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Sec. 2d. And be it further enacted hy the authority
aforesaid^ That all the fines, penalties, forfeitures and pro-
visions of the Act aforesaid, shall be extended to and
operate in the same manner as if the same were inserted
in this act ; and that this act shall only be considered as an
amendment of, and an addition to the act aforesaid.

Approved June 12, 1802.

1802.— Chapter 4.

[Sfay SeBsion, ch. 4.]

AN ACT TO EXPLAIN AND AMEND "AN ACT FOR INCORPO-
RATING A NUMBER OF THE INHABITANTS OF BECKET, IN
THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE, INTO A SOCIETY FOR RELIG-
IOUS PURPOSES," PASSED FEBRUARY 17TH, 1798.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate, and House of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the au-
thority of the same, That " the first congregational society society vested

in the Town of Becket " are, and shall be considered to pHviieg^. &c.

be, vested with all the priveleges, powers, and immuni- oX^'Kous
ties, which are common to other religious societys. societies.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforesaid. That the said society are, and shall be con- occasional

sidered to be authorized, when destitute of a settled onncomf°"
ordained minister, to apply the whole, or any part of the au'^o'^^^ed.

annual interest or income of their capital stock or estate,

to the support of any teacher, or teachers of piety, re-

ligion, and morality of the Pedobaptist denomination,
occasionally employed by them ; and all such applications

of their interest or income as aforesaid, which have been
or may be made by said society— shall be holden to be
valid in law. Approved June 18, 1802.

1803. — Chapter 5.

[May Session, ch. 5.]

AN ACT TO ALTER AND AMEND AN ACT, ENTITLED, "AN ACT
DIVIDING THE COMMONWEALTH INTO SEVENTEEN DISTRICTS,
FOR THE CHOICE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES, AND PRESCRIBING THE MODE OF
ELECTION ;

" PASSED THE TENTH DAY OF MARCH, ONE THOU-
SAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWO.

Sec. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That if, after a second trial, no Electors con.

person shall be chosen by a majority of all the votes re- ca°ndidatll.°
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after a second
trial; with
exceptions.

In case of an
equal number
of votes for
different can-
didates.

Selectmen
and Sheriffs
directed.

The Governor
to certify elec-
tions.

turned from any District in the manner prescribed by the

Act passed on the tenth day of March, one thousand eight

hundred and two, entitled, " An Act dividing the Com-
monwealth into seventeen Districts for the choice of Rep-
resentatives in the Congress of the United States, and
prescribing the mode of election," the Governor shall

cause precepts to issue to the Selectmen of the several

towns and districts within such District, directing and
requiring such Selectmen to cause the inhabitants of their

respective towns and districts, legally qualified, to as-

semble on a day in such precept to be appointed, to give

in their votes for one of the two persons having the

highest number of votes upon the second return, to serve

as the Representative of the said District, in the Congress

of the United States ; and if, upon the second return,

three or more candidates shall have an equal number of

votes, and all stand highest on the list, the votes, at the

third trial, shall be given in for one of the said highest

candidates; — And if, upon the second return, two or

more persons standing on the list next to the highest

candidate, shall have an equal number of votes, then the

votes at the third trial shall be given in either for the said

highest candidate, or for one of the said persons standing

next highest on the list. And the precepts issued as

aforesaid shall be accompanied with the names of the per-

sons to be voted for at the third trial, and the number of

votes given in for each of them at the second return.

And the Selectmen shall, in open town meeting, sort and
count the votes given in for each of said persons, and
shall make public declai'ation of the number of votes

given in for them respectively ; and the town Clerk shall

record the same ; — And the Selectmen shall make return

thereof to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, or to the

Sheriff, in manner as prescribed for the first return,

within fourteen days next after the time of holding such
meetings, and the Sheriff shall make return thereof into

the Secretary's Office, on or before such day as the Gov-
ernor shall appoint in such precept, and the Selectmen
of such towns and districts as lie within any County in

which there may be no Sheriff, shall return such lists to

the Secretary's Office within the same term of time as

Sheriffs are required to do. And the Secretary shall lay

the lists, so returned to his Office, before the Governor
and Council, and the person who shall then have the
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greatest number of votes so returned for the persons to

be voted for at such third trial, shall be duly elected to

represent the said District in Congress ; and the Governor
shall cause the person so elected to be served with a cer-

tificate thereof, signed by the Governor & countersigned

by the Secretary. And the same proceedings as are herein

above directed, shall be had, in case no choice by a

majority of all the votes returned, shall be made at the

first trial to supply vacancies in the representation of this

Commonwealth in Congress, according to the directions

in the fifth section of the said Act to which this is an

amendment.
Sec. 2d. A7id be it further enacted, That if either of ^?aTandIcfate'^

the persons to be voted for upon the third trial should die, or declination or
I-

, *,..., disquahncatioD.

or decline being elected, or be otherwise disqualified, then

the Governor shall cause precepts to issue as directed in

the third section of the Act to which this is an amend-
ment, in cases of a new election ; and if no person shall

be chosen by a majority of all the votes returned, the

same proceedings shall be had as are herein before

directed.

Sec. 3d. And be it further enacted, That if, upon the Further provi-

returns of the third trial as aforesaid, the persons returned, Tnequarnum.

or the two highest of them, shall have an equal number I'wo^lndidltM'!

of votes, the Governor shall again cause like precepts to

issue, and the proceedings herein before directed shall

be repeated untill one of the said persons to be voted for

at the third trial, shall have a majority of the votes so

returned.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That so much of
fo7merict

the fourth and fifth sections of the said Act to which this repealed.

is an amendment, as is herein differently provided for,

shall be, and is hereby repealed.

Approved June 18, 1802.

1802. — Chapter 6.

[May Session, ch. 6.J

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE ERECTION OF A DAM FOR CERTAIN
PURPOSES, AND TO REGULATE THE TAKING OF SHAD AND
ALEWIVES IN THE TOWN OF MIDDLETON.

W7iereas the waters running from the great j^ond in the Preamble

town of Middleton, in the County of Essex, to Ipsioich

riverf become so low, during the summer season, that Shad


