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when required.

First meeting.

subscribing to any Policy and once in every year after,

publish, in two newspapers, one printed at Portland & one
printed at some town adjoining on Kennebec River, the

amount of their Stock, against what risque they mean to

insure, and the largest sum they mean to take on any one
risque.

Sect. 13. Be it further enacted, that the President &
Directors of the said Company shall, when and as often

as required by the Legislature of this Commonwealth, lay

before them a statement of the aifairs of said Company,
& submit to an examination concerning the same under
Oath.

Sect. 14. And be it further enacted, that any four of

the Stockholders are hereby authorised to call a meeting
of the members of said Company, as soon as may be, in

Wiscasset, by advertising the same, for three Weeks suc-

cessively, in one news paper printed at Augusta & in

Jencks's paper Printed at Portland.

Approved February 12, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 63.

[January Session, eh. 25.]

AN ACT TC^REGULATE THE TAKING OF THE FISH CALLED ALE-
WIVES IN JOHNSTONS BROOK SO CALLED, EMPTYING INTO
MERRIMACK RIVER, IN THE TOWN OF BRADFORD, AND FOR
CLEARING THE PASSAGE WAY OF SAID FISH, FROM SAID
MERRIMACK RIVER, TO JOHNSTON'S POND, & FROM THENCE
TO LITTLE POND SO CALLED.

Sect. 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate & House of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assembled, & by the au-

where the fish (Jiority of the Same, that from and after the passing of

this Act, the said Fish may be taken between where the

said Johnston's brook, crosses the Road, near Benjamin
Morse's & Carlton's Grist Mill dam, and in no other place

in said brook or passage way, from Merrimack River to

Little Pond so called, and on such days only, as are

allowed by Law, for catching fish in Merrimack River ; and
on such of those days, and in such place or places, within

those limits, as a Committee, who may be appointed by
the town, as is herein after provided, may direct.

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, that the Inhabi-

tants of the town of Bradford, at their meeting for the

choice of town officers in March or April annually, be &

may be taken.

Fish committee
to be chosen.
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they are hereby authorized and empowered, to choose by
ballot three or five persons, being freeholders in said

Town, a Committee to oversee the taking of the said fish

as aforesaid, which Committee shall be sworn to the

faithful discharge of their Trust, and shall distribute the

fish taken by them, or under their direction, as equally
as circumstances will admit, to such of the Inhabitants of
the said town, or other persons, as may apply for the

same. And for Fish so supplied & delivered, the Com-
mitee aforesaid shall demand and receive of the person
or persons applying therefor, payment at such rate or
rates, as the Inhabitants of said town, at their annual
meeting in March or April may direct ; excepting of such certain poor

poor persons, as shall be named in a list, to be annually fiah^gratu.^*'^

made out by the Selectmen of the town, and who in the

opinion of said Selectmen, are unable to pay for the same,
which list shall be given to the Committee, & the person
or persons borne on said list shall be supplied, with such
quantities of said Fish gratis, as the committee may think
expedient. And the Committee aforesaid shall have such committee to

allowance for their services, as the Inhabitants of said
^'^p*'**-

town, in open town meeting may determine ; and shall

annuall}^ in the month of September next after their ap-
pointment, exhibit their Accounts, to the Selectmen for

Settlement, and pay the ballance, if any there is, into the
Town Treasury, for the benefit of the said town.

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted^ that the Commit- committee may

tee to be chosen as aforesaid, or the major part of them, way°.*""^^

be & they are hereby authorized to clear any obstructions,

or open any dam, or the Sluice of any Mill, or other water
works, that is or may be erected on, or over said brook
or passage way, at the expence of the owner or owners
of such dam or sluice way. Provided such owner or
owners shall neglect to open the same, when thereto re-

quired by said Committee, or the major part of them, as

aforesaid ; and the dam or sluice way so opened, shall

continue open to such width and depth, and for such
length of time, (not exceeding Sixty days in one year) as

said Committee, or the major part of them, may think
necessary, with the least possible damage to the proprie-
tor, or proprietors of such Mill or water works. And if Penalty for

any person or persons shall obstruct the passage ways paesage-ways.

allowed or ordered by the said Committee, or the major
part of them, in any dam or sluice way, or shall obstruct
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the passage of the said fish, in any other part of said

brook or passage way, than is permitted by this act, such

person or persons so offending, shall forfeit & pay a sum
not exceeding One hundred & fifty Dollars, nor less than

Thirty Dollars.

