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Defendants, or at his or their last and usual place of abode ;

in such case the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs may have his or
their Writ of execution or seisin in the same manner as

tho' the said Defendant or Defendants had appeared in

said Court, and made answer in said Action without such
bond being given in manner aforesaid. Provided also,

that no real estate taken in execution, granted upon such
first Judgment, shall be alienated or passed aw^ay, until

the expiration of the said one year, or after a new trial

brought within the said space of one year ; to the intent

that restitution thereof may lie made in case as aforesaid.

Sect. 6. And be it further Enacted that when two
or more are jointly obligated by act of law or agreement,
and one or more of them are without the Commonwealth,
having property or estate, but no Tenant, Agent, Trustee

or Attorney within the same, the property or estate of

those so without the Commonwealth, may be attached,

and the summons being left by the Officer serving the

writ, with those within the Commonwealth, shall be
deemed a legal service on those without the same— Pro-
vided one continuance shall be granted unless the Plaintiff

can shew that notice has been given to the person so out
of the Commonwealth ; in which case the Court may pro-

ceed at their Discretion, without granting a continuance.

Sect. 7. Be it Enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that an Act passed A. D. one thousand seven hundred,
entitled, "An Act providing that in suits where goods or

other estate is attached, the Defendent be summoned—

"

and also an Act passed A. D. seventeen hundred & thirty

six, entitled "An Act for making more effectual provision

for the service of original summons upon mesne process,"

be and the same are hereby repealed, so far as they shall

respect all suits to be commenced on and after the first

day of July next— and that this Act shall take effect and
be in force on and after that day.

Approved February 17, 1798.

1797. — Chapter 51.

[January Session, ch. 19.1

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING A NUMBER OF THE INHABITANTS
OF BECKET IN THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE INTO A SOCIETY,
FOR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES.

Sect. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
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authority of the same, That Ebenezer Walden, Martin Persone

Kinsley, Joseph Higley, Alpheus Streater, Solomon King,
'°'=°'"p°'''*'«'^-

Nathaniel Kinsley, Oliver Brewster, John Scott, James
Eudd, George Conant, Jeremiah Lyman, Thomas Stevens,

John Soley, Thatcher Conant, Comfort Barnes, Elijah

Alford, Isaac Clark, Simeon Luce junr., Ozias Higley,

Dillingham Clark, John Austin, John Austin Junr.

Isaiah Kingsley, Ebenezer Balch, Peter D'wolf, Oliver

Millard, Joseph Atwell, Horace D'wolf, Jared Phelps,

Ephraim Perkins, Enos Kinsley, Nathan Birchard, Asahel

Alford, James Birchard junr., Duncan Shaw, Marcus
Carter, Jonathan Loomis, Abner Eames, Thomas Chaffee,

Thomas Chaffee junr., Benjamin Chaffee, Joshua Bowen,
Stephen Nichols, Ichabod Buel, William Johnson, John
Lester, Levi Snow, Elijah Ornsby, James Austin, James
Birchard. David Titus, Jesse Rudd, David Brown, Orse-

mus Gilbert, Billey Messenger, Abel Dewey, Thomas
Merryfield, & Ebenezer Adams be and hereby are incor-

porated into a Society by the name of " The first congrega- corporate

tional Society in the Town of Becket," and that they be

vested with the powers, privileges and immunities, and
Subject to the duties and obligations hereafter in this Act
specified.

Sect. 2d. Be itfurther enacted^ that the said corpora- May hold estate

tion may hold any real or personal estate the annual in- donaUonZ^

come of which shall not exceed, one thousand dollars &
shall have power to sue, & be liable to be sued in their

corporate capacity ; and all donations of personal property

or subscriptions, shall be put on Interest, on good secu-

rity ; and such Interest shall be paid on the first Monday
in January annually and applied, or so-much thereof as

may be necessary, to pay the Salar}^ of such learned ortho-

dox, pedobaptist teacher of piety, religion and morality

as the majority of the said Society and others intitled to

a vote in the choice of a Minister may from time to time

ordain or procure to be settled over them in the work of

the ministry ; and the overplus of the Interest arising from interest, how to

the Capital stock shall be applied from time to time, either
be appropriated.

to increase the stipulated salary of the settled minister, or

relieve such of the Society as may be burthened beyond
their abilities for his support, or such other pious purpose
as the Majority of the Members of the said Society at any
lawful meeting of the same may agree and order.

