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the same. That froui and after the passing this Act, Jere- Name changed,

miah Williams of Dalton in the County of Berkshire, shall

be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to take bear

and use the name of Jeremiah Wadsworth Williams, &
shall be called and known by that name forever hereafter.

Approved February 21 , 1799.

1798. — Chapter 58.

[January SesBion, ch. 25.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE A NUMBER OF THE INHABITANTS IN

THE TOWN OF WRENTHAM IN THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK, INTO
A RELIGIOUS SOCIETY BY THE NAME OF THE CONGREGA-
TIONAL SOCIETY IN WRENTHAM.

^VJiereas a number of the Inhabitants of Wrentham Preamble.

aforesaid have petitioned this Court, settingforth, that they

have 7'aised by Subscription Three thousand eight hundred

& sixty Dollars for the purpose of establishing a Fund,
the interest of which is to be appropriatedfor the support

of a Congregational Minister for said Church <& Society,

who usually assemble for the Public Worship of God in

the Central Meeting House in Wrentham, & praying to

be incorporated for the purpose of holding & managing
said Fundfor the purpose aforesaid.

Section 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate & House of
Representatives in General Court Assembled <& by the au-.

thority of the same, that the said Petitioners, vizt. Ralph Persons

Day, Lewis Whiting, Samuel Co well, Benjamin Day, >"<=°''P'*™'^'^-

James Mann, Comfort Bobbins, Jason Mann, Andrew
Blake, John George, Elias Ware, Calvin Fisher, Eben-
ezer Hawes junr. Thaddeus Whiting, John Guild, Daniel

Blake, Beriah Brastow, Theodore Gerald, Phillip Blake,

Benjamin Hawes, Benjamin Hawes jun. David Fisher

junr. George Hawes, Abijah Fisher, Timothy Metcalf,

Eichard Guild junr. Richard Fisher, Jonathan Reed, Job
Colman, Elias Haven, David Metcalf, Ebenezer Fisher

junr. John Belcher, Daniel Shaw, Cornelius Kollock,

John Messenger junr. Nathan Robinson, Eli Messenger,

Samuel Fisher, James Fairbanks, Cyrus Bean, James
Ide, Isaac Bennett, Luther Fisher, Jeremiah Day, Jere-

miah Pond, John Hawes, Oliver Ware junr. Jerusha Nor-
ton, David Fisher, John Hall, Robert Blake, Benjamin
Shepard, Nathan Blake, Thomas George, Lemuel Brown,
Amos Walton, Lemuel Brown junr. William Brown, Jon-

athan Felt, Jeremiah Mann junr. Joseph Gay, Nathan
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Hawes, Paul Ware, Ezra Blake, Timothy Fisher, Samuel
Fales, Amariah Hall, Jotham Davis, Eliphalet White,
Richard Guild, John Blake, Jason Blake, Whiting Guild,

James Gilmore, Noah Butterworth, Jacob Blake & Amos
Archer, be & are hereb}'^ incorporated into a Society by the

name of— The Congregational Society in Wrentham— &
by that name may sue & prosecute, & be sued & prose-

cuted to final judgment & execution.

Section 2d. And be it further Enacted^ that said

Society at any legal Meeting thereof, shall have power to

admit within three months from the passing of this Act
any person or persons, inhabitants of said Wrentham, liv-

ing within the bounds of the North Parish, & who have
heretofore usually congregated, & do now congregate at

the central meeting house, & who shall within three

months subscribe to the fund aforesaid ; whereupon, such
person or persons so admitted, shall become incorporated

with said Society, & shall be entitled to all the privileges

which the persons herein beforementioned are entitled to

by virtue of this Act.

Section 3d. And he it further enacted^ that said

Society at any legal meeting thereof shall at any future

time have power to admit any person or persons inhabi-

tants of said Wrentham, living on the South side of the

boundary line of the North Parish ; whereupon, such per-

son or persons so admitted shall become incorporated with

said Society, & shall be entitled to all the privileges

thereof, & said Society at any legal meeting shall have
power to dismiss any member thereof, returning withal

the capital of his subscription, after which he shall no
longer be entitled to any privilege in said Incorporation.

