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of Taxes, and Treasurer, who shall be sworn to the faith-

ful discharge of their duty ; which officers shall have the

same power, to carry into effect any vote or order of said

Corporation, as Town-Officers of like description have by
law to do, and perform in their respective offices : And
the said Corporation shall, at their first meeting, determine

on the manner of calling future meetings : And said Cor-

poration, at any legal meeting for that purpose, shall have

power to raise monies for the purpose of removing the

obstructions which may be in the brook leading from

Fresh-Pond to Mystic-River, or for any other purpose,

which they shall think conducive to draining said mead-
ows ; and the said proprietors shall have the right to pass

up and down the Banks of said Brook from Fresh-Pond
to Russell's-Bridge in Charlestown, and to do, and perform

all things, which may be necessary, to clear out said

Brook and remove all obstructions therein.

Approved March 4, 1800.

1799. — Chapter 80.

[January Session, ch. 55.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE EBENEZER BECKFORD & OTHERS,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING AN IRON MANUFAC-
TORY, AND OTHER PURPOSES THEREIN MENTIONED.

Whereafi Ebenezer Beckford & others herein after named. Preamble.

have associated themselves together for the purpose of es-

tablishing & carrying on the business of Anchor-Making

,

and other manufactures of Iron, have at great expence

purchased the Mill-seats on Waters'- river (now so called)

formerly called the Coiv-house-river , in Danvers, in the

County of Essex, & have erected mills <& other suitable

buildings at said place, for the purposes aforesaid, & have
petitioned the General Court, that they may be a body pol-

itic <& corporate, with such poivers, as may enable them,

more conveniently & effectually, to execute the purposes
aforesaid.

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That the said Ebenezer Beckford,
William Gray, Junr. Joseph Sprague, Benjamin Hodges,
William Stearns, Edward Augustus Holyoke, Joshua
Ward, Jacob Ashton, Abel Lawrence, Jerathmeel Peirce,

Aaron Wait, Nathan Peirce, John Appleton, Joseph Pea-
body, Ichabod Nichols, George Dodge, John Osgood,

Persons
incorporated.
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Benjamin Carpenter, Samuel Putnam, all of Salem, in said

County, & Nathan Read of Danvers aforesaid, with all

such other persons as have already associated, and all

those who may hereafter become Proprietors in said Iron

Factory, be, & they hereby are made & constituted a

Body-Politic and Corporate, by the name of, " The Salem
Iron Factory Company :

" And by that name may sue &
be sued, in all actions, real, personal or mixed, to final

judgment & execution, and may do & suffer all acts, mat-
ters & things, which bodies politic, may or ought to do &
suffer, and may have & use a common seal, & the same
may break and alter at pleasure : provided however, That
any Proprietor alienating his Share or Shares in said Com-
pany, shall thereupon, in respect thereto, cease to be a

member of said Corporation, and the assignee thereof,

and his heirs, and Assigns, shall be, with respect thereto,

thence forward a member of said Corporation vested with

all the rights, & subject to all the duties, penalties, &
payments, which the Assignor thereof, was or might have

been vested with or liable to.

Sect. 2d. Be it further enacted. That said Corpora-

tion, shall have power, & is hereby authorised to erect,

any other mill or Mills or buildings upon said river &
near thereto, for the purpose of carrying on any other

useful manufacture, or business, which shall appear to

said Corporation, to be for the benefit thereof.

Sect. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That said Corporation,

may be lawfully seized and possessed of such real estate,

as may be necessary & convenient for establishing &
carrying on of the said Manufactory, & of any other use-

ful manufacture or business, which shall be found expe-

dient for said Corporation to establish & carry on at said

place, and also of as large a personal estate as shall be

actually employed therein. Provided, that such real

estate shall not exceed the value of Thirty Thousand Dol-

lars, and the personal estate Three hundred Thousand
Dollars.

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted. That the property of

said Corporation shall be, & hereby is divided into Fifty

Shares, and shall be numbered in progressive order, begin-

ing at number one, & every original member thereof, shall

have a certificate under the seal of said Corporation, &
signed by the Treasurer, certifying his property in such

share, as shall be expressed in said certificate.
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Sect. 5. Be it further enacted. That the said Corpo- officers to be

ration shall have power, from time to time, at any legal m°eT,'&c°made.

meeting, to choose a Clerk, who shall be sworn to the

faithful performance of his duty, a Treasurer, & such

other Officers, Directors, Agents, & Factors, as to said

Corporation shall appear necessary, for the management
& government thereof, & to make reasonable rules & bye

laws for the purposes aforesaid, and the same to repeal at

pleasure : provided, the same rules & bye laws, to be

made hereafter by said Corporation, shall not be repug-

nant to the Constitution & laws of this Commonwealth,
a,nd provided the proprietors of Forty Shares, shall assent

thereto.

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, That the articles of Existing rules

. .^1 -I'D 1 c • 1 /^ ^ regulations

agreement, containincr the regulations & rules or said Com- may be con-
o ^

' o c? ^ ^ tinued
pany, which the partners therein made under their hands

& seals dated the fifth day of May, A.D. Seventeen hun-

dred & nin[e]ty-Six shall untill the same be altered & '

repealed, be the rules of said Corporation, so far as the

same are not repugnant to the Constitution & laws of this

Commonwealth, and so far as the same rules or articles of

agreement, are not altered by this Act. And all officers

chosen by force of the same articles of agreement, shall

and may respectively hold & exercise their several Offices

& duties, untill new Officers be chosen in their stead.

