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Sectn. 2. Be it further Enacted by the authority
Annexed to aforesaid, that the said Tract of land with the Inhabitants

thereon shall hereafter be a part of West Springfield, and
shall be considered as making part of the fourth parish in

said Town— Provided nevertheless, that the persons afore-

said and all persons owning land in said Tract hereby set

off, shall be held to pay all Taxes now assessed on them
by the Town of Westfield. Approved March 3, 1802.

1801. — Chapter 5S.

[January Session, ch. 34.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN LANDS IN THE TOWN OF
DEDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK, INTO A COMMON
FIELD.

Be it enacted by the Senate, and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That the land in Dedham, lying within the

limits hereafter expressed, known by the name of Fowl
Meadow, beginning at the Major's Bridge, so called, then

eastwardly, in part, on the Causey, and in part on the land

of George White & Michael Harmon, then northwardly

on land of said White and Harmon, in part, and on land

of Daniel Fisher, or Asa Fisher Junr. till it comes to

Neponset River ; then on said river to the bridge afore-

said, be, and hereby are incorporated into a common and
general Field ; and the owners thereof are invested with

all the powers and priviledges which the owners of com-
mon and general Fields are or may be invested by law.

Approved March 3, 1802.

1801. — Chapter 59.

[January Session, ch. 35.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FISH CALLED
ALEWIVES, IN THEIR PASSAGE UP AND DOWN IN THE
RIVER & OTHER STREAMS IN THE TOWN OF KINGSTON IN
THE COUNTY OF PLYMOUTH, AND FOR REGULATING THE
TAKING AND DISPOSING OF SAID FISH; AND FOR REPEAL-
ING AN ACT ENTITLED « AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUC-
TION OF THE FISH CALLED ALEWIVES, IN THEIR PASSAGE
UP THE RIVERS AND STREAMS IN THE TOWN OF KINGS-
TON IN THE COUNTY OF PLYMOUTH."

Sec. 1st. Be it enacted by the /Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

Fish committee authority of the same, That the inhabitants of said town
to be chosen. J J
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of Kingston, at their annual meeting in March or April,

be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to choose

a Committee of five or more persons, to see that the laws

respecting the passageways for said fish, be observed ; and
each person so chosen shall take an oath faithfully to dis-

charge the duties required of him by law : And said Com- Price of the
o -» **

m tieh to be fHtiib-

mittee shall oversee the taking of said fish in said town, ii 8hed.

and shall distribute the fish taken by them, or under their

direction as equally as circumstances will admit, to such

of the inhabitants of said town as may apply for the same,

and for the fish so supplied and delivered, the Committee
aforesaid shall demand and receive of the person or per-

sons receiving said fish, payment therefor at such rate or

rates as the inhabitants of said town at their annual meet-

ing in March or April may direct, excepting of such poor

persons as may be named in a list to be annually made out

by the Selectmen of said town, and who in the opinion of

the Selectmen are unable to pay for the same, which list

shall be given to the Committee, and the persons borne

on the same shall be supplied with such quantities of said

fish gratis, as the Committee may think expedient. And
the Committee aforesaid shall have such allowance for their

services, as the inhabitants of said town at the time of Annual settie-

• t r-i • iiiij • liii ment to be
appointing said Committee shall determine ; and shall made.

annually in the month of September next following their

appointment exhibit their accounts to the Selectmen of said

town for settlement and allowance, and pay the balance re-

maining in their hands, if any there be, to the Treasurer

of the town of Kingston for the town's use.