Section 4th. And he it further enacted that the in-

come, or annual interest of the sum already subscribed,

or which may be hereafter subscribed or given to said

Fund, or so much thereof as may be necessary shall be

appropriated to the support of a Gospel Minister of the

Congregational Denomination to preach in the Public

Meeting House, near the centre of the Town.
Sect. 5th. And he it further enacted^ that the said

Society shall be & hereby are made capable in Law of

receiving & holding any Grants or Devises of Lands or

Tenements in Fee Simple, & any donations & bequests of

Money or other personal estate from any person or per-

sons whatsoever, & to use & improve the same for the
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purpose abovementioned ; Provided that the rents of the Proviso,

real together with the income of the personal estate of

said Society, shall not annually exceed the sum of Nine

hundred Dollars.

Sectiox 6th. And be it further enacted, that David Trustees.

Fisher, Benjamin Hawes, Benjamin Shepard, Samuel
Cowell & Lewis Whiting be & are hereby nominated &
appointed Trustees of said Society to continue in Office

until others are chosen & have accepted to serve in their

room ; & that the Trustees aforesaid & their Successors

in said Office, be & they are hereby empowered & di-

rected to call a meeting of said Society annually forever Annual meet-

in the month of September, to choose Trustees, Treasurer,
'°^* » ^ e .

Clerk, & all such other Officers & Agents as may be found

necessary, & to make & establish such rules & regulations,

not repugnant to the Constitution & Laws of this Com-
monwealth, as they shall think necessary & convenient for

the orderly management of the aflairs of said Society.

And said Trustees are also hereby empowered to call meet-

ings of said Society at any other times beside the annual

meetings when there shall be occasion therefor.

Section 7th. And be it further enacted that George Treasurer.

Hawes be, & is hereby appointed Treasurer of said

Society to continue in office until another may be chosen

in his room, & shall accept the office ; & he & his Suc-

cessors in said Office are hereby impowered to receive for

the use of said Society all monies & other property, real

& personal, which may belong to the Society ; & under

the direction of the Trustees of said Society, or a major

part of them to demand, sue for & receive from the several

persons abovementioned, subscribers to said Fund, & those

who may hereafter become subscribers, or their heirs, ex-

ecutors & administrators the sums they have respectively

subscribed, or which may be subscribed, for the purpose

abovementioned, & also all other debts, which may become
due to said Society by bond, note, donation, or any other

way ; & the said George Hawes & his Successors in said
^l'^^'^^

*° *»^

Office are to keep for said Society, a fair, just & regular

book, with the state of the Fund, & an account of all the

income, donations, subscriptions, legacies & emoluments
of whatever kind, & also of all expenditures of the same
which are to be paid by order, signed by the Trustees, or

a major part thereof; & he & his Successors in said office,

shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duty.
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Section 8th. And be it further enacted that James
Mann be & he is hereby appointed Clerk of the said

Society, & he & his Successors in said office, shall keep
a fair record in a book for that purpose of all the votes,

proceedings & transactions of said Society, & he & his

Successors in said office shall be sworn to the faithful dis-

charge of their duty.

Section 9th. And be it further enacted that nothing
in this act shall be construed to affect the rights of prop-
erty of any individual or Society, or any arrears or just

debts which have become due previous to this incorpora-

tion.

Section 10th. And be it further enacted, that any
Justice of the Peace in the County of Norfolk on applica-

tion made to him in writing by three or more subscribers

to said Fund be & hereby is authorized to issue his war-
rant directed to some suitable person being a member of

the Congregational Society in Wrentham, & a subscriber

to their Fund, requiring him to warn a meeting of the

Members of said Society, at such time & place, & to

transact such matters as shall be expressed in said war-
rant. Ap2yroved February 21, 1799.

Calling meet-
ings.

1798.— Chapter 59.

[January Session, ch. 26.]

AN ACT ENABLING PROPRIETORS OF AQUEDUCTS TO MANAGE
THE SAME.

Sect. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same. That when any number of Per-

sons shall, by writing, associate and become proprietors

of any Aqueduct or of any funds raised for making and
constructing the same, for the purpose of conveying fresh

water by subterraneous or other pipes into any town,

or place, within this Commonwealth, it shall be lawful

for the proprietors of a major part of the shares, to apply,

in writing, to some Justice of the Peace for the County in

which the said Aqueduct may be, or is proposed to be

placed, stating, in such written application, the name &
stile of their association, the objects of their proposed

meeting, and requesting such Justice to issue his warrant

to some one of the Proprietors, so applying, directing

him to call such meeting;— And such Justice is hereby