Sect. 4. And be itfurther Enacted, that if any person

or persons, other than the Committee, or such person or

persons, as shall be by them employed, shall take any of

said Fish, in said Brook or passage way, or any part of it,

at any time, or by any ways or means whatsoever, each

person so offending, shall forfeit & pay a sum not exceed-

ing Seven Dollars, and not less than four Dollars, for each

oflence.

Sect. 5. And be itfurther Unacted, that the Commit-
tee chosen as aforesaid or either of them, or any person

employed by them, shall have authority for the purposes

aforesaid, to go on the land or meadow of any person,

through which such brook or passage way passes, without

being considered as trespassers ; and any person who shall

molest or hinder said Committee, or any of them, or any

person employed by them in the execution of their duty,

shall be subject to the same penalties as by this Act, is

incurred, for placing obstructions on said Brook or pas-

sage way.
Sect. 6. And be it further enacted, that if the Com-

mittee or either of them, shall detect any person or per-

sons, in attempting to take any of said Fish, at any time

or place, or in any manner, otherwise than is allowed by
the said Committee, or shall find any such Fish with such

person or persons, they shall be cbnsidered and deemed,

to have taken such Fish unlawfully, & shall be subject to

the penalties of this act accordingly, unless such person

or persons, can make it appear (on trial) that they came
by said Fish in some other way.

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, that if any minor
or servant shall be found taking any of said Fish, in any
wise contrary to this act, or contrary to the rules or regu-

lations of said town of Bradford, or their Committee as

aforesaid, the Parents, Guardians, or masters of such minors

or servants, shall be held to pay all fines incured by them,

for any breach of this act, or the rules & orders of the

town aforesaid.

Sect. 8. And be it firther enacted, that it shall be

the duty of the Committee of the town, chosen as afore-
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said, and of the selectmen to prosecute for any breach of

this Act, and all prosecutions on this act shall be brought

in the name of the Town Treasurer for the time being, &
all fines or forfeitures recovered thereby, shall accrue,

one moiety to the complainant and the other moiety to

the use of the Town.
Sect. 9. And be it further enacted^ that no person wunceses.

shall be considered as disqualified from being a witness

on any trial that may be had pursuant to this act, on

account of his belonging to the Town of Bradford.

Approved February 12, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 64.

[January Seseion, ch. 26.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO IN-

CORPORATE A NUMBER OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE SOUTH-
WESTERLY PART OF PETERSHAM & THE NORTHWESTERLY
PART OF HARD WICK IN THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER, AND
THE NORTHEASTERLY PART OF GREENWICH IN THE COUNTY
OF HAMPSHIRE, INTO A TOWN BY THE NAME OF DANA."

Whereas it has been represented to the Legislature, by Preamble.

the said Toivns of Petersham and Dana, that some part of
the boundary line between said Towns, as described in

said Act, is inaccurate, uncertain, and differentfrom what

the Parties intended, whereby difficidties and disputes may
arise. Therefore

Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

Authority of the same, that from and after the passing of Boundmi.'

this Act, the boundary line between said Towns of Peters-

ham & Dana running westerly from three-penny Morris

Hill, so called, shall run as follows Vizt. beginning at a

Maple tree on the Eastern declivity of said Hill & run-

ning North one hundred & twenty eight rods to the road

leadino; from said Petersham to Dana, thence West
thirty four degrees South on the South side of said

Road twenty rods and an half, thence South thirty four

degrees West ten rods, thence West nine degrees South
eight rods, thence West four degrees south twenty five

rods to a Walnut tree on the south side of said road,

thence north crossing the road two rods to a large Rock,
thence west sixteen degrees south eighteen rods, thence

West twenty nine degrees South sixteen rods to an Oak-


