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179G.— Chapter 83.

[January SeBsion, ch. 50.]

AN ACT FOR KEKPING WATCHES AND WARDS IN TOWNS, AND
FOR PREVENTING DISORDERS IN STREETS & PUBLIC PLACES.

Sect. 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

aidhority of the same, that all male persons of the ajjc of I'ersoDB who
. ^ , t ^ ' ii/>ii !• ^^^ lo watch.

eighteen years or upwards, bemg able oi l)oay or having

estate sufficient to hire, shall in their respective Towns
& Districts l)e liable to watch and ward, either in their

own persons, or by some other sufficient person or persons

in their room, when duly warned to attend the same in

the manner hereinafter mentioned, except all persons who
shall live more than two miles from the place where the

watch or ward is kept, & except also the Justices of the

Peace and the Selectmen of the Town or District, and
the Sherift" of the County and settled Ministers of the

Gospel.

Sect. 2. Be it further Enacted, that when and so selectmen &

often as a military watch shall not be appointed to be Peacc author-^

kept, the Justices of the peace (qualified to act) togetlier
^atche^.''^^'''

with the Selectmen of each Town and District in this

Commonwealth, & in such Towns & Districts where no
Justice of the peace so qualified dwells, the Selectmen
alone shall have power from time to time to direct and
order a suitable watch or watches to be kept nightly

within such Town or District, from and after nine o'clock

in the evening until sun-rising in the morning, and also

a ward to l)e kept in the day time & evenings when they
shall think the same watch or ward necessary ; and to

appoint the number of persons whereof the same shall

consist, the place or places wherein they shall be kept,

and the hour or hours for keeping the same ; and to give

orders in writing accordingly, signed by a major part of

such Justices & Selectmen, or Selectmen alone, as the

case may be, directed to any Constable or Constal)les of

the town or district empowering and requiring him or

them from time to time, to warn such watch or ward, and
to see that all })er8ons so warned by him or them, do
attend and do their duty in such manner as shall be
required ; & in the warning thereof, to take care that

some able house holders or other sufficient persons be
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joined in each wutch or ward. And such Constable or

Consta))les shall charge the Watch to see that all disturb-

ances and disorders in the night be prevented & sup-

pressed ; and to examine all persons whom they shall see

walking abroad in the night after ten o'clock, & whom
they shall have reason to suspect of any unlawful intention

or design, of their business abroad at such season, &
whether [wJnihe7'^ they are going ; and in case they give

not reasonable satisfaction therein, then to secure l)y im-

prisonment or otherwise, all such disorderly and sus-

picious persons, to be safely kept until Morning ; tlien to

carry them before one of the next Justices of the peace to

be examined and proceeded against according to the

nature of their offences as is by law directed. And such

Watchmen shall walk the rounds in and about the streets,

wharves, lanes & principal inhabited parts within such

Town or District, to prevent any danger by fire, and to

see that good order is kept, taking particular observation

& inspection of all houses & families of evil fame, and
shall strictly observe the charge to be given them as

aforesaid — And each Constable Avhen attending watch or

ward, shall carry w^ith him the usual badge of his office.

Sect. 3. Be it further Enacted that in any Town
wherein the said Justices & Selectmen, or Selectmen
alone (as the case may be) shall judge that a watch may
be kept more for the benefit and safety thereof in any
other manner than is herein before directed ; & the in-

habitants thereof shall agree to support the charge of the

same, the Justices in the Court of General Sessions of

the peace within the County wherein such Town lies,

upon application made, are hereby empowered to direct

and order the rule for apportioning & levying such sum
upon the inhabitants & residents in such town, as shall

b^ granted by the town for that purpose, in such manner
as they shall judge most equal & just, by poll, estate or

both, to be applied accordingly.

Sect. 4. Be it further Enacted, that whenever a
Watch shall be so appointed and agreed upon, different

from a Constable's watch, the number and qualifications

of the persons whereof it shall consist, shall also be agreed
upon by the said Inhabitants of the Town, observing the

rule prei^cribed in the first Section of this Act ; and one
sober, discreet, able-bodied housholder shall be appointed
ofl5cer of the watch, by said Justices, & Selectmen, or
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Selectmen alone (as the case may be) to take the charge
and conmiand of such watch, who, as the badge of his HisequipmentB.

office, shall carry a (juarter-pike, with a s})ire on the top

thereof; and every Watchman, as well in this as in the

Constable's watch, shall carry a Stall' with a Bill fastened

thereon, as is usual. And the powers & duties of the

said Officer & Watchmen shall be the same as are before

prescribed in the second Section of this Act in the case

of a Constable's Watch.
Sect. 5. Be it further Enacted, That if any Person Penalty for

liable to watch or ward as aforesaid, being duly warned waich"^
"

by the Officer of the watch or Constable, or by other

person appointed by such officer or constable, shall refuse

or neglect to appear and attend his duty in that resjoect,

either by himself or some other sufficient person in his

stead, and be thereof convicted before a Justice of the

peace, either by the oath of the Constable, Officer or

other sufficient Testimony on oath, without a just &
reasonable excuse to be made and given for the same, he

shall forfeit & pay for each offence, the sum of one dollar

to the use of the poor of the town or district ; the same
with costs of prosecution to be levied by distress & sale

of the Goods & Chattels of such offenders, or otherwise

be committed to prison until the same shall be paid.

