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Inhabitants ex-
empted from
state tazeB.

East on said Parker line, seven Miles and One hundred
and eighty eight rods through Thompson Pond to a Stake
and Stones, thence south west four hundred and twenty
rods to the l)ounds first mentioned, — Be and they hereby
are ann[e]xed to, and made a part of the town of Otisfield,

To enjoy all such privileges as town Inhabitants do by
law enjoy.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that the Inhabi-

tants of said Phillips' Gore with their Estates shall be ex-

empted from all State Taxes which may be assessed on
said Town of Otisfield for the Space of ten Years from
the fourteenth day of December One thousand Seven
hundred and ninety eight agreeably to the Conditions of

the purchase of said Lands which was made with the

Committee for the Sale of Eastern Lands.

Approved February 9, 1803.

to be chosen.

1803. — Chapter 57.

[January SessioD, ch. 19.]

AN ACT REGULATING THE TAKING THE FISH CALLED ALE-
WIVES IN THE SEVERAL STREAMS EMPTYING INTO MER-
RIMACK RIVER IN THE TOWN OF HAVERHILL.

Sec. 1. Be it Enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

Fish committee authority of the same. That it shall and may be Lawfull

for the inhabitants of said town of Haverhill, from time

to time, at their annual meeting in the Month of March
or April to choose by ballot a Committee of freeholders

in said town, whose duty it shall be to determine and

order by whom, and in what place or places, the said fish

may be taken in the several Streams emptying into Mer-
rimack River within the town aforesaid ; and shall cause

a Copy of such Order signed by said Committee or any

two of them, to be posted up in some public place in said

town : And any person who shall Violate such Order,

upon conviction thereof: shall forfeit and pay a sum not

exceeding five dollars, nor less than two dollars, provided

the quantity of fish so taken be less than one barrel ; but

for every barrel of fish so taken contrary to this Law,
any person convicted thereof shall forfeit and pay the

sum of seven dollars, to be recovered before any Justice

of the Peace in the County of Essex before whom the

Complaint shall be made.
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that the Commit-
^'"'^^be^o^lned

tee aforesaid, or the major part of them, are hereby au- andoustruc-
. 1 • 1 1 -I . 11' tlons removed.
thorised and empowered to open such sluice or passage
ways through or round any dams erected, or that shall be
erected across said Streams as they shall judge necessary,

for the free passage of said fish, and to remove lumber
& every other obstruction to the free passage of said fish

;

to erect racks or wooden frames as they shall judge nec-

essary, in said streams through which said fish pass, they
being restricted, in such opening & clearing, to do the

same as little to the damage of the owner or owners as

may be, and such passage so opened by the Committee
aforesaid, shall continue open, if they judge it necessary,

from the tenth day of April to the last day of May an-

nually ; And if any person or persons shall unlawfully Penalty for

obstruct the passage or passages for said Fish, remove paBsagfoTflsh,

or injure any rack or racks that shall be erected by said ^*^'

Committee on said Streams, such person or persons so

ofiiending, upon conviction thereof, shall forfeit and pay
a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, nor less than
forty dollars, to be recovered in any Court proper to try

the same.

Sec. 3. And be it further Enacted, that it shall and ^"""t^w^^"
may be lawful for any of said Committee or their assist- Bidered tres-

ants, while in the execution of their Office, to go upon
p***®''**

the land adjoining to said Streams, without being consid-

ered as trespassers ; and any person or persons who shall

attempt to hinder or molest said Committee or either of
them in the execution of their Office, shall forfeit & pay
a sum not exceeding twenty dollars nor less than Ten
dollars to be recovered in any Court proper to try the

same.

Sec. 4. And be it further Enacted, that the said Com- Fish to be soid

miltee be and hereby are Authorised and directed to distrib- H^u^d."^

ute or cause to be distributed the fish that may be taken
by them, or any person or persons under them, as equally

as circumstances will admit, to such persons as apply for

the same, and for the fish so supplied, the Committee
aforesaid or their Agent or Agents shall demand a sum
not exceeding twenty five Cents for each hundred of fish

so delivered, excepting of certain poor persons of said

town of Haverhill who in the Opinion of the Selectmen
of said town are unable to pay for the same, and such per-

sons shall be supplied gratis with such quantities as the
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Committee to

be Bworn.

Inhabitants of
Haverhill may
be witnessea.

Catching fish

at certain
places for-

bidden.