Sec. 2d. And be it further enacted by the Authority

aforesaid, That the said Committee or the major part of ^m^e

d t0

them be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to open dams,

-r^ ,1 i-ii • f -»,r-n ,i i
with a proviso.

open any Dam or the Sluice of any Mill or other water

works, erected, or that may be erected on, or across the

river or any of the streams in said town, at the expense

of the owner or owners of such Dam or Sluice
;
provided

such owner or owners shall neglect to open the same when
thereto required by said Committee or the major part of

them as aforesaid : And the Committee shall also have

full power to remove any other obstructions that may be

made to the free passage of said fish in the river & other

streams into the several ponds in said town, and for their

repassing from said ponds into the sea : And the said m
°m

"ot'to"

Committee or either of them going or passing on or across
4

be deemed
o e i o trespassers.
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the lands of any person for any of the aforementioned pur-
poses, shall not be deemed or held as a trespass and any
Dam or Sluice or passage way that may be opened as afore-

said, shall continue open to such depth and width, and for

such length of time, as shall be necessary for the passing
or repassing of the said fish as aforesaid. And if any per-

son or persons shall obstruct the passage way allowed or

ordered by said Committee, or the major part of them, in

any Dam or Sluice way, or shall obstruct the passage of
them in the river or any of the streams in said town, such
person or persons so offending, shall forfeit and pay a sum
not exceeding one hundred Dollars, nor less than fifty

Dollars.

Sec. 3d. And be it further enacted by the Authority
aforesaid, that if any person or persons, other than the

said Committee, or such persons as shall be by them em-
ployed, shall take any of the said fish in the river or in

any part of any of the streams in said town, at any time
or by any ways or means whatsoever, each person so

offending shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty
five Dollars nor less than five Dollars for every such
offence.

Sec. 4th. And be it further enacted by the Authority
aforesaid, That the town of Kingston at their meeting in

March or April annually, shall appoint particular places

in each stream in said town, where said fish may be taken
;

& no Committee man, or person by them employed, or

purchaser shall be deemed a trespasser in going on the

lands of any person in order to take said fish, on their

paying a reasonable compensation therefor if required.

And the Committee chosen as aforesaid shall appoint cer-

tain days in each week from the first day of April annually,

not exceeding four for four weeks successively, when the

said fish shall be taken, and shall put up notifications in

two public places in said town, of the times and places for

taking said fish, before the tenth day of April annually.

Sec. 5th. And be it further enacted by the Authority
aforesaid, That all penalties incurred by the breach of this

Act may be sued for and recovered by the Treasurer of

the town of Kingston, for the time being, in any Court in

the County of Plymouth, proper to try the same ; and all

sums so recovered shall be appropriated to the use of said

town. And in case any minor or minors shall offend

against any part of this act, and thereby incur any of the
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penalties aforesaid, in all such cases, the parents, masters

or guardians of such minor or minors, shall he answerable

therefor, and in case of a prosecution of such minor or

minors for any snch offence, the action shall be commenced
against the parents, masters or guardians of such minor
or minors respectively, and judgment be rendered against

any parent, master or guardian in such case, in the same
manner as for his or their personal offence. And no per-

son by reason of being an inhabitant of said town, or one

of said Committee, shall be thereby disqualified from being

a witness in any prosecution for a breach of this act.

Sec. 6th. And be it further enacted by the Authority

aforesaid, That an Act entitled, " An Act to prevent the Former act

destruction of the fish called Alewives, in their passage
repeaIe

up the rivers and streams in the town of Kingston in the

County of Plymouth " passed on the eighth day of Novem-
ber in the year of our Lord, One thousand seven hundred
and eighty five, be, and the same is hereby repealed.

Approved March 3, 1802.

1801. — Chapter 60.

[January Session, ch. 36.]

AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ADDITIONAL TERM OF THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives in General Court assembled , and by the Authority

of the same, That there be held and kept at Dedham
within and for the said County of Norfolk on the first

Tuesday of January annually, a Court of Common Pleas,

in addition to the Terms now by Law established for said

County, and all Officers are directed to govern themselves

accordingly. Approved March 3, 1802.

1801. — Chapter 61.

[January Session, ch. 37.]

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE ALEWIFE FISHERY IN THE TOWNS
OF, LYNN, LYNNFIELD, AND READING, IN THE COUNTIES
OF ESSEX AND MIDDLESEX, AND FOR REPEALING ALL LAWS
HERETOFORE MADE FOR [FOR] THAT PURPOSE.

Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by
the Authority of the same, That it shall and may be law- Privilege of

ufihlnfX ID&V DG
ful for the towns of Lynn & Lynnfield, respectively, in sold.