And all contracts heretofore made by said Proprietors, or

their Officers, legally made in behalf of said Proprietors

shall be binding upon said Corporation.

Sect. 7th. Be it further enacted. That any share may Manner of

be alienated by the Proprietor thereof, by a Deed absolute 8ha?e*s"°^.

& without condition, under his hand & seal, & acknowl-
edged before some Justice of the Peace, & recorded by
the Clerk in a book, to be kept for that purpose, & not in

any other manner, except in the cases hereafter provided :

And any purchaser shewing to the Treasurer such Deed
so recorded, & delivering up to him, the former certificate,

shall be entitled to a new Certificate, executed in form
aforesaid, certifying the property of such share to be in

such purchaser.

Sec. 8. Be it further Enacted, That any share in said shares uabie to

r-< f
"^ , .., ^ '

-t
attachment.

Company may be attached on original process, or levied

upon by execution, at the suit of any Creditor of the Pro-
prietor of such share, by the Officer, having the process Manner of

to execute, giving to the Treasurer or leaving at his place shaTe.'"^"
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of abode, a Certificate, in writing, shewing that he hath
attached or taken in execution, such Proprietor's share, at

the suit of such Creditor ; and the Ofiicer may proceed to

sell the same at public auction, as he might by law sell

any goods or chattels of such Proprietor, attached or

levied upon, to satisfy the Execution of the Creditor ; and
the Ofiicer may make and execute a Deed of such Proprie-

tor's share to the highest bidder. And the Purchaser pro-

ducing to the Treasurer a Deed under the hand and seal

of such OfiScer, acknowledged & recorded as aforesaid,

shall be entitled to a certificate from the Treasurer, exe-

cuted as aforesaid, certifying the property of such share

to be in the purchaser. And the Treasurer shall have re-

corded in a book to be kept for that purpose, a Schedule
of the names of all the Members of said Corporation, of

the several shares of which each Proprietor is owner, and
the numbers annexed to such shares ; and such book shall

be open to the inspection of any Sheriff", Deputy Sheriff",

or Coroner, having a process to execute against any Pro-
prietor, or to the inspection of any other person, when
demanded, upon the payment of ten cents for each inspec-

tion. And in any Action to be brought, or in any judg-

ment to be rendered against said Corporation, the Plaintiff",

not" being able to find any property of the Corporation

to attach on mesne jjrocess, or whereon to levy his Exe-
cution, shall have the right of attaching or levying his

Execution on any of the property of the individual Mem-
bers of the Corporation, in the same manner as if the

Action had been brought and the judgment rendered
against them in their individual capacity.

Sect. 9. £e it further Enacted, That when any Pro-
prietor shall die possessed of any Share or Shares in said

Company, his executor or administrator, upon producing
to the Treasurer such deceased proprietor's Certificate or

Certificates, shall be entitled to receive a new Certificate,

executed in form aforesaid, certifying the property of such

share or shares to belong to such Executor or Adminis-
trator, who shall hold such share or shares as personal

estate of such deceased Proprietor, and shall and may sell

and dispose of the same at public auction or otherwise, in

the same manner, as by Law he might sell and dispose of

any Chattels of such deceased ; and such Executor or

Administrator shall and may execute and acknowledge a

Deed or Deeds of such Share or Shares, and the Purchaser,
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producing to the Treasurer the Certificate or Certificates,

given to such Executor or Administrator, shall be entitled

to receive a new Certificate or Certificates, executed in

the form aforesaid, certifying such share or shares to be-

long to such purchaser : and such Executor or Adminis-
trator who shall not have sold such share or shares, shall

immediately after the settlement of the estate of such de-

ceased Proprietor, deliver the Certificate or Certificates by
him received to the heir or legatee of such deceased, who
shall upon producing the same to the Treasurer, be en-

titled to a new Certificate or Certificates, executed in the

form aforesaid, certifying the property of such share or

shares to be in such heir or legatee.

Sect. 10. Be it further Enacted, That the time and P"^*;'^^%«*'*« °*

place of all public sales of any share or shares, shall be advertised.

made known, at least seven days before such sale, by pub-
lishing the same in the Salem Gazette, or any Newspaper
to be printed at Salem : And if no such Xews})aper shall

be there printed, then a like notice shall be given in the

paper published by the Printer for the General Court, for

the time being at Boston, and shall also be posted up in

some public place in Salem.

Sect. 11. And he it further Enacted, That this Act This act to be

shall be deemed and taken to be a public Act, and as such, evidence.

may be declared upon and given in evidence in any Court

of Law, without specially pleading the same.

Approved March 4, 1800.

1799. — Chapter 81.

[January Session, ch. 44.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A MUNICIPAL COURT IN THE TOWN OF
BOSTON.

Whereas, from the iJeculiar situation and circimistances FresuDbie.

of the Toivn of Boston, as a Metropolis and Great Sea-
Port, the usual mode of enforcing the Laius and admin-
istering Justice in Criminal Cases, is attended ivith great

delays and burthensome expenses:

Sect. 1. Be it therefore Enacted hy the Senate and
House of Representatives, in General Court assembled,

and by the authority of the same. That there shall be Municipal court

holden, within and for the Town of Boston, on the first mon^thiy!^

Monday of every month, by such learned, able and dis-

creet person as the Governor shall appoint and commis-


