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l)y more than two horses, an additional sum of two cents

for each horse ; for every cart, waggon or sled drawn by
two oxen or horses, five cents, and if by more than two
an additional sum of two cents for every such ox or horse ;

for every Curricle twelve cents & five milles ; for every

sleigh drawn by two horses five cents, and if drawn by
more than two, an additional sum of two cents for each

horse ; for every Chaise, Chair or other Carriage drawn
by one horse eight cents ; for every man and horse three

cents ; for all oxen, horses and neat cattle led or driven,

besides those in teams & carriages one cent each ; for all

sheep and swine two cents by the dozen, and in the same
proportion for a greater or less number, but in no case

Proviso.
jj,j^j^ than one cent. Provided that nothing in this Act
shall extend to entitle the said Corporation to donand
Toll of any person who shall bo passing with his horse or

carriage to or from public Worship, or with his horse,

team, or cattle, or on foot to or from his common labor

on his farm, or to or from any Mill, or on the common
and ordinary business of family concerns within the same
Towns.

Tunilfike to be SECTION 4. Aiid be U further Enacted that the said
reguhited umier Corporatlou bc aud hereby is vested with all the ])owers,
the onginul act . "^ • -i n ^ • i i •

ofiucorpoia- rights & privileges, & subjected to the same duties req-

uisitions & limitations in respect to the Turnpike road

which the said Corporation is hereby authorized to make,
in the same manner as it woidd have been had the same
been included in the original Act of Incor})oration. Pro-
vided however that the said Corporation may demand Toll

for said Turnpike Road mentioned in this Act, where the

same shall be made on a public high way now existing,

and erect Gates thereon, although the same is not discon-

tinued by the Court of General Sessions of the peace.

Apinoved March 1, 179S.

1797. — Chapter 67.

[January Session, ch. 34.]

AN ACT INCORPORATING THE MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL FIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY.

Skct. 1st. Be it enacted hy the Senate and house of
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

NamoB. Authority of the same, that Moses Michael Hays, David
Townscnd, James White Paul Ivcvere, Ilcnry Jackson,
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Willium Eiistiy, Natlmn Bond, James Sullivan, Samuel

Saleshury, John Swectser, Kdward Tuckerman, (Jcorge

K. Minott, William Parsons, Charles Miller, Joseph roi)e

iVc Klisha Ticknor, and their assoeiates, ])eing owners of

buildings within this Commonwealth shall be a corporation

together with all those who may become meml)ers thereof ^^^i^""'""

under the name of " The Massachusetts mutual lire insur-

ance Company " & enjoy all privileges & powers incident

to corporations.

Sect. 2d. And be it further enacted that for the well KlcWn.^''

ordering & governing of the affairs of the said Corporation

they shall have power to choose a President, Treasurer &
fifteen Directors (ten of whom shall reside in Boston) to

manage the concerns of the said Corporation & such other

ollicers as they may deem necessary : provided neverthe- cai.uai.

less that no policy of Insurance shall be made l)y the said

Corporation until 1 the sum subscribed by the Associates to

be insured shall amount to two Millions of Dollars : & at all
^'^"'"^ ^'°""^-

meetings of the said Corporation every matter shall be di-

cided by a Majority of votes each member having as many
votes as he has policies with the right of voting by })roxy.

Sect. 3d. And be itfurther enacted that the said Cor- May hold reai

poration may purchase & hold such real estate as may be

necessary to be by them occupied for transacting the con-

cerns of the said corporation : Provided that the amount ^'fo^iBo.

thereof shall not exceed the sum of Twenty thousand Dol-

lars.

Sect. 4th. And be it further enacted that the said SyX.^*"
Corporation may (as soon as the said two Millions of Dol-

lars shall be subscribed to be insured) and they are hereby

authorized to insure for the term of seven years any Man-
sion house or other building within this Commonwealth
against damage arising to the same hj fire originating in

any cause except that of design in the insured & to any

amount not exceeding four fifths of the Value of any build-

in"; ; and in case any Member should sustain damage by AsBcssments
/.* 1 II • • f ^ I' ^ • 1 r^ ^^ ^^ made lu

fire over & above the then existmg funds of the said Cor- extra caBus.

