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the time of the passing of this act, or that he or she

has united with the members of said corporation in pub-
lic worship for the term of one year from the time of his

or her giving in his or her certificate, as aforesaid, shall

be disputed by any ten members of said corporation, the

holders of the appropriated pews in said house, who may
be present at any legal meeting of said corporation, are

hereby authorized and empowered to hear and determine
whether or not such person is a member of said corpora-

tion according to the true intent and meaning of this Act

:

And in determining such question two votes, and no
more, may be given in right of each pew.

Sec. 5th. Be it further enacted. That whenever said Assessment of

1 11 f taxes.

corporation shall vote and grant any sum of Money for

the defreying of necessary parochial charges, no uninten-

tional error, in assessing the same, by the enumeration of

persons not members of said corporation, or the omission

of those who are, shall vitiate or annul such assessment

with respect to those who shall be otherwise duly assessed.

Sec. 6th. Be itfurther enacted, That the said corpo- Pan of the

ration shall forever hereafter, be holden to reserve as ""be'l-'IserTed^.

much of said Meeting-house as now is unappropriated,

for the accomodation of the inhabitants of said town who
may, from time to time, wish to unite with the members
of said corporation in public worship in said House.

Sec. 7th. Be it furthtr enacted. That the first meet- First meeting.

ing of the said corporation may be convened by virtue of

the warrant of any Justice of the Peace in said County,
directed to any principal member of said corporation, and
appointing a suitable time when said meeting shall be

holden at said Meeting-house: — And the same meeting
shall be notified by posting an attested copy of the said

warrant at one of the doors of said house, seven days, at

least, previously to the time appointed in said warrant for

the holding of said meeting. Approved March 5, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 108.

[January Session, ch. 70.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AN ACADEMY IN THE TOWN OF GOR-
HAM BY THE NAME OF GORHAM ACADEMY, AND TO CRE-
ATE A CORPORATION OF TRUSTEES FOR THE SAME.

Whereas th.e encouragement of literature in the rising preamble.

Generation, has ever been considered by the loise and good
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Academy estab-
lished, and its

purposes.

Trustees ap-
pointed.

Corporate
name.

Trustees may
have a seal,

Empowered to

appoint oflicers

of the academy

as the basts upon which the seifety, and happiness of a free
people ultimately depend; and lohereas Stephen Longfel-
low Esq. and others, have petitioned this Court for the

establishment of an Academy in Gorham, in the County

of Cumberland, for that purpose.

Sec. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate arid House of
liepresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, that there be, and hereby is estab-

lished in the Town of Gorham in the County of Cumber-
land, an Academy by the Name of Gorham Academy, for

the purpose of promoting Piety & Virtue, and for the

Education of Youth, in such Languages, and in such of

the liberal Arts and Sciences, as the Trustees herein after

provided, shall order, and direct.

Sec. 2d. And be it further Enacted by the Authority

aforesaid, that the Revd. Thomas Lancaster, the Honor-
able William Gorham Esq. Hon'ble Stephen Longfel-

low, Revd. Elijah Kellogg, Revd. Daniel Merrit, Revd.
Caleb Bradley, Capt. David Harding jun., John P. Little

Esqr., Mr. Mathew Cobb, Hon'ble Woodbury Storer,

Doctor Dudley Folsom, Mr. William McLellao, Mr.
James Phinney, Mr. Samuel Elder, and Capt. Samuel
Whitmore, be, and they are hereby nominated, and ap-

pointed Trustees of the said Academy, and they are

hereby incorporated into a body politic, by the name of

the Trustees of Gorham Academy in the County of Cum-
berland, and they, and their Successors shall be, and con-

tinue a body politic and corporate by the same name
forever.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that the said Trustees, and their Successors

shall have one common Seal, which they may break,

change, and renew from time to time, as they shall see

tit, and they may sue and be sued, in all actions real, per-

sonal, and mixed, and prosecute and defend the same to

final Judgment and execution by the name of the trustees

of Gorham Academy, in the County of Cumberland, and
may appoint an Agent, or agents, to prosecute or defend

such suits.

Sec. 4. And be it further Enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that the said Thomas Lancaster, and others,

the Trustees aforesaid, and their successors be, and they

are hereby made the visitors, trustees, and Governors of

the said Academy, in perpetual succession forever, to be
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continued in the way, and manner hereafter specified,

with full power and authority to elect such officers of the

said Academy, as they shall judge necessary and conven-

ient, and to make, and ordain such Laws, Orders, and
Kules, not repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth
for the good Government of said Academy, as to them
shall seem fit and requisite.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted by the autliority

aforesaid, that the number of the Trustees aforesaid, shall JJu^eeY."^

not at any one time be more than fifteen, nor less than

nine. Five of whom, at least shall be necessary to consti-

tute a quorum, for transacting business.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that as often as one or more of the trustees in case of dei.th

aforesaid, shall die, or resign, or in the Judgment of the ofuusfee^^""'

major part of the trustees, shall be rendered incapable by
age, or otherwise, of discharging the Duties of his Office,

the trustees then surviving, shall elect one or more per-

sons to fill up the vacancy, or va[n]cancies.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that the Trustees aforesaid, and their succes- Trustees em-

sors be, and they hereby are rendered capable in law, to re°aTeItnte! wuh

take, and hold by Gift, Grant, Devise, Bequest, or other-
''p^"^'*"-

Avise, any Lands, Tenements, or other estate, real or per-

sonal ; which have heretofore been given, or subscribed,

or which may hereafter be given, or subscribed for the

purpose aforesaid : Provided, that the annual income of

the said real estate shall not exceed the Sum of two
thousand dollars, and the annual income of the said per-

sonal Estate, shall not exceed the Sum of five thousand
dollars : — And all deeds, and instruments, which the said

Trustees may lawfully make, shall be sealed with their

Seal, and shall bind the Trustees, and their Successors,

and be valid in Law.
Sec. 8th. And be it further Enacted, that William First meiting.

Gorham Esqr. be, and hereby is authorized, and empow-
ered to appoint the time and place for holding the first

meeting of said Trustees, and notify them thereof.

Approved March 5, 1S03.


