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subject matter whereof is included in this act ; to wit, —
An Act passed A. D. sixteen hundred & ninety nine for

keeping watches in Towns ; another Act passed A. D.
Seventeen hundred & three, to prevent disorders in the

night ; a Clause in an Act passed seventeen hundred &
eleven to prevent Kiots & Disorders in Streets in the

night ; another Act in addition to said Act respecting

watches in Towns, passed A. D. seventeen hundred &
twelve ; another Act passed A. D. seventeen hundred &
twenty six to })revent persons from riding with naked
Scythes ; and another Act passed A. D. seventeen hundred
c^ tifty-two & continued in force to November first seven-

teen hundred & ninety seven, to prevent tumultuous &
other Assemblies, & Bonfires in Streets & lanes in Towns,
be and the same are hereby repealed ; except however the

same shall remain in force, for the purpose of collecting

any fines incurred by virtue thereof.

Approved March 10, 1797.

1796.— Chapter 83.
[January Session, ch. 48.]

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE TAKING OF SHAD, ALEWIVES
AND OTHER FISH IN NEPONSET RIVER, AND THE SEVERAL
STREAMS FROM THE PONDS CALLED PUNCAPOG AND MAS-
SAPOG.

Sect. 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate arid House of
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

authority of the same, that there shall be Sluice-ways siuices

through Leed's Dam, and McLane's Dam on Neponset '^"'^'^''"^•

River, each eight feet in width and in dej)tli, within eigh-

teen inches of the Mud-sill ; the former within Fifteen feet

of Leed's Grist-mill floom, and the latter where the Sluice-

way now is. And the owners of all other Dams, across

said river Neponset, shall make Sluice-ways of the width
of eight feet, and in depth, within eighteen inches of the

mud-sill ; and all Dams on the Brook from Massapog
Pond to Nei)onset river shall have a Sluice-way six feet

wide, and as low as the natural stream ; and all Dams on
the Brook from Puncapog Pond to said Neponset river,

shall have a Sluice-way three feet wide, and as low as the

natural stream.

Sect. 2. Be it further Enacted, that the Court of
^eappoTnteTt'o"

General Sessions of the peace for the County of Norfolk, superintend

shall at their Spring Sessions, annually appoint a Com- ways.
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times, &c.

mittee of three disinterested Freeholders & not inhabitants

of Stoughton, Sharon, Canton, Dorchester or Milton, who
shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duty, &
who shall determine the time when the sluice-ways shall be

opened & also when they may be shut ; & may also if they

think it expedient & not injurious to the passing of said tish,

direct one half of any sluice-way or sluice-ways to be shut

;

and may open any such Sluiceway on said river & streams

at the expence of the owner, provided the owner neglects

to do it for the space of twenty-four hours after being-

notified by said Committee ; and if upon trial the present

depth of said sluice ways shall prove insufficient, may,
after hearing the parties, order the same to be made
deeper

;
provided the depth of said sluices, shall never be

lower than twelve inches above the Mud-sill. And the

said Committee, or any two of them, may in the execution

of their Office when necessary, enter on the Land or Lands
adjoining said streams without being considered as Tres-

passers ; and the reasonable ex})ence of said Committee,
shall be paid, one half by the owners of the Dams on the

rivers & streams aforesaid, & the other half by the Towns
of Sharon, Stoughton & Canton.

Sect. 3. Be it further Enacted, that if any Owner or

Owners, Occupant or Occupants of any Dam shall un-

reasonably refuse to open his or their sluice-way when
required by the Committee for the space of twenty-four

hours, or shall refuse for the space of six days after being

required by said Committee, to make their Sluice-way

deeper, as provided for by this Act, he or they so offend-

ing, shall for each offence forfeit and pay one hundred
Dollars.

Sect, 4. Be itfurther Enacted, that in case any owner
or owners, occupant or occupants of any Dam shall shut

the same, or cause or suffer any obstruction during the

time assigned ])y such Committee for the passing of the

fish ; or if any person shall during said term, cause any
obstructions in any part of said streams, or use any Seine,

or Drag-net in taking said fish, or shall take any of said

fish except on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in each

Week, & betwixt sun-rising and sun-setting on each of

said days, or shall so divert the water as to prevent the

return .of young fish, he or they so offending, shall for

each offence forfeit & pay the sum of twenty dollars, and
shall forfeit all Seines and nets so used.
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Sect. 5. Be it furtfier Enacted ^ that the several towns Each town to

adjoining the aforesaid river & streams, may at their an- mitt*ee. "
*^**™'

nual meeting in March or April, choose three Freeholders
each, to inspect said fishery, who shall be sworn to the

faithful discharge of their duty, &, shall complain of all

breaches of this Act that come to their knowledge, c^ shall,

when directed by the Committee of Sessions, remove ob-

structions in said river or streams at the expence of the

person causing the same. And any person chosen one of

said Committee & being notified thereof, & who shall

neglect to take his oath for the space of seven days, shall

forfeit and pay the sum of five Dollars.

