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liftins^ up the hand as heretofore used, shall be practised

with such exceptions as to Mahometans and other persons

who believe that an Oath is not binding unless taken in

their accustomed manner, as the several Courts shall find

necessary in the execution of the Laws.

§ 11. Be it further Unacted that this act shall take Former laws

effect & be in force on and after the hrst day of July
'®^"^'"'

next ; and that all Laws enacted in this Commonwealth
on the subject matter of this act, before the first day of

November A D one thousand seven hundred and eighty,

shall on & after the first day of July next, be repealed,

so far as they shall relate to all depositions & affidavits

which shall be taken on and after that day.

Approved February 5, 1 798.

1797. — Chapter 36.
[January Session, ch. 4.]

AN ACT TO ANNEX SEVERAL GRANTS OF LAND IN THE COUNTY
OF BERKSHIRE TO THE TOWN OF BECKET AVITHIN THE SAID
COUNTY.

Sect. 1st. Be it enacted hy the Senate & House of
JRepresentatives in General Court assembled and by the

Authority of the same, that the Lands lying between Boundaries.

Louden, Blanford, Chester and Becket (vizt.) beginning
at the South East Corner of Becket on Chester line and
runing Southerly on Chester line to Blanford North line

and continuing on Blandford North line to the North East
Corner of Louden, thence Westerly on Louden to Becket
South line, thence following Becket line to the bounds
first mentioned— with all the Inhabitants thereon— be &
they hereby are annexed to the same Town of Becket.

Sect. 2d. And be it further enacted, that there shall
ttx'lif Beckeu^

be added five cents to the said Town of Becket's propor-
tion of each thousand dollars that shall be raised by taxes

in this Commonwealth untill a new valuation shall be
taken. Approved February 3, 1798.

1797.— Chapter 37.
[January Session, ch. 8.]

AN ACT ALTERING THE NAME OF WILLIAM GRAY THE FIFTH
TO THE NAME OF WILLIAM SHEPARD GRAY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
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the same, That from and after the passing of this Act,
William Gray the fifth of Salem in the County of Essex,
Son of AYilliam Gray the third of said Salem, shall be,

and hereby is authorised and empowered to take, bear and
use the name of William Shepard Gray, and shall be
called and known by that Name at all times hereafter.

Approved February 5, 1 798.

1797— Chapter 38.

[January Session, ch. 6.]

AN ACT TO SET OFF CERTAIN LAND FROM THE TOWN OF GRO-
TON & ANNEX THE SAME TO THE TOWN OF SHIRLEY.

Sect. 1. Be it Enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

Boundaries. authority of the same, that a Tract of land at the South
Western extremity of the Town of Groton bounded by a

line beginning at a large white oak stump, on the South
east side of Nashua River, being the Northwest corner of

the Town of Harvard ; thence running Southeasterly on
Harvard line, as the town bounds direct, till it comes to

the stump of a Pine Tree lately fallen down, an antient

bound mark in said Town line ; thence Northerly to a heap
of stones by the road leading to Harvard at Simon Daby's
Southerly corner, thence Northeasterly on said Simon
Daby's line to a Pine Tree marked, thence Northerly to a

heap of stones on a ledge of rocks ; thence Northerly on
said Simon Daby's line to a heap of stones on a large

rock; thence Northwesterly still on said Simon Daby's
line to a stake and stones in the roots of a pine Tree,

fallen down, in a Valley, said Simon Daby's northeast cor-

ner and Samuel Chase's southerly corner ; thence Northerly

on said Samuel Chase's line, to the road leading to Abil

Morse's mill, at a heap of stones on the North-easterly side

of said road ; thence northeasterly on said Samuel Chase's

line by said road to a heap of stones ; thence Northeasterly

on said Chase's line to a stake and stones at the end of a

ditch at a brook ; thence down said brook to Nashua
River ; thence up said River, to the bound first mentioned,

together with the Inhabitants thereof, be and they are

hereby set ofl^" from the Town of Groton & annexed to the

Town of Shirley, there to do duty and receive privileges

in the same manner as other lands and Inhabitants of the

said Town of Shirley.