Fish mny be
taken at the
times pre-
scribed by a
former act.

Persons to ac-

count for tish

found in their
possession.

said Committee shall judge expedient,— And the said

Committee shall on the first town Meeting after the

Month of May annually, exhibit an Account of all the

fish disposed of by them, and the ballance, if any remain,

after paying them a reasonable compensation for their

services, shall be paid into the treasury of said town for

the benefit thereof.

Sec. 5. And be it further Enacted, that the Commit-
tee so chosen, shall, before they enter upon the duties of

their office be sworn faithfully to discharge the duties re-

quired of them by said town, agreeable to this Act.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, that any of the in-

habitants of said town of Haverhill not concerned in

violating this Act, may be admitted as witnesses in any
Action that may be brought for any penalties aforesaid,

they being inhabitants of said town notwithstanding.

Sec. 7. And be it further Enacted, that no person or

persons shall, after passing this Act, be allowed to Catch

Salmon, Shad or Alewives, or drag any sein or set any
net, pot, or other Machine, for the purpose of taking or

Catching said fish, or any otherwise obstruct said fish in

their passage, within thirty rods below, or twenty rods

above the [the] mouth of any Streams in the town of

Haverhill emptying into Merrimack river, where said fish

usually pass up on penalty of thirteen dollars, to be re-

covered before any Court proper to try the same, and the

Sein, net, pot, or other Machine, so used, to be forfeited.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, that the times and
manner prescribed for taking fish in an Act passed March
4th, 1790, entitled "an Act to regulate the Catching of

Salmon, shad & Alewives & to prevent obstructions in

Merrimack River & in the other rivers & streams running

into the same, within this Commonwealth, and for repeat-

ing several Acts heretofore made for that purpose," shall

be observed, as the times & manner for taking said fish,

in the said Streams in the town of Haverhill, and if any
person shall take any of said fish at any other time, or in

any other Manner than is prescribed in the Act last re-

cited, he shall for each ofience, be subject to such penalty,

as is provided in the said Act, for the same ofience, to be

appropriated in the same manner as the other forfeitures

in this Act.

Sec. 9. And be it further Enacted, that if any person

is found attempting to take any of said fish at any time
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or place, otherwise than is provided by this Act, or if any
of said lish shall be found in the possession of any person,

such person or persons shall be deemed to have taken

them unlawfully, and shall be subject to the penalties by
this Act prescribed, unless he or they shall make it ap-

pear upon trial, that they came by said fish lawfully.

Sec. 10. And he it further Enacted, that all tines &
flnT''""*"***

forfeitures incurred by breach of this Act shall enure, one

Moiety thereof to him or them who shall complain, or

make information of the same, and the other Moiety to

the said town of Haverhill.

A'p'proved February 9, 1803.

1803. — Chapter 5S,

[January Session, ch. 20.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, ENTITLED, "AN ACT TO SE-
• CURE THE TOWN OF BOSTON FROM DAMAGE BY FIRE," AND
REPEALING CERTAIN PARTS THEREOF.

Sect. 1st. Be it Eiiacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, <& by the

authority of the same, that from and after the passing of
fn^jj^ndi of**^

this act, no building, of any kind whatsoever, which shall buildings to be
o

'

«/ .of brick or
be more than ten feet hio;h from the o-round to the his^hest atone, &c.

point in the roof thereof, shall be erected or built within

the town of Boston, unless all the external sides and ends
thereof shall be built or composed of brick or Stone, ex-

cept so much as may be necessary for doors and windows
;

and unless the roofs of all such buildings shall be entirely

covered with slate, tile or some incombustible composition,

and the gutters secured eflectually against fire ;
— and no Dimensions of

brick or stone wall shall be deemed sufficient within the
^""*'

meaning of this act unless the same shall be at least twelve

inches thick in the lower story and eight inches thick

above the lower story, and all double houses shall have

partition walls which shall be built of stone or brick, and
of the thickness last mentioned, and shall rise in battle-

ments at least three feet above the roof; & all additions Restrictions to

which shall be made to buildings already erected, and all addiuons.

buildings which shall be erected on old foundations, in

part or in whole, shall be deemed and considered within

the restrictions and regulations of this act; provided ^irewarda em-

nevertheless, that upon any wharf, marsh or other place, aiiow wooden

where no sufficient foundation can be obtained without whirvel^&c.