And if any Constable or Officer of the watch shall neglect Penalty for

or refuse to observe and perform the orders he shall from "ffice^'oTthe

time to time receive he shall forfeit & pay to the use of
^'*''=*'-

said poor a sum not exceeding ten dollars to be levied as

aforesaid.

Sect. 6. Be it further Enacted, that when the said
^g'^^tte'uded°

Justices of the Peace & Selectmen, shall think fit to walk when they walk

by Night to inspect the order of the Town wherein they ^
°'^

dwell, such of said Constables and Watchmen shall attend

them as shall be required to do the same, and obey their

lawful Commands.
Sect. 7. Be it firther Enacted that the fee to the ooaier'sfee

Goaler for each person taken up in the Night and com- ments under

mittcd to be secured only till the next day, shall be
'^'*'*'^-

Twenty-five cents and no more.
Sect. 8. Be it firtiter Enacted, that if any person Penalty for

shall ride with a naked Scythe on the high-ways, or thro' "aked^ythes.

any lanes, streets or alleys, the person so offending shall

forfeit and pay for each offence, two dollars.
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Sect. 9. Be it further Enacted ^ that if any three or

more persons, being any or all of them armed, with

sticks, clubs, or any kind of weapons, or being in any
manner disguised, shall assemble together, having any
imagery or pageantry as a public shew, in any of the

streets or lanes in any town or district in this Common-
wealth, or if any person or persons of or belonging to

any Company having any kind of imagery or pageantry

for a pu])lic shew, shall by menaces or otherwise, exact,

require, demand or ask any money or other thing of value

from any persons in the streets, lanes or houses in any
such Town or District, every person being of or assembled

with such Company, shall for each oftence, forfeit and

pay eight dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding one

month.
Sect. 10. Be it further ^7iac^ecZ, that if any persons

to the number of three or more, between sun-setting &
sun-rising being assembled together in any of the streets

or lanes, in any Town or District, shall have any kind of

imagery or pageantry for a public shew, although none

of the Company so assembled shall be armed or disguised

or exact, demand, or ask any money or other thing of

value, every person being of such Company, shall forfeit

and pay the sum of Eight Dollars or be imprisoned not

exceeding one month.
Sect. 11. Be it further Enacted^ that if any person

or persons shall set fire to any pile or combustible stuff,

or be any ways concerned in causing or making a Bonfire,

in any street or lane, or any other part of any Town or

District within this Commonwealth," such Bonfire being

within Ten Rods of any house or building, every person

so otFending, shall for each oflence forfeit and pay the

sum of Eight Dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding one
month— The several fines in the eighth, ninth, tenth and
eleventh sections of this Act, shall be recovered with

costs of prosecution, one moiety of said fines to the use

of the poor of the Town or District wherein the ofience

shall be committed, and the other moiety to him or them
who shall sue for the same— and all masters are hereby
made liable to pay the several fines as aforesaid, in this

and the two next preceding Sections, for the offences of

their servants ; & all parents for the ofiences of their

Children, under age and not being servants.

Sect. 12. Be it further Enacted that the six Acts, the
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subject matter whereof is included in this act ; to wit, —
An Act passed A. D. sixteen hundred & ninety nine for

keeping watches in Towns ; another Act passed A. D.
Seventeen hundred & three, to prevent disorders in the

night ; a Clause in an Act passed seventeen hundred &
eleven to prevent Kiots & Disorders in Streets in the

night ; another Act in addition to said Act respecting

watches in Towns, passed A. D. seventeen hundred &
twelve ; another Act passed A. D. seventeen hundred &
twenty six to })revent persons from riding with naked
Scythes ; and another Act passed A. D. seventeen hundred
c^ tifty-two & continued in force to November first seven-

teen hundred & ninety seven, to prevent tumultuous &
other Assemblies, & Bonfires in Streets & lanes in Towns,
be and the same are hereby repealed ; except however the

same shall remain in force, for the purpose of collecting

any fines incurred by virtue thereof.

Approved March 10, 1797.

1796.— Chapter 83.
[January Session, ch. 48.]

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE TAKING OF SHAD, ALEWIVES
AND OTHER FISH IN NEPONSET RIVER, AND THE SEVERAL
STREAMS FROM THE PONDS CALLED PUNCAPOG AND MAS-
SAPOG.

Sect. 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate arid House of
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

authority of the same, that there shall be Sluice-ways siuices

through Leed's Dam, and McLane's Dam on Neponset '^"'^'^''"^•

River, each eight feet in width and in dej)tli, within eigh-

teen inches of the Mud-sill ; the former within Fifteen feet

of Leed's Grist-mill floom, and the latter where the Sluice-

way now is. And the owners of all other Dams, across

said river Neponset, shall make Sluice-ways of the width
of eight feet, and in depth, within eighteen inches of the

mud-sill ; and all Dams on the Brook from Massapog
Pond to Nei)onset river shall have a Sluice-way six feet

wide, and as low as the natural stream ; and all Dams on
the Brook from Puncapog Pond to said Neponset river,

shall have a Sluice-way three feet wide, and as low as the

natural stream.

Sect. 2. Be it further Enacted, that the Court of
^eappoTnteTt'o"

General Sessions of the peace for the County of Norfolk, superintend

shall at their Spring Sessions, annually appoint a Com- ways.


