillings

for every month which they shall so neglect, or refuse

;

said penalties and forfeitures to be recovered by indict-

ment of the Grand Jury in the County w^here the offence

may be committed.
And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that if any person shall injure, mar or deface any Guide —in case of

post, or its substitute agreed upon as aforesaid, or board
which shall be set up, as is in this Act provided and be
convicted thereof before any Justice of the Peace within

this Commonwealth, who is hereby empowered to try the

same, such person so convicted shall forfeit a sum not more
than forty shillings nor less than twenty shillings, one half

to the complainant & the other half to the use of the town,
district or plantation in which such guide post or its sub-

stitute so injured, marred or defaced, was set up, and
shall pay all costs of the prosecution.

Approved February 28, 1795.