Sect. 3d. Be it firther enacted, that the said society cierkand

be & they hereby are impowered at the first lawful meet- be^choYenV
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ing thereof which shall be holden by virtue of this Act,

to choose a Clerk & a Treasurer of the said Society ; who
and as well also every other clerk and Treasurer thereof

thereafter chosen, shall be sworn to the faithful 1 discharge

of the duties of their respective offices ; and a certificate

thereof made by the Justice who administers the Oath ;

which shall be returned to & recorded by the Clerk of the

said Society ; and also to choose five or seven of their

body for trustees, whose duty it shall be to manage the

funds & other prudential matters of the society, and also

to receive Donations & subscriptions for the uses and pur-

poses aforesaid ; And the said Society are hereby further

impowered at any future lawful meeting called for that

purpose to dismiss any of their above mentioned officers

and elect others in their room ; and in case of a vacancy
or vacancies by death or otherwise, at any such meeting
to fill up the same.

Sect. 4th. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer

of the said Society first chosen by virtue of this Act shall

be and hereby is impowered, under the order and by
direction of the Trustees of the said society or the Major
part of them, to demand, sue for and recover as well

from the several persons above-named, their heirs, execu-

tors and administrators the sums they have respectively

subscribed for the purposes above mentioned or the Inter-

est of the same only as the Trustees may judge best, as

from any person who shall hereafter subscribe a sum for

the use of the said society, his heirs executors & adminis-

trators ; And that the Treasurer of the said Society for the

time being shall be & hereby is vested with a like power
to demand sue for & recover any sum subscribed or

that shall hereafter be subscribed for the uses aforesaid,

under the order & direction of the Trustees or the Major
part of the Trustees for the time being.

Sect. 5th. Be it further enacted. That whenever any
person shall request to become a Member of the said So-

ciety and shall signify the same to any one of the Trustees

for the time being, it shall be his duty to lay the same
before the Society at their next meeting, for their con-

sideration ; and in case such person shall be admitted a

member of the Society at such meeting by a Major vote

of those present, his or her name shall be entered on the

records of the Society, and he or she shall thenceforward
be intitled to all the privileges and rights enjoj'cd by any
original member thereof.
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Sect. 6th. Be itfurther enacted, that any person who Persons in-

is or shall be a member of the pedol)aptist church in the h?g may voFe

^'

said Town of Becket, and who in the Judgment of the said

society shall not be. able by donation or subscription to

become a member of the aforesaid Society shall have a

right to give his vote in the choice of a Minister.

Sect. 7th. Be it further enacted that any two of the First Meeting,

persons al)ove named may call a meeting of the said society

at such time and place, ])efore the first of may next, as

they may think proper, in the Town of Becket, by posting

up notifications of the time, place & purpose, in general,

of the said meeting, in two or more public places in the

said Town fourteen days before the time for holding such

meeting, at which meeting the said Society shall not only

choose the ofiicers mentioned in this Act, but may also at

the said meeting & at any future legal meeting choose any

other officers they shall deem necessary the better to effect

the ends of their institution ; & may also agree upon a

method of calling future meetings.

Sect. 8th. Be itfurther enacted. That the Votes pro- Books to be free

ceedings and transactions of the said Society, and a fair

and true account of the State of their funds, receipts, ex-

penditures, Donations, Subscriptions & Legacies shall be

constantly kept & recorded in one or more book or books

by the Clerk of said Corporation ; and the same shall be

open at all times to the inspection & examination of the

legislature or any person or persons appointed by the Leg-

islature to inspect the same, and to the Trustees of said

society for the time being, or a committee of the said so-

ciety appointed at any lawful meeting thereof to inspect &
examine the same. Approved February 17, 1798.

1797. — Chapter 53.
[January Session, ch. 20.]

AN ACT ALTERING THE NAME OF PETER GREENE TO PETER W.
GREENE.

Be it enacted hy the Senate & House of Representatives

in General Court assembled and, by the authority of the

same, that from and after the passing of this Act, Peter

Greene of Boston Merchant (son of Richard Greene late

of Warwick in the State of Rhode-Island, deceased) shall

be and he hereby is authorised and empowered to take

bear and use the name of Peter W. Greene, and shall be

called and known by that name at all times hereafter.

Approved February 19, 1798.