poration the Directors may assess such further sum or

sums upon each Member as may l)e in proportion to the

sum by him insured, & the rate of hazard originally agreed

on ; provided hoivever that no member during the term rroviso.

of seven years shall be held to pay by way of assessment

more than two Dollars for each Dollar ))y him advanced

as premium & Deposit.
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Sect. 5tii. Arid be itfurthQv Enacted that the Monies
advanced by each person insured, shall, within Sixty days,

after such advancemant be vested either in the securities

of the United States or of this State, or in the Stock of

some incorporated Bank, at the discretion of the President

& Directors, & the Proceeds of the same shall be appro-
priated & applied to pay the damages or loss that any
member may sustain by Fire, to defray the expences of

the Corporation ; and to raise a reserved fund of ten thou-

sand Dollars ; & each of the insured shall at the expiration

of his Policy or Policies have a right to demand and re-

ceive from the Corporation his share of the remaining
funds in proportion to the sum or sums by him actually

paid.

Sect. 6th. And be itfurther Enacted that five of the

Directors being present at any meeting shall form a

quorum for proceeding in business. And that there shall

be a meeting of the said Corporation annually on the first

Tuesday of June, at such place, as the Directors may ap-

point, & twenty five Members being present shall form a

Quorum.
Sect. Tth. Be itfurther enacted that when any mem-

ber of the said Corporation so ensured shall sustain any
loss for which the same Corporation shall be held to in-

demnify him & he shall recover Judgment therefor against

it he shall have a right to levy his execution issued on
such Judgment on any of the funds of the said corporation

and when he shall not find suflicient funds to sati[6']fy the

same & all costs thereon & the said directors shall neglect

or refuse for the space of thirty days from rendering such

Judgment to make an assessment agreeable to the princi-

ples herein expressed & to collect the.same According to

the due forms of law & to sati [s] fy such execution as far as

the said funds & Assessments may extend, then & in that

case it shall be lawful I for such Judgment creditor to levy

& extend his said execution on the private property of

Any of the said directors to the amount damages & Costs

he shall be intitled to recover & receive on such execution.

And Any director whose estate real or Personal shall be

so taken may recover compensation therefor by an Action
on the Case against the said Corporation.

Sect. 8tii. And be itfurther Enacted that any two of

the aforementioned associates may as soon as they deem
proper call a meeting of the said Corporation to be held
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at such time and })Iaco as they may Judge convenient, by
a Notification printed in any Boston News-paper seven

days previous to the time of holding such meeting, in

order that the said Corporation may organize tliemselves

& proceed in the business of tlie Association.

Ap2)roved March 1, 17US.

1797.— Chapter QS.

[January Session, ch. 35.]

AN ACT TO niEVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF FISH IN CONCORD
RIVER IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.

Sect 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate & House of
Representatives in General Court Asseinhled i& by the Au-
thority of the same, that if any person or persons after the Fishing iu

tirst day of April next, shall take or catch any Fish in p^owwied."""^

Concord River in the County of Middlesex, or in any pond
or stream which empties into the same after Sunset & be-

fore Sun rise with the use of either torch or spear, every

person so offending shall forfeit & pay for each offence a

sum not exceedino' Five Dollars ; nor less than Two Dol-
lars to be recovered in an Action of Debt, one half to him
who shall sue for the same, & the other half to the Town
in which the Fish shall be so caught or taken.

Sect. 2d. And be itfurther enacted that if any person no wear to

or persons shall erect any Ware across any of said Waters
^®*^''*^'"'''^-

& thereby take any of said Fish or obstruct them in their

passage through the same, every person so offending shall

forfeit a sura not less than Three Dollars, nor more than

Ten for each offence, to be recovered in manner & to the

use aforesaid. Approved March 1, 1798.

1797. — Chapter 69.

[January Session, ch. 36.]

AN ACT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE FISH CALLED ALEWIVES
IN WEVVEANTIT RIVER IN THE COUNTY OF PLYMOUTH AND
FOR REGULATING THE TAKING SAID FISH AND FOR REPEAL-
ING ALL LAWS HERETOFORE MADE FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Sect. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate & House of
Representatives in General Court assembled & by the

Authority of the same, that the several Towns of Roches- Fish commiuee

ter, Wareham & Carver shall at their Town Meeting in
'« »'^' '^»'°««"-

the Fall of the year annually, respectively choose a Com-