Sect. 6. Be it furtJier Enacted, that if any person I'enaityfor

shall molest or hinder either of said Committee in the ex- committee.

ecution of their OflSce, he or they so offending shall forfeit

&. pay a sum not more than seven, nor less than three

Dollars.

Sect. 7. Be itfurther Enacted, that each of the Towns Privilege of

adjoining said River & streams, may at the aforesaid an- farmed.

nual meetings choose a special Committee to farm out or

sell the privilege of taking said fish, and establish the rates

at which fish so taken shall be sold, and the money aris-

ing from the sale of said fishery, or proceeds thereof, shall

be paid into the respective Town Treasuries, for the use

of the respective Towns, saving to Stoughton an equal

share with the Town of Canton, as is i)rovided in the act

of incorporation of the said Town of Canton ; and if any Penalty for

})erson, in any town aforesaid after the farming or selling

the privilege in said Town, shall take any of said fish, not

being legally authorized so to do, or if any person being-

authorized to take said Fish, shall, when in his power,
refuse to sell, or shall receive for said Fish more than the

established rate, he or they so ofi^ending, shall forfeit and
pay a sum not more than twelve nor less than two Dollars.

Sect. 8. Be it further Enacted, that it may be lawful ^.j'& Ki'rXy

.

for Jonathan Leonard and Adam Kinsley to kee]) down ;°»y ^^^v rfown

, iir»i-i II their dam.
their Dam the whole of the Year, they to make such a

Canal or passage-way round their Dam in Canton, as the

Committee of the Sessions aforesaid may ai)prove of as

l)eing sufficient for the passage of said Fish ; and also

make a ware to prevent said fish from passing up to the

slitting-mill.

Sect. 9. Be it further Enacted, that all forfeitures in- Forfeiturea how

curred by a breach of this Act, shall be recoverable by
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action of Debt with costs of suit, before any Justice of the

Peace for said County of Norfolk ; excepting the penalty

of one hundred Dollars, which may be in like manner re-

covered in the Court of Common pleas for said County,

one half of each penalty shall be to the use of the Prose-

cutor, and the other to the Town where the offence is

coumiitted.

Sect. 10. Be it further Enacted, that all Laws here-

tofore made for the preservation of, or taking the said

Fish in the said River and Streams, be and they hereby

are repealed. Approved March 10^ 1797.

Certain pro-
prietors of
Charles River
meadows incor-
porated.

First meeting,
how to be called,

1796— Chapter 84.

[January Session, ch. 51.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PROPRIETORS OF MEADOW
LA.NDS LYING ON CHARLES RIVER WITHIN THE TOWNS OF
NEWTON, DEDHAM, & NEEDHAM FOR THE PURPOSE OF
DRAINING OFF THE STAGNANT WATERS, AND FOR THE
BETTER IMPROVING THE SAME.

Sect. 1st. Be it Enacted by the Senate & House

of Representatives in General Court assembled and by

the Authority of the same, that from and after the pass-

ing of this Act all the Proprietors (except those herein

after excepted) of certain meadow lands, adjoining on

Charles liiver, and which are ever overflowed by the

Waters of said river, in the Counties of Middlesex &
Norfolk, between the upper falls in said river in Newton
& Needham, and the bridge called the new bridge over

said river, between the aforesaid towns of Dedham &
Needham, be & they hereby are incorporated into a Body
Politic by the name of the Proprietors of Charles River

meadows, and by that name may sue and be sued and do

and suffer all matters, acts, or things which l)odies politic

may or ought to do and sufter.

Sect. 2. And be it further E7iacted, that any Justice

of the Peace in the County of Norfolk, be & he hereby is

empowered and directed upon application in writing,

from ten or more of said Proprietors, to issue his warrant

to one of the Proj)rictors aforesaid, requiring him to

notify and warn a meeting of said Proi)rietor8, at such

time and place as he shall judge most convenient, and

for the purposes to be expressed in said warrant, by
posting up copies of said warrant with the notifications


